FULL COUNCIL – 2ND SEPTEMBER 2008

GAINSBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of a MEETING of Council held at Gainsborough House, 18 Parnell Street, Gainsborough on Tuesday 2nd September 2008 at 7:00pm
Present:


Councillor Pearl Banyard (In the Chair)
Councillor Harry Clarke

Councillor Tim Davies
Councillor David Dobbie
Councillor Elaine Hadley
Councillor Raoul Hesse-Phillipson

Councillor Vaughan Hughes
Councillor Cynthia Isherwood

Councillor Sally Jupp
Councillor Paul Key
Councillor Ola Moran-Zietek

Councillor William Parry

Councillor James Plastow

Councillor Roger Plastow

Councillor Kenneth Woolley
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Council

Assistant Clerk to the Council 
Also in Attendance:

Three members of the public
Prior to the meeting Reverend Keith Lackenby led the meeting in prayer.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor David Manning
2. MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Paul Key declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 as an ex member of the Levellings Working Group.
3. COUNCIL MINUTES

Following amendments it was: -

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. EJ. Hadley, seconded by Cllr. R. Hesse-Phillipson that the notes of the Full Council meeting on Tuesday 1st July 2008 and the notes of the Extraordinary Full Council meeting on Tuesday 5th August 2008 be confirmed as a correct record.

4. TO DEAL WITH ANY BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUTE TO BE DONE
The Clerk advised that an election had been called for the East Ward. The Clerk informed Council that they needed to make a decision whether or not they wanted polling cards sending out at an approximate cost of £1,000.
Cllr. D. Dobbie spoke in favour of sending poll cards out on this occasion.
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At the request of Cllr. EJ. Hadley a recorded vote was taken as follows:
For: Councillors P. Banyard, H. Clarke, T. Davies, D. Dobbie, EJ. Hadley, R. Hesse-Phillipson, V. Hughes, C. Isherwood, S. Jupp, P. Key, O. Moran-Zietek, WSR. Parry, J. Plastow, R. Plastow, KD. Woolley.


A total of 15 votes for and 0 votes against the motion passed.
5. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair had no announcements.
6. REPORT FROM THE CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
The Clerk informed the Council that five members of the City of London Council will be visiting the Council offices on Wednesday 17th September to have a demonstration on the Cemetery computer system and a question and answer session with the Assistant Clerk and Environmental Officer.
7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public questions received.
8. TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS REMAINING FROM THE LAST MEETING

Cllr. D. Dobbie advised Council that a sign had been erected on Ramper Road for the Share a Ride Scheme, which Council had previously written requesting for said sign.
9. RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD IN JULY
Management and Finance Committee

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. EJ. Hadley, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow to accept the recommendations contained in the minutes of Personnel and Procedures Sub-Committee held on Monday 23rd June and in the notes of Personnel and Procedures Sub-Committee held on Thursday 10th July.
10. QUESTIONS TO THE MAYOR

None received.
11. NOTICE OF MOTIONS

Cllr. T. Davies proposed that Standing Order 18.1 apply for the following motion, seconded by Cllr. EJ. Hadley.
Cllr. D. Dobbie requested that the motions be taken as two separate motions and proposed an amendment that Standing Order 18.1 only apply to motion ii and not i, Cllr. T. Davies seconded the amendment.

Cllr. P. Key quoted Standing Order 29.1 advising that he wanted a copy of a certain document that the Council had received from Burton and Dyson prior to him being a Councillor.
Cllr. V. Hughes questioned if Standing Order 29.2 would counteract 29.1 and the Clerk advised that it would as he has a direct interest in the document.
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Cllr. P. Key stated that Standing Orders are rubbish and Council only take into note of the Standing Orders they want to, Cllr. P. Key requested that the statement be minuted.
The following motion is deferred until next months meeting under Standing Order 49.1.

i.
Councillor P. Key has submitted the following motion.

About 4 weeks ago I put a request to the Town Clerk asking for all the information to do with Dog Control Orders since 2006.

I was quite specific about the information I requested, I requested all information concerned parties that has to be done by law regarding The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.

I specifically asked for all documentation from WLDC, LCC information from Burton and Dyson and the information from Queens Council etc. I have been informed by the Clerk that Burton and Dyson are worried about sensitive information being leaked to the public and are only dealing with the Clerk.

My proposal is to ask the full Town Council to vote on this issue and support my proposal so that this information is made available to every member of the Gainsborough Town Council so that they have all the facts on this issue. 

I believe that Burton and Dyson Solicitors work for the Gainsborough Town Council and not the other way round. I believe it is Standing Orders that if a Councillor is worried about an issue which could be detrimental to the Council they have the right to seek advice from a third party, in this case the Town Council’s Solicitors.

And this is my second proposal that if this information is not made available why are we dealing with this company. Surely a Councillor is allowed to see information that related to the Gainsborough Town Council and I would propose that the full Council makes a decision to move to another solicitor that will release such information as and when required to do so.

_____________________________
Cllr. T. Davies proposed that Standing Order 18.1 apply for motion ii, seconded by Cllr. EJ. Hadley.

At the request of Cllr. EJ. Hadley a recorded vote was taken as follows:
For: Councillors P. Banyard, H. Clarke, T. Davies, EJ. Hadley, R. Hesse-Phillipson, V. Hughes, C. Isherwood, S. Jupp, O. Moran-Zietek, WSR. Parry, J. Plastow, R. Plastow, KD. Woolley.

Against: Councillors D. Dobbie, P. Key


A total of 13 votes for and 2 votes against the motion passed.

The following motion was quashed under Standing Order 18.1.

ii.
Councillor P. Key has submitted the following motion.

As you are aware there are many parts to the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 and many different sanctions that can be used to implement this act.

The banning of dogs from certain areas should be the last resort as other options are available, these include Dog Control Orders to stop people from letting their dogs foul, you can also put restrictions on what time of day people can walk their dogs (mainly when children are at school) and Dog Control Orders to keep dogs on a lead, and also limit the number of dogs that a person can walk.
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Having seen the problems that the last set of Dog Control Orders posed and in my opinion this new Dog Control Order that is under discussion could fail to stand up in court as it names the park as Love Lane (commonly known as the Levellings) and not Sir Hickman Bacon Memorial Park, which is its proper name according to the Deed of Gift, this could again bring problems, also the advert that appeared in the Gainsborough Target names 8 other play areas in the parish one of which I believe is Sandsfield Lane North, which the last time I was up there had no play equipment on it, so why should there be a dog ban on it.

Also when the last set of Dog Control Orders were implemented the only place that had Fixed Penalty Notices displayed was the Hickman Bacon Memorial Park, not on any of the other 8 play areas which is a legal requirement to have these notices put up, so it clearly shows the public that these measures are in place.

Also as the Town Clerk stated in a full Town Council meeting that all the previous Dog Control Orders were now obsolete due to the orders being incorrectly implemented why are signs on the dog walk still showing that there are Fixed Penalty Notices for not keeping dogs on a lead and a dog fouling in the dog walk Order, both these Orders clearly do not exist, so the Town Council are breaking the law by still keeping these signs up.

Because I believe that this new Order could again be flawed, I would like to propose that if full Council decide to bring in the Dog Exclusion Order that they once again reintroduce the Order again properly and use the time that it will take to undertake a probationary period and monitor the said areas as to see if there is still a problem with dog fouling, especially as the park is now locked at night.

At least this will give a true reflection of any problems on these areas and then the Council will be able to fully decide as to what actions to take, bearing in mind not to alienate the responsible dog walking community who according to the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 have to be fully consulted as being one of the main users of these facilities.

12. TO FULFILL VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES. MEMBER CHAMPIONS OR OUTSIDE BODIES

The Clerk advised that there is a vacancy on the Management and Finance Committee.
Cllr. R. Hesse-Phillipson proposed Cllr. T. Davies, seconded by Cllr. S. Jupp.

Cllr. D. Dobbie proposed Cllr. P. Key but no seconder was forthcoming.

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. R. Hesse-Phillipson, seconded by Cllr. S. Jupp that Cllr. T. Davies be elected onto the Management and Finance Committee.

13. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Management and Finance Committee
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. EJ. Hadley, seconded by Cllr. R. Plastow that the notes of the Management and Finance Committee meetings held on Monday 14th July 2008 be received and the resolutions contained therein be adopted.
Cllr. P. Key was against the vote.

Community Services Committee

RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. T. Davies, seconded by Cllr. EJ. Hadley that the notes of the Community Services Committee meeting held on Tuesday 15th July 2008 be received and the resolutions contained therein be adopted.
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Planning and Development Committee
RESOLVED on proposal by Cllr. T. Davies, seconded by Cllr. R. Hesse-Phillipson that the notes of the Planning and Development Committee meeting held on Thursday 7th August 2008 be received and the resolutions contained therein be adopted.
The meeting concluded at 7:42pm.
Chairman
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