MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE – 9TH JUNE 2008


GAINSBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of a MEETING of the Management and Finance Committee held at Gainsborough House, 18 Parnell Street, Gainsborough on Monday 9th June 2008 at 7:00pm
Present:


Councillor Elaine Hadley (In the Chair)
Councillor Harry Clarke
Councillor David Dobbie

Councillor William Parry
Councillor Roger Plastow
Councillor Kenneth Woolley
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Council

Assistant Clerk to the Council

Also in Attendance:

Councillor Pearl Banyard





Councillor Tim Davies




Councillor Raoul Hesse-Phillipson





Councillor Paul Key




3 members of the public

1. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. D. Dobbie, seconded by Cllr. H. Clarke that Cllr. KJ. Smith be the Vice Chairman of the Management and Finance Committee for 2008 / 2009.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor Kenneth Woolley
3. MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor D. Dobbie declared a personal interest in agenda item 17 as a dog owner.
Councillor WSR. Parry declared a personal interest in agenda item 17 as a dog owner.

4. COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. R. Plastow, seconded by Cllr. D. Dobbie that the notes of the Management and Finance Committee meeting on Monday 12th May 2008 be confirmed and signed as a correct record.

5. TO DEAL WITH ANY BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUE TO BE DONE

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. H. Clarke, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow to approve retrospectively a payment of £1297.00 for wet pour repairs on Levellings.
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6. APPOINTMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. R. Plastow, seconded by Cllr. D. Dobbie that the following members be elected to the Police Partnership Group for 2008 / 2009.
Councillors – P. Banyard, H. Clarke, T. Davies, EJ. Hadley, R. Hesse-Phillipson, S. Jupp, KD. Woolley
7. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair announced that members of the press and public will not have to leave the meeting for agenda item 17.
8. REPORT FROM THE CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
The Clerk advised the Committee that the van had been broken into at the lock up over the weekend. 
9. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A letter had been received from a member of the public in regard to a 20mph speed limit down North Marsh Road.

The said area had been discussed at the Full Council meeting on 3rd June by Steve Wiles from Lincolnshire County Council Highways Department.

RECOMMENDATION to Full Council on proposal by Cllr. D. Dobbie, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow for Gainsborough Town Council to pursue an advisory 20mph speed limit outside every education establishment in Gainsborough.

10. TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS REMAINING FROM THE LAST MEETING
No business to dispose of.
11. NOTICE OF MOTION
i.
Councillor KJ. Smith has submitted the following motion.
“Mayor, 

Many months ago, Cllr Dobbie put forward the idea of an alcohol ban on the Levellings. I believe that it’s not within our powers as a Town Council to actually put a ban in place, we would have no legal enforceability. 

I think that there is a way forward to this situation. I therefore ask that this council writes to West Lindsey District Council, as the designated Local Authority, requesting that we meet to discuss the possibility of them issuing a Designation Public Places Order (DPPO). 

DPPOs are orders made by local authorities under powers given to them under section 13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001. These powers make it easier for local authorities to designate places where restrictions on public drinking will apply and are available in areas that have experienced alcohol-related disorder or nuisance. 

There are examples of these being used in other areas: 

Newquay is a seaside town with a population of 20,000. It has a vibrant night-time economy and a total club capacity of 10,000 people. Newquay is currently a mecca for stag and hen weekends and is easily accessible by road or air. Drink promotions in its bars and clubs have however brought with them problems of underage drinking and alcohol-related crime and disorder. 
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The powers to confiscate alcohol in a designated area and to confiscate alcohol from young people have been particularly useful in targeting alcohol misuse. 

Sufficient dedicated resources need to be available if confiscation of alcohol is to be effective. If carried out in a firm but fair manner there is very little friction caused by enforcing this legislation 

It is important to have high profile signs regarding the DPPO and one-way bins for the seized alcohol containers. 

Harpenden Town Council also worked with their local district council to set up a DPPO. 

I know that this isn’t a quick process, but as a representative of the Gainsborough population, I believe this is a worthwhile use of our time and resources. 

I so move” 


Cllr. D. Dobbie seconded the motion.

The item was deferred until July’s meeting in order for Cllr. KJ. Smith to speak on it.

12. APPEAL REQUESTS
Cllr. KD. Woolley arrived at the meeting at 7:17pm.

LINCOLN & LINDSEY BLIND SOCIETY
The Clerk advised the Committee that S137 grants must be used purely for the benefit of the Gainsborough Community.
RESOLVED to write asking to resubmit an appeal request to guarantee the money will be spent in Gainsborough and how.
13. IT OFFICE EQUIPMENT

The Clerk suggested deferring until the next meeting when Cllr. KJ. Smith would be present.
14. CEMETERY EQUIPMENT
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. H. Clarke, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow that the quotation from Amber Tree Care be approved.
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. R. Plastow, seconded by Cllr. D. Dobbie that the quotation from Spaldings for a Petrol Driven Pump be approved.

Cllr. D. Dobbie advised that he had received complaints regarding the bottom access gate to the cemetery being welded up.

The Clerk advised that the footpath will be closed at any time due to it being regenerated but once the footpath reopens with lighting the bottom access gate will be reopened as well.
15. CIVIC SERVICE

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. EJ. Hadley, seconded by Cllr. D. Dobbie to hold Gainsborough’s annual Civic Service and reception on Sunday 21st September. The Assistant Clerk to liaise with the Mayor and report back to July’s meeting for approval.
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The Clerk advised the Committee that Cook’s Kitchen who have provided the catering for the reception for a number of years had retired due to health problems.


Cllr. D. Dobbie requested the Council send a letter of thanks and regret they are unable to continue.

16. NEWSLETTER

The Clerk advised that the last issue published was July 2007 and Committee are to decide whether they wish to get the newsletter back up and running.
The Committee advised that they would like to see the newsletter published 3 times a year and to keep the previous format.

The following ideas were given for the next issue, advertise who the citizen of the year is, message from the Mayor and advise about the Mayors charity, new Councillors and new staff.

The office are to produce a draft for July’s meeting.

17. DOG CONTROL ORDERS

Cllr. D. Dobbie proposed holding an open public meeting to fulfil the public obligations prior to Committee discussions.
Cllr. D. Dobbie also recommended writing to the Parish School and football teams who use the Levellings to inform them of the public meeting.


Cllr. P. Key declared a personal interest as a dog owner.

Cllr. P. Key argued that it should only be the people who made representation at the meeting and also questioned why the matter of Dog Control Orders hasn’t gone to the Community Services Committee.
The Clerk advised that in the Councils Structure and Functions Policy usage of Council land comes under the Management and Finance Committee.
The Clerk advised the Committee that they must at this meeting, as advertised consider representations received from the public by 23rd May 2008 as advertised and base any decision on the representations received.
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. D. Dobbie, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow to hold an open public meeting.
The Clerk was asked to inform all members of the public that had made a representation and to put a public notice in the newspaper.

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. D. Dobbie, seconded by Cllr. KD. Woolley to hold the public meeting on Tuesday 24th June at 7:00pm, each person wishing to speak will have a time limit of 3 minutes with 1 minute to back once later.

Cllr. EJ. Hadley requested taking agenda item 20 first before excluding the public.

20. FINANCIAL REPORTS FROM MAY

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. D. Dobbie, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow to leave the approval of the year end report until the next meeting in order for the Councillors to consider it fully.
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. D. Dobbie, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow that the monthly statement of income and expenditure for May 2008 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 
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18. TOWN COUNCIL ACCOMMODATION

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. EJ. Hadley, seconded by Cllr. D. Dobbie that Standing Order 9.15 apply to exclude the press and public.
The item was deferred until the next meeting.
19. STAFFING ISSUES

The item was discussed and resolved on.
The meeting concluded at 8:36pm

Chairman
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