MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE – 20TH SEPTEMBER 2010

GAINSBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of a MEETING of the Management and Finance Committee held at Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough on Monday 20th September 2010 at 7:00pm
Present:


Councillor Pearl Banyard (In the Chair)
Councillor Elaine Hadley
Councillor Vaughan Hughes

Councillor Sally Jupp

Councillor Roger Plastow

Councillor John Ridley

In Attendance:

Assistant Clerk to the Council

Environmental Officer

Events / Finance Officer

Also in Attendance:

Councillor Harry Clarke

Councillor Tim Davies

Councillor David Dobbie
Councillor Paul Key

Two members of the public

One member of the press

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

No apologies received.
2. MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No interests were declared.
3. COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. R. Plastow, seconded by Cllr. EJ. Hadley that the notes of the Management and Finance Committee meeting on Monday 12th July 2010 be confirmed and signed as a correct record.
4. TO DEAL WITH ANY BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUTE TO BE DONE

No business to be dealt with.
5. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

No Chairman’s announcements.
6. REPORT FROM THE CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
Cllr. P. Key stressed that he wanted to ask a question on the Clerks Report but it was on pink paper.
The Assistant Clerk advised that the report was written by the Clerk and he wasn’t present and advised that she wasn’t involved in what the Clerks report was about and advised Cllr. P. Key to put a question into the Clerk.
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Cllr. P. Key stressed that as the Assistant Clerk was present she should be able to answer the questions on behalf of the Clerk.

The Chairman advised that Cllr. P. Key could ask a question later on in the meeting once public and press had been excluded.

7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public participation received.
8. TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS REMAINING FROM THE LAST MEETING
No items to be discussed.
9. RECOMMENDATIONS OF SUB-COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD IN APRIL

None received.

10. QUESTIONS TO THE MAYOR

Cllr. D. Dobbie submitted the following question: -
Answer in writing to the Council please.

Having been previously informed at Management and Finance meeting on 17th May by the Clerk that the 2007/8 audit have been “all checked and approved now”, why did this Council receive the Recorded Delivery letter of 14th July (a copy supplied by me)?

Can I have a detailed account of all contact between the Auditors and the Council and what each contact was about in detail?

Council I again ask what the unanswered questions to the 2006/7 Audit were and what answers were supplied to them.

How have each question on the letter given by the Clerk at the December Full Council meeting from Clement Keys been answered? Please supply both question and answer in your written reply.

And may I once again ask why none of these issues of the previous Audits 2006/7 have been brought to the attention of this Council without the questions I have been asking?
The Chairman advised Cllr. D. Dobbie that he would receive his reply in writing once the Clerk had returned from annual leave and she would personally make sure of it.

Cllr. D. Dobbie advised that he wanted the reply read out at the next meeting for public to hear and didn’t think it was acceptable as he had been asking for the information since last Autumn.
Cllr. P. Key advised that he was absolutely disgusted of the Management and Finance Committee if that is the answer.

Cllr. V. Hughes advised that he had spoken to both ABC Accounting and Clement Keys and there are a few minor issues that need clearing up but both advised that it should all be done very soon. Cllr. V. Hughes was lead to believe there had been a problem in response time from the Council to Clement Keys and think there should be more robust measures in response times.
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Cllr. P. Key made a comment that the Clerk was ‘conveniently away’. The Environment Officer informed Council that the original Management and Finance meeting was planned for the 13th 

September was moved to 20th September at the Full Council meeting on September 7th. The Clerk’s holidays were booked further in advance.
11. NOTICE OF MOTION

No motions received.
12. APPEAL REQUESTS
Gainsborough Model Railway Society
The Gainsborough Model Railway Society are requesting for funding to help the printing of their 2011 leaflet.
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. S. Jupp, seconded by Cllr. V. Hughes to award Gainsborough Model Railway Society with £200.

13. SECURE CABINET
The Assistant Clerk requested approval of the purchase of a secure cabinet to keep petty cash, staff salary information etc in.

Cllr. P. Key questioned if we had approached WLDC to see if they had a spare one, Cllr. T. Davies advised that he believed all their old items had been auctioned off.

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. J. Ridley, seconded by Cllr. S. Jupp to purchase a secure cabinet from ESPO at a cost of £569.
Cllr. V. Hughes abstained from the vote.
14. TENDERS
The Environmental Officer requested permission from the Committee to advertise for expressions of interest to tender for the maintenance of Roses and Marshalls Sports Ground from 1st January 2011.
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. EJ. Hadley, seconded by Cllr. V. Hughes to advertise for expression of interest in the local trade paper and the Target.

The Environmental Officer advised that the Committee may want to discuss Richmond park at the end when public and press are excluded.

15. FINANCIAL REPORTS FROM JULY & AUGUST
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. P. Banyard, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow that the monthly statement of income and expenditure for July and August 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 
16. YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT 2009 / 2010

Cllr. J. Ridley asked for a breakdown of how much had been spent on each play area.

Cllr. J. Ridley questions why ABC Accounting had three payments down.
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Cllr. J. Ridley made the comment that he believed the ‘financial people are misleading the Council’.

The Committee decided to refer the approval of the report until the next meeting when the Clerk had returned and more questions could be asked.
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6. REPORT FROM THE CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. EJ. Hadley, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow that Standing Order 9.15 apply to exclude the press and public.



An item was discussed.

STAFFING ISSUES

Two items were discussed and resolved on.

TENDERS

The item was discussed and resolved on.
The meeting concluded at 8:54pm

Chairman
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