
 

  

 

Appendix IV – Risk Ratings 



 

 
 

Risk Definitions 

Significance 
Level 

 

Definition/Comments 

 

 

 
Very High Risk 

There is a high probability that severe harm could arise to a 
designated receptor from an identified hazard, OR, there is 
evidence that severe harm to a designated receptor is currently 
happening. 

This risk, if realised, is likely to result in a substantial liability. Urgent 
investigation (if not undertaken already) and remediation are likely 
to be required. 

 

 

High Risk 

Harm is likely to arise to a designated receptor from an identified 
hazard. Realisation of the risk is likely to present a substantial 
liability. Urgent investigation (if not undertaken already) is required 
and remedial works may be necessary in the short term and are 
likely over the longer term. Likely contaminated land situation, risk 
assessment and action recommended. 

 

 

 

Moderate 

It is possible that harm could arise to a designated receptor from an 
identified hazard. However, is either relatively unlikely that any 
such harm would be severe, or if any harm were to occur it is more 
likely that the harm would be relatively mild. Investigation (if not 
already undertaken) is normally required to clarify the risk and to 
determine the potential liability. Some remedial works may be 
required in the longer term. Plausible contaminated land situation, 
risk assessment and possible action recommended. 

 
 

Low Risk 

It is possible that harm could arise to a designated receptor from an 
identified hazard, but it is likely that this harm, if realised, would at 
worst normally be mild. Unlikely contaminated land situation, 
possible risk assessment and possible action. 

 

Very Low Risk 

There is a low possibility that harm could arise to a receptor. In the 
event of such harm being realised it is not likely to be severe. 
Negligible risk, no action recommended except vigilance for 
changes in conditions. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


