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2026-06-02  Summons and Agenda FC 

Gainsborough Town Council  
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 

Tel: 01427 811573 

Website: gainsborough-tc.gov.uk 

 
To: All Members of Gainsborough Town Council:  

Councillor Sheila Bibb Councillor Mark Binns 
Councillor Stephen Blogg Councillor Nigel Bowler 
Councillor Nicholas Coxon  Councillor Richard Craig 
Councillor Dennis Dannatt Councillor Caz Davies 
Councillor Michael Devine Councillor David Dobbie 
Councillor Richard Doy Councillor Paul Hooton 
Councillor Paul Key Councillor Douglas Owles 
Councillor James Plastow Councillor Glenn Puxty 

Councillor Richard Thompson Councillor Kenneth Woolley 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN and Members are summoned to attend a meeting of 
Gainsborough Town Council to be held on Tuesday 2 June 2026 at 6:30pm in the meeting 
room, Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough, DN21 2RJ at which 
the under mentioned business will be transacted. 
 

Welcome from the Chair and housekeeping 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting there will be a public forum for a maximum 
of 15 minutes when members of the public may ask questions or make short (non-
political) statements to the Council.  
 
A maximum further 10 minutes will be set aside for the meeting to receive brief reports 
of the Police and elected members of Lincolnshire County Council and West Lindsey 
District Council. 
 

AGENDA 
FC27/036 Apologies for Absence 

To note apologies for absence. 

 

FC27/037 Declarations of Interest 
To receive any declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the 

Localism Act 2011. 

 

FC27/038 Dispensation Requests 
To consider any dispensation requests received by the Town Clerk in relation to 

personal and/or disclosable pecuniary interests, not previously recorded. 

 

FC27/039 

FULL COUNCIL AGENDA 
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FC27/040 Gainsborough 

 

 

FC27/041 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

To receive and resolve to sign as a true and accurate record the minutes of the 

Council meeting held on Tuesday 5 May 2026. 

Paper A (pages 4 to 12) 

 

FC27/042 Committee Meeting Minutes 

To note receipt of the draft minutes of the Committee meetings and the decisions 

contained therein. 

i. Property and Services Committee, Tuesday 12 May 2026 

Paper B (pages 13 to 18) 

ii. Planning Committee, Tuesday 19 May 2026 

Paper C (pages 19 to 23) 

iii. Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, Thursday 21 May 2026 

Paper D (pages 24 to 27) 

iv. Finance and Strategy Committee, Tuesday 26 May 2026  

Paper E (pages 28 to 31) 

 

FC27/043 Announcements 

To receive and note updates from: - 

i. Chair of Council 

ii. Leader of Council 

iii. Representatives on Outside Bodies 

iv. Town Clerk Paper F (pages 32 to 37) 

 

FC27/044 AGAR: Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 
To approve the nine individual statements of the AGAR: Section 1 – Annual 

Governance Statement 2025/26 preceded by the following assertion:  

“We acknowledge as the members of Gainsborough Town Council our 

responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, 

including arrangements for the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We 

confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the Accounting 

Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026.” 

Paper G (pages 38 to 39) 

 

FC27/045 Recommendations made by Committee 

To consider the following recommendation from Finance and Strategy Committee 

held 26 May 2026 (FS27/009 Year End Accounts 2025/26) 

RESOLVED:  To RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL to approve of the following 

reports for the 2025/26 financial year: -  

i. Consolidated Balance Sheet Paper H (pages 40 to 42) 
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ii. Income and Expenditure Account Report Paper I (pages 43 to 45) 

iii. Income and Expenditure Account Analysis Report Paper J (pages 46 to 48) 

iv. Income and Expenditure by Budget Headings Report Paper K (pages 49 to 

55) 

v. Trial Balance Paper L (pages 56 to 58) 
 

FC27/046 Recommendations made by Committee 

To consider the following recommendation from Finance and Strategy Committee 

held 26 May 2026 (FS26/010 AGAR - Section 2 Accounting Statements) 

RESOLVED:  To RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL to approve Section 2 - 

Accounting Statements 2025/26 of the AGAR. 

 Paper M (pages 59 to 60) 

 

FC27/047 Local Government Reorganisation 

To consider any recent updates. 

 

FC27/048 Correspondence 

To note the correspondence previously circulated by email (for information only). 

 Paper N (pages 61 to 62) 

 

FC27/049 Items for Notification 

To receive any items for notification to be included on a future agenda (for 

information only) 

i. Debt Write Off 

 

FC27/050 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
To note the date and time of the next Full Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 

7 July 2026 at 6:30pm. 

 
 

Rachel Allbones 
Town Clerk 

Richmond House 

Gainsborough  

 

    Thursday, 28 May 2026 
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Gainsborough Town Council  
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 

Tel: 01427 811573 

Website: gainsborough-tc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 5 May 2026 at 6:30pm in the 
Ceremony room, Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough, DN21 
2RJ. 
 

Councillors Present: Councillor Kenneth Woolley (Chair) 

 

Councillor Sheila Bibb Councillor Mark Binns 
Councillor Stephen Blogg Councillor Nigel Bowler 
Councillor Nicholas Coxon  Councillor Richard Craig 
Councillor Dennis Dannatt Councillor Caz Davies 
Councillor Michael Devine Councillor David Dobbie 
Councillor Richard Doy Councillor Paul Hooton 
Councillor Paul Key Councillor Douglas Owles 

Councillor James Plastow Councillor Glenn Puxty 

Councillor Richard Thompson Councillor Kenneth Woolley 

  

In Attendance:   

Rachel Allbones  Town Clerk 

Sean Alcock   Operations Manager 

 

Also Present: One member of the public attended the public forum and left prior to 

the commencement of the meeting. 

 

 

FC27/001 Election of the Chair of the Town Council for the 2026/27 Civic 
Year (Paper A) 
Councillors Blogg and Craig were both proposed and seconded. 

At the request of Councillor Dobbie a recorded vote was taken as follows: - 

 

Councillor Craig 

For: - Councillors Bibb, Bowler, Coxon, Craig, Dannatt, Davies, Devine, Hooton, 

Key, Owles, Puxty, Woolley 

Against: - Councillors Binns, Blogg, Doy, Thompson 

Abstained: - Councillors Dobbie, Plastow 

 

Councillor Blogg 

For: - Councillors Binns, Blogg, Dobbie, Plastow, Thompson 

Abstained: - Councillors Bibb, Bowler, Coxon, Craig, Dannatt, Davies, Devine, 

Doy, Hooton, Key, Owles, Puxty, Woolley 

 

DRAFT FULL COUNCIL MINUTES 
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RESOLVED: To elect Councillor Craig Chair and Town Mayor for the 2026-27 

municipal year.  

 
Councillor Craig signed and read aloud the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
which was also signed by the Proper Officer. 

 

FC27/002 Election of the Vice Chair of the Town Council for the 2026/27 
Civic Year (Paper B) 
Councillors Bibb and Blogg were both proposed and seconded. 

At the request of Councillor Dobbie a recorded vote was taken as follows: - 

 

Councillor Bibb 

For: - Councillors Bibb, Bowler, Coxon, Craig, Dannatt, Davies, Devine, Hooton, 

Key, Owles, Puxty, Woolley 

Against: - Councillors Dobbie 

Abstained: - Councillors Binns, Blogg, Doy, Plastow, Thompson 

 

Councillor Blogg 

For: - Councillors Binns, Blogg, Dobbie, Plastow, Thompson 

Abstained: - Councillors Bibb, Bowler, Coxon, Craig, Dannatt, Davies, Devine, 

Doy, Hooton, Key, Owles, Puxty, Woolley 

 

RESOLVED: To elect Councillor Bibb Vice Chair and Deputy Town Mayor for the 

2026-27 municipal year.  

 

Councillor Bibb signed and read aloud the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

which was also signed by the Proper Officer. 

 

FC27/003 Apologies for Absence 
No apologies for absence were received. 

 

FC27/004 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were declared. 

 

FC27/005 Dispensation Requests 
No dispensation requests were made. 

 

FC27/006  
There were no items for the exclusion of the public and press. 

FC27/007 Minutes of the Previous Meeting (Paper C) 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 7 April 

2026 be approved as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 

Note: Councillors Bowler, Dannatt and Plastow abstained from voting on the 

above resolution. 

 

FC27/008 Committee Meeting Minutes (Papers D - H) 
i. Community Emergency Plan Working Group, Monday 13 April 2026 
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ii. Policy Review Working Group, Tuesday 21 April 2026 

iii. Planning Committee, Tuesday 21 April 2026 

iv. Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, Thursday 23 April 2026 

v. Finance and Strategy Committee, Tuesday 28 April 2026  

RESOLVED: To NOTE the draft minutes of the Committees. 

 

FC27/009 Announcements (Paper I) 
i.  Chair of Council 

 The former Chair informed Members of the success of the Civic Charity Dinner 

and the Annual Town Meeting, both of which had a great public turnout. 

 

ii.  Leader of Council 

The Leader advised that he and the Chair of the Personnel Committee had 

carried out the Town Clerk’s appraisal and Caretaker interviews and thanked all 

employees for another fantastic year. 

 

iii. Representatives on Outside Bodies 

None received. 

 

iv. Town Clerk 

RESOLVED: To NOTE the Town Clerk’s report. 

 

FC27/010 Recommendations made by Committee (Paper J) 
Policy Review Working Group held 21 April 2026 (PO26/005 Standing Order 

Review): 

RESOLVED:  To RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL to adopt the reviewed 

Standing Orders. 

  

RESOLVED: To adopt the reviewed Standing Orders. 

 

FC27/011 Recommendations made by Committee (Paper K) 
Policy Review Working Group held 21 April 2026 (PO26/006 Financial 

Regulations Review): 

RESOLVED:  To RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL to adopt the reviewed 

Financial Regulations. 

 

RESOLVED: To adopt the reviewed Financial Regulations. 

 

FC27/012 Recommendations made by Committee (Paper L) 
Policy Review Working Group held 21 April 2026 (PO26/007 Structure and 

Functions Review): 

RESOLVED:  To RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL to adopt the reviewed 

Structure and Functions. 

 

RESOLVED: To adopt the reviewed Structure and Functions. 

 

FC27/013 Recommendations made by Committee (Paper M) 
Policy Review Working Group held 21 April 2026 (PO26/008 Members Code of 

Conduct Review): 
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RESOLVED:  To RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL to adopt the reviewed 

Members Code of Conduct. 

 

RESOLVED: To adopt the reviewed Members Code of Conduct. 

 

FC27/014 Recommendations made by Committee 

Finance and Strategy Committee held 28 April 2026 (FS26/179 Insurance 

Renewal): 

RESOLVED: To RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL that the insurance renewal 

with Zurich Municipal be approved on a 3-year Long-Term Agreement at a cost of 

£18,524.59 per annum, with £3,524.59 to be funded from General Reserves. 

 

RESOLVED: To approve the insurance renewal with Zurich Municipal on a three-

year Long-Term Agreement at a cost of £18,524.59 per annum, with £3,524.59 to 

be funded from General Reserves. 

 

FC27/015 Council Leader 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillor Key as the Leader of the Council for the 

2026-27 municipal year. 

 

Note: Councillor Dobbie voted against the above resolution. 

Note: Councillors Binns, Plastow and Thompson abstained from voting on the 

above resolution. 

 

FC27/016 Council Deputy Leader 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillor Owles as the Deputy Leader of the Council 

for the 2026-27 municipal year. 

 

Note: Councillor Blogg voted against the above resolution. 

Note: Councillors Binns, Dobbie, Doy, Plastow and Thompson abstained from 

voting on the above resolution. 

 

FC27/017 Finance and Strategy Committee 
RESOLVED: To appoint the following Members to the Finance and Strategy 
Committee for the 2026–27 municipal year: 

• Councillors Blogg, Bowler, Coxon, Devine, Dobbie, Hooton and Puxty as full 
members 

• Councillors Craig and Key as ex-officio members and  

• Councillors Bibb and Owles as substitute members for the 2026-27 municipal 
year. 

 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillor Bowler as Chair of the Finance and Strategy 

Committee for the 2026-27 municipal year. 

 

FC27/018 Property and Services Committee 
RESOLVED: To appoint the following Members to the Property and Services 
Committee for the 2026–27 municipal year: 

• Councillors Binns, Coxon, Dannatt, Davies, Owles, Plastow and Thompson 
as full members 

• Councillors Craig and Key as ex-officio members 
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• Councillor Hooton as substitute member 
 
Councillors Dannatt and Owles were both proposed and seconded for the 
position of Chair of the Property and Services Committee. 
 
A vote was taken on the appointment of Councillor Dannatt as Chair, resulting in: 
• 8 votes for  
• 1 vote against  
• 9 abstentions  
 
A further vote was taken on the appointment of Councillor Owles as Chair, 
resulting in: 
• 11 votes for  
• 7 abstentions  
 
RESOLVED: That Councillor Owles be appointed Chair of the Property and 
Services Committee for the 2026–27 municipal year. 

 

FC27/019 Personnel Committee 
RESOLVED: To appoint the following Members to the Personnel Committee for 
the 2026–27 municipal year: 

• Councillors Bibb, Bowler, Dannatt, Hooton, Owles, Thompson and Woolley 
as full members 

• Councillors Craig and Key as ex-officio members  

• Councillor Davies as substitute member 
 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillor Woolley as Chair of the Personnel 

Committee for the 2026-27 municipal year. 

 

FC27/020 Planning Committee 
RESOLVED: To appoint the following Members to the Planning Committee for 
the 2026–27 municipal year: 
• Councillors Binns, Blogg, Dobbie, Owles, Plastow, Puxty and Thompson as 

full members 
• Councillors Craig and Key as ex-officio members  
• Councillors Devine and Hooton as substitute members 
 
Councillors Plastow and Puxty were both proposed and seconded for the position 
of Chair of the Planning Committee. 
 
A vote was taken on the appointment of Councillor Plastow as Chair, resulting in: 
• 5 votes for  
• 1 vote against  
• 12 abstentions  
 
A further vote was taken on the appointment of Councillor Puxty as Chair, 
resulting in: 
• 13 votes for  
• 5 abstentions  
 
RESOLVED: That Councillor Puxty be appointed Chair of the Planning 
Committee for the 2026–27 municipal year. 
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FC27/021 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillors Bibb, Binns, Dobbie, Owles and Thompson 

to the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, with Councillors Craig and Key 

serving as ex-officio members for the 2026-27 municipal year. 

 

FC27/022 Emergency Community Plan Working Group 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillors Bibb, Hooton, Owles and Thompson to the 

Community Emergency Plan Working Group, with Councillors Craig and Key 

serving as ex-officio members for the 2026-27 municipal year. 

 

FC27/023 Asset Transfer Task and Finish Group 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillors Bowler, Dannatt and Owles to the Asset 

Transfer Task and Finish Group, with Councillors Craig and Key serving as ex-

officio members for the 2026-27 municipal year. 
 

FC27/024 Policy Review Working Group 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillors Davies, Devine and Thompson to the Policy 

Review Working Group, with Councillors Craig and Key serving as ex-officio 

members for the 2026-27 municipal year. 

 

FC27/025 Appointment of Representation on or work with External Bodies 
RESOLVED: To appoint the following representatives to outside bodies: 
i. Gainsborough Adventure Playground Association – Councillor Coxon 

Note: Councillors Plastow and Woolley voted against the above resolution. 
 

ii. Friends of Richmond Park – Councillor Davies 
Note: Councillor Dobbie voted against the above resolution. 
Note: Councillor Binns abstained from voting on the above resolution. 
 

iii. North Notts and Lincs Community Rail Partnership CIC – Councillor Owles 
iv. Marshalls & Rose Brothers Memorial Charity – Councillor Woolley 
v. Gainsborough in Bloom – Councillor Davies 
vi. Safeguarding Champion – Councillor Hooton 
vii. First Aid Champion– Councillor Hooton 
viii. Armed Forces Champion – Councillor Dannatt 

 

FC27/026 Authorised Signatories – Payments 
RESOLVED: To appoint Councillors Bowler, Craig, Davies, Key and Plastow as 

authorised payment signatories for 2026/27, with any two signatures required. 

 

  Note: Councillor Coxon voted against the above resolution. 

  Note: Councillor Plastow abstained from voting on the above resolution. 

 

FC27/027 Authorised Signatories - Legal documents 
RESOLVED: To appoint the Town Clerk and RFO, together with those members 

on the Town Council’s bank mandate, currently are Councillors Bowler, Craig, 

Davies, Key and Plastow as authorised persons to sign legal documents for 

2026/27.  

 

Note: Councillor Plastow abstained from voting on the above resolution. 
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FC27/028 Meeting Calendar for 2026 / 2027 (Paper N) 
RESOLVED: To approve a meeting schedule for 2026/27. 

 

FC27/029 Subscriptions 
RESOLVED: To approve Council’s subscriptions to:  
i. LALC / NALC 
ii. The National Allotment Society 
iii. ICCM 
iv. Information Commissioners Office 
v. Grants Online 

 

FC27/030 Motion received from Councillor Coxon 

To discuss and make a decision regarding the provision of business cards for 

members who wish to have them. 

 Seconded by Councillor Owles. 

 

 RESOLVED: To refer the matter to the Finance and Strategy Committee to 

obtain costings for generic Councillor business cards and 50 personalised 

business cards for each interested Member. Nine Councillors expressed an 

interest in receiving business cards. 

   

FC27/031 Motion received from Councillor Owles 

The purpose of this motion is to seek support from members to collaborate 

effectively between the district councillors and town councillors in organising a 

street surgery in the marketplace on market days.  

 

I believe we can effectively utilise the West Lindsey's pop-up gazebo and our 

new pop-up banners for the Town Council, allowing us to engage with residents 

directly. This initiative would provide an excellent opportunity for us to discuss 

local matters, gather information, address any queries or concerns, and relay 

pertinent questions to other ward councillors, including those from the district 

council and Lincolnshire County Council.  

 

To facilitate this process, we would need to create a standard form, which I 

understand the Town Clerk is willing to assist us in developing. This initiative 

aims to enhance our presence in the marketplace and to reinforce the identity of 

the Town Council, showing that we are an approachable entity within the 

community rather than a faceless organisation.  

 

It is essential to note that this would be a non-political event, open to any 

members wishing to participate on Tuesdays and Saturdays. The platform will not 

serve to promote any individual political party but will focus solely on the benefits 

for our town, including the facilities, amenities, and services provided by 

Gainsborough Town Council.  

 

I am seeking members support, to establish this initiative on a weekly basis going 

forward. Importantly, this proposal will not incur any expenditure for the Town 

Council, as we have already secured approval from West Lindsey for the use of 

their pop-up gazebo, which will be set up and dismantled as part of the general 
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market operations, used jointly by both organisations when members are 

available.  

Seconded by Councillor Coxon  

 

I look forward to your thoughts on this proposal and hope to receive your support 

in bringing this initiative to fruition. 

 

RESOLVED: To support collaboration between District Councillors and Town 

Councillors in organising street surgeries in the Market Place on market days.  

It was noted that a minimum of three Members to be in attendance at each 

session, with Councillor Owles coordinating a rota and Member availability. 

 

Note: Councillor Dobbie voted against the above resolution. 

  Note: Councillor Plastow abstained from voting on the above resolution. 

 

FC27/032 Local Government Reorganisation 

No update was received. 

 

FC27/033 Correspondence (Paper O) 
  RESOLVED: To NOTE the correspondence circulated. 

 

FC27/034 Items for Notification 

i. AGAR: Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 

ii. Year End Accounts 2025/26 

iii. AGAR: Section 2 - Accounting Statements 

iv. Debt Write Off 

 

FC27/035 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
RESOLVED: To NOTE the next Full Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 2 

June 2026 at 6:30pm at Richmond House, Morton Terrace. 

 

The meeting closed at 8:30pm. 

 

 

Signed as a true record of the Meeting: ________________________   Dated_____________ 
              Presiding Chair of approving meeting 
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Gainsborough Town Council  
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 

Tel: 01427 811573 

Website: gainsborough-tc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Property and Services Committee held on Tuesday 12 May 2026 at 6:30pm in 
the meeting room, Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough, DN21 
2RJ 
 
Councillors Present: Councillor Doug Owles (Chair) 

 

Councillor Nicholas Coxon Councillor Richard Craig 
Councillor Dennis Dannatt Councillor Paul Key 
Councillor James Plastow Councillor Richard Thompson 

 

In Attendance:   

Sean Alcock   Operations Manager  

Amanda Clarke  Communities Officer  

Natasha Gardener  Assistant Clerk 

 

Also Present:  One member of the public. 

 

 

PS27/001 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Davies. 

 

PS27/002 Vice Chair 

RESOLVED: To elect Councillor Davies as Vice Chair for Property and Services 

Committee. 

 

Note: Councillors Key and Coxon abstained on voting on the above resolution. 

 

PS27/003 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were received.  

 

PS27/004 Dispensation Requests 
No dispensation requests were received.  

 

PS27/005 
RESOLVED: To exclude the public and press from items PS27/012, PS27/013, 

PS27/014, PS27/015 in accordance with the 

. 

 

DRAFT PROPERTY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
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PS27/006 Minutes of the Previous Meeting (Paper A) 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Property and Services Committee meeting 

held on Tuesday 10 March 2026 be approved as a true and accurate record and 

signed by the Chair. 

 

Note: Councillors Plastow and Owles abstained on voting on the above 

resolution.  

 

RESOLVED: Under Standing Order 10.1f the order of business was changed to 

take item PS27/011 next.  

 

PS27/011 Request for Animals on Allotments (Paper F) 
Spital Hill – Quail 

RESOLVED: To proceed with Option E and approve a pilot scheme to allow quail 

on a trial basis for a defined period of 6–12 months, with monitoring throughout 

the trial period. A review report is to be presented to Committee after 6 months 

for consideration prior to any wider adoption or policy amendment after 12 

months. 

 

Foxby Hill – Rabbits:  

Councillor Coxon proposed Option B to approve with additional conditions  

• As per Option A, but with further conditions: 

• Enclosures must be located within individual plots rather than shared 

across multiple plots;  

• Regular inspection by the Council or Communities Officer;  

• Clear waste management and hygiene requirements;  

• A review period (e.g. 6–12 months) to assess compliance, seconded by 

Councillor Thompson.  

 

At the request of Councillor Plastow a recorded vote was taken:  

For: Councillors Coxon, Craig, Key, Thompson 

Against: Councillors Dannatt, Plastow 

Abstention: Councillor Owles  

 

Councillor Dannatt proposed Option C: Decline permission on the basis that 

shared enclosures and multi-plot arrangements may complicate enforcement, 

tenancy responsibilities, and site management, on the provision of getting further 

information and clarification on the health for the rabbits and site security of the 

rabbits, so they are not coming into contact with wild rabbits that may be on the 

allotment, seconded by Councillor Plastow.  

 

At the request of Councillor Plastow a recorded vote was taken  

For: Councillors Dannatt, Key, Owles, Plastow 

Against: Councillors Coxon  

Abstained: Councillors Craig, Thompson  

 

As there was an equal number of votes in favour of each proposal, Councillor 

Owles exercised his casting vote as Chair in favour of Option C. 

15



3 | P a g e  
 

Initialled:  Property and Services Committee minutes 2026-27   

RESOLVED: To decline permission on the basis that shared enclosures and 

multi-plot arrangements may complicate enforcement, tenancy responsibilities, 

and site management, on the provision of getting further information and 

clarification on the health for the rabbits and site security of the rabbits, so they 

are not coming into contact with wild rabbits that may be on the allotment. 

 

PS27/007 Town Centre Events (Paper B) 
Councillor Dannatt proposed the recommendation contained within the report, 

seconded by Councillor Plastow. 

At the request of Cllr Key a recorded vote was taken:  

For: Councillors Dannatt, Owles, Plastow, Thompson 

Against: Councillors Coxon, Key 

Abstained: Councillor Craig 

 

RESOLVED: To approve contributions from the 2026/27 budget as follows: 

• £1,000 for Illuminate 2027 (budget code 10010);  

• £3,000 for Go Festival 2026 (budget code 10050); and  

• £7,500 for the Christmas Lights Festival 2026 (budget code 11000). 

 

PS27/008 Ransomes Mower (Paper C) 
   

Note: The member of public left the meeting.   

 

RESOLVED: To proceed with Option 1 and continue using the existing Toro LT-

F3000 mower for the cricket outfield at no additional cost. 

 

PS27/009 Pocket Park at Spital Terrace (Paper D) 
RESOLVED: Not to undertake maintenance of the Pocket Park at Spital Terrace. 

 

Note: Councillors Coxon and Dannatt voted against the above resolution.  

Note: Councillor Thompson abstained on voting on the above resolution.  

 

Note: Councillor Coxon left the meeting at 7:49pm.  

 

PS27/010 Love Lane Allotment Electric Gate (Paper E) 
RESOLVED: To decline the request for installation of electric gates on the 

grounds that it does not constitute a reasonable adjustment. 

 

PS27/012 Allotment Tenancy Breaches (Paper G) 
RESOLVED: To issue a Notice to Quit to the tenant, as detailed in 

recommendation 2 of the report. 

 
Note: Councillor Craig left the meeting at 8:02pm. 

 
RESOLVED: To issue a Notice to Quit to the tenants, as detailed in the report, if 
no improvements are made by 21 May 2026, in accordance with 
recommendation 3. 
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Note: Councillor Dannatt requested that the same position is used when 
inspection photos are taken, supported by Councillor Owles.  

 

RESOLVED: To issue a Notice to Quit to the tenant, detailed in recommendation 
1 of the report. 

 

PS27/013 Allotment Breach Appeals (Paper H) 
i. Appeal 1 

RESOLVED: To defer reviewing the appeal subject to receiving further 

information from the tenant.  

 

RESOLVED: Under Standing Order 3.26 to extend the meeting past 2 hours.  

 

ii. Appeal 2 

RESOLVED: To uphold the decision to issue the breach notice and as previously 

resolved under PS27/012 for a Notice to Quit to be issued. 

 

iii. Appeal 3 

RESOLVED: To uphold the decision to issue the breach notice.  

 

PS27/014 North Warren Cemetery Gates (Paper I) 
RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Gainsborough Building Ltd for 

£1,985.00 +VAT for repairs to the entrance gates at North Warren Cemetery. 

 

PS27/015 Christmas Lights Infrastructure Overhaul (Paper J) 
NOTE: Insufficient information was provided at this time and therefore the item 

was deferred for a future meeting.  

 

PS27/016 Items for Notification 

To receive any items for notification to be included on a future agenda (for 

information only) 

i. Richmond Park Potting Shed Demolition - June 

ii. Richmond Park Garden Wall Repointing - June 

iii. Love Lane Allotment Access Road - June 

iv. Richmond House & Park Condition Report - June 

v. Richmond House & Park Feasibility Study 

vi. Richmond Park Outbuilding Repair Quotes 

vii. General Cemetery Chapel 

viii. Fire Risk Assessment Remedials - Marshalls Main Pavilion 

ix. Fire Risk Assessment Remedials - Marshalls Bowls Pavilion 

x. Volunteer Recognition 

xi. Christmas Lights Infrastructure Overhaul  

 

PS27/017 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
RESOLVED: To note the next Property and Services Committee meeting is an 

extraordinary meeting scheduled for Tuesday 9 June 2026 at 6:30pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 8:43pm. 
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Signed as a true record of the Meeting: ________________________ Dated_____________ 
Presiding Chair of approving meeting 
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Gainsborough Town Council  
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 

Tel: 01427 811573 

Website: gainsborough-tc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday 19 May 2026 at 6:30pm in the 
meeting room, Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough, DN21 2RJ.  
 
Councillors Present:       Councillor Glenn Puxty (Chair) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
In Attendance: 
Natasha Gardener  Assistant Clerk 
 
 

PL27/001 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Blogg, M Devine and D 

Owles. 

 

PL27/002 Vice Chair 

 RESOLVED: To elect Councillor Plastow as Vice Chair for the Planning 

Committee. 

 

PL27/003 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Dobbie declared a personal interest in agenda PS27/010 as multiple 

members of the public have contacted him as the ward Councillor. 

Councillor Binns declared a personal interest in agenda item PS27/010 as he 

knows the applicant. 

Councillor Binns declared a personal interest in agenda item PS27/019 as he 

knows the applicant. 

 

PL27/004 Dispensation Requests 
No dispensation requests were received.  

 

PL27/005 

 

 

PL27/006 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Councillor Mark Binns Councillor Richard Craig 
Councillor David Dobbie Councillor Paul Hooton (sub) 
Councillor Paul Key Councillor James Plastow 
Councillor Richard Thompson  

DRAFT PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
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 RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 

Tuesday 21 April 2026 be approved as a true and accurate record and signed by 

the Chair. 

 

Note: Councillors Craig, Hooton, Key and Plastow abstained on voting on the 

above resolution.   

 

PL27/007 Planning Application 

  Application Ref No: WL/2026/00361 (received 20/04/26) any observations to 

make on the application, please make them by 25/05/2026 

Proposal: Planning application to erect 2no. dwellings. 

Location: Garages Adjacent to 60 Nelson Street, Gainsborough 
 
RESOLVED: To support the application.  

 

PL27/008 Planning Application 

Application Ref No: WL/2026/00382 (received 24/04/26) any observations to 

make on the application, please make them by 25/05/2026 

 Proposal: Planning application for alterations and extensions, including reduction 

in total residential units, replacement rear extension, new dormer window, 

installation of solar panels and boundary fencing, replacement windows, roof and 

facade works. 

Location: 25-29A Spring Gardens, Gainsborough 
 
RESOLVED: To support the application.  
 

PL27/009 Planning Application 

  Application Ref No: WL/2026/00392 (received 28/04/26) any observations to 

make on the application, please make them by 01/06/2026 

Proposal: Planning application for formation of new vehicle access with 

associated fencing, barrier and security gate 

Location: Land to North of AB Mauri Maltings Premises, Primrose Street, 
Gainsborough 
 
RESOLVED: To support the application. 
 
Note: Councillor Binns abstained on voting on the above resolution 
Note: Councillor Key requested it be noted he raised concerns about the number 
of accidents highlighted in the area. 

 

PL27/010 Planning Application 

Application Ref No: WL/2025/00976 (received 07/05/26) any observations to 

make on the application, please make them by 25/05/2026 

Proposal: Planning application for change of use to use from Class C3 

(dwellinghouse) to C2 (Children’s home) 

Location: Rowen House, Summer Hill, Gainsborough 
 
RESOLVED: To request further information about previous Ofsted inspections 
for Collective Dimensions and to request the Assistant Clerk circulate any 
response to Councillors.  
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Note: Councillor Binns abstained on voting on the above resolution. 

 

PL27/011 Planning Application 

Application Ref No: WL/2026/00416 (received 08/05/26) any observations to 

make on the application, please make them by [DATE] 

Proposal: Planning application for erection of heritage stone archway, timber 

garage and storage unit, standalone timber pergola and 2no. seating areas, 

timber storage shed, aluminium and PVC events marquee, and free-standing 

timber pergola. 

Location: Hickman Hill Hotel, Coxs Hill, Gainsborough, DN21 1HH 
 
RESOLVED: To support the application.  
 
Note: Councillor Plastow abstained on voting on the above resolution. 
 
Note: Councillor Plastow raised concerns about potential damage to trees with 
TPOs in the area, Councillor Key advised he could contact the TPO Officer 
directly. 
 

PL27/012 Planning Application 

Application Ref No: WL/2026/00427 (received 13/05/26) any observations to 

make on the application, please make them by [DATE] 

Proposal: Planning application for change of use from class E shop to sui generis 

takeaway shop. 

Location: 4A Church Street, Gainsborough, DN21 2JH 
 
RESOLVED: To not make a comment on the application. 

 

PL27/013 Decision Notice (Paper B) 
Application Ref No: WL/2026/00213 GRANTED (Delegated) 
Proposal: T1 Oak - Reduce height by 1.5m and a reduction of the south eastly 
canopy growing towards the property of 2m. T1 of Tree Preservation Order 
Gainsborough No2 2017. 
Location: Hill View, Foxby Hill, Gainsborough 
 
RESOLVED: To NOTE the decision notice.  

 

PL27/014 Decision Notice (Paper C) 
Application Ref No: WL/2025/01068 GRANTED (Committee) 
Proposal: Listed building consent for the creation of 8no. apartments, various 
façade works, and the renovation of the existing commercial unit. 
Location: Ship Court, Silver Street, Gainsborough 
 
RESOLVED: To NOTE the decision notice.  
 
Note: Councillor Dobbie requested it be noted that it is a positive development for 
town centre living.  

 

PL27/015 Decision Notice (Paper D) 
Application Ref No: WL/2025/01067 GRANTED (Committee) 
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Proposal: Planning application for the creation of 8no. apartments, various façade 
works, and the renovation of the existing commercial unit. 
Location: Ship Court, Silver Street, Gainsborough 
 
RESOLVED: To NOTE the decision notice.  
 
Note: Councillor Dobbie requested it be noted that it is a positive development for 
town centre living.  

 

PL27/016 Decision Notice (Paper E) 
Application Ref No: WL/2026/00218 GRANTED (Delegated) 
Proposal: Advertisement consent to display 1no. illuminated 6m totem. 
Location: Evans Halshaw Ford Centre Lea Road Gainsborough DN21 1AF 
 
RESOLVED: To NOTE the decision notice.  

 

PL27/017 Street Naming Requests 
No street naming requests were received.  

 

PL27/018 Tree Preservation Orders 
No tree preservation orders were received. 

 

PL27/019 Temporary Stop Notice (Paper F) 
RESOLVED: to go into closed session for item PS27/019 due to sensitive subject 
matter. 
 

RESOLVED: To NOTE the Temporary Stop Notice served by West Lindsey 
District Council to Fourjays Property Limited for Highfield House, Summer Hill, 
Gainsborough.  

 

PL27/020 Items for Notification 

To receive any items for notification to be included on a future agenda (for 
information only). 
i.  DMMO Application for footpath from Mayfield to Margaret Close 
ii. Asset Transfer Response – Queensfield Playing Field 
 

PL27/021 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
RESOLVED: To NOTE the date and time of the next Planning Committee 

meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 16 June 2026 at 6:30pm. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 7:33pm. 

 

 

Signed as a true record of the Meeting: ________________________ Dated_____________  
              Presiding Chair of approving meeting 

 

 

23



PAPER D 

24



1 | P a g e  

Initialled:  Neighbourhood Plan Working Group minutes 2025-26      

Gainsborough Town Council  
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 

Tel: 01427 811573 

Website: gainsborough-tc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group meeting held on Thursday 21 May 2026 
at 10:00am in the meeting room, Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, 
Gainsborough, DN21 2RJ. 
 
Councillors Present: Councillor Sheila Bibb (Chair) 

 

Councillor David Dobbie 
(arrived at 10:49am) 

Councillor Paul Key 

Councillor Richard Thompson  
Mr Barry Coward Mr Barry Rooks 

 

In Attendance:   

Rachel Allbones  Town Clerk 

 

 

NP27/001 Appointment of a Chair 
RESOLVED: That Councillor Bibb be elected Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Working Group. 

 

NP27/002 Membership of Community Members 
Members noted that Mr John Lyden had advised prior to the meeting that he was 

unable to commit the time required for the review due to other commitments. 

 

RESOLVED: That the following third-party community members be reappointed 

to the Working Group: 

• Mr Barry Coward 

• Mr John Rodgers 

• Mr Barry Rooks 

 

Action: Assistant Clerk to contact Mr Sam Brightman to establish whether he 

wishes to be reappointed to the Working Group. 

 

NP27/003 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors R Craig, D Owles and Mr John 

Rodgers. 

 

NP27/004 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were received. 

 

NP27/005  Minutes of the Previous Meeting (Paper A) 

DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING GROUP MINUTES 
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RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 

meeting held on Thursday 23 April 2026 be approved as a true and accurate 

record and signed by the Chair. 

 

Note: Councillor Thompson abstained from voting on the above resolution. 

 

NP27/006 Neighbourhood Plan Action Plan (Paper B) 
RESOLVED: That the action plan be noted and updated for consideration at the 

next meeting. 

 

NP27/007 Update from Town Centre & Riverside Group 

No group members were in attendance. 

 

Members requested that a written update report be provided for the next meeting. 

 

NP27/008 Update from Green Spaces Group 

 Members received an update from the Green Spaces Group and discussed: 
• the possibility of undertaking a separate engagement survey relating to green 

trail walks;  
• arranging a meeting with STEP Fusion and West Lindsey District Council; 

and  
• whether engagement findings from Pride in Place could be shared. 

 
NP27/009 Update from New Developments Group  
 No further update received. 

 

NP27/010 Update from Transportation Group  
 Members received an update regarding transportation matters. 
 
Councillor Bibb advised that contact had been made with Nottinghamshire 
County Council and a detailed response was awaited regarding the A631 flood 
alleviation scheme. 
 
Members also noted: 
• a response remains outstanding from Daniel Gosbee, Principal Transport 

Officer at Lincolnshire County Council, regarding communication with 
Nottinghamshire County Council officers on the A631 flood alleviation 
scheme; and  

• detailed transport proposals from the Mayor of Greater Lincolnshire are 
awaited. 

 
NP27/011 Update from Employment Group 

No members present and no update was provided. 
 

NP27/012 Update from Heritage, Leisure & Tourism Group (Paper C) 
Members received and considered the update. 

RESOLVED: That the update and the meeting with Gainsborough Heritage 

Association be noted. 

 

NP27/013 Update from Community Facilities Group  
No update was provided. 
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NP27/014 Community Engagement (Paper D) 
  Note: Councillor Dobbie arrived at the meeting at 10:49am. 
 

Members considered community engagement activity and discussed: 

• attendance at the Open Churches Festival;  

• the need to address potential confusion arising from Pride in Place 

engagement activity running alongside the Neighbourhood Plan review 

engagement;  

• producing promotional material to explain that the Neighbourhood Plan is a 

statutory document forming part of the planning process;  

• reviewing the engagement form to ensure appropriate questions are included, 

including consideration of age groups and postcode information;  

• the option of reintroducing a People’s Panel; and  

• opportunities for future engagement events.  

 

Members noted that Mr Barry Rooks will be hosting an event at the Old Hall on 6 

August and that the Working Group may attend to engage with the community. 

 

Action: Assistant Clerk to contact interested schools regarding engagement 

opportunities during the next school term (June/July). 
 

NP27/015 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
RESOLVED: That the next Neighbourhood Plan Working Group meeting will be 

held on Thursday 25 June 2026 at 10:00am at Richmond House, Morton 

Terrace. 

  

Meeting ended at 11:11am.  

 

 

Signed as a true record of the Meeting: ________________________   Dated_____________ 
              Presiding Chair of approving meeting 

 

27



PAPER E 

28



1 | P a g e  

Initialled:  Finance and Strategy Committee minutes 2026-27      

Gainsborough Town Council  
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 

Tel: 01427 811573 

Website: gainsborough-tc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Finance and Strategy Committee meeting held on Tuesday 26 May 2026 at 
6:30pm in the meeting room, Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, 
Gainsborough, DN21 2RJ. 
 

Councillors Present: Councillor Nigel Bowler (Chair) 

 

Councillor Stephen Blogg Councillor Nicholas Coxon 
Councillor Richard Craig Councillor Michael Devine 
Councillor David Dobbie Councillor Paul Key 
Councillor Glenn Puxty  

  

In Attendance:   

Rachel Allbones  Town Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer 

 

 

FS27/001 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor P Hooton. 

 

FS27/002 Vice Chair 

RESOLVED: To elect Councillor Devine as Vice Chair for Finance and Strategy 

Committee. 

 

FS27/003 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were made. 

 

FS27/004 Dispensation Requests 
No dispensation requests were received. 

 

FS27/005  

No items for the exclusion of public and press. 

 

FS27/006 Minutes of the Previous Meeting (Paper A) 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Finance and Strategy Committee meeting 

held on Tuesday 28 April 2026 be approved as a true and accurate record and 

signed by the Chair. 

 

Note: Councillors Bowler, Craig, Key and Puxty abstained from voting on the 

above resolution. 

 

FS27/007 Finance Reports (Papers B - D) 

DRAFT FINANCE AND STRATEGY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
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RESOLVED: To NOTE and approve the following reports:  

i. Unpaid Expenditure Transactions for 20 May 2026. 

ii. Cashbook Summary (including due and unpaid transactions) for 20 May 2026 

iii. Budget Comparison Report (including due and unpaid transactions) for 20 May 

2026 

 

FS27/008 Bank Reconciliation (Paper E) 
RESOLVED: That the monthly bank reconciliations for 30 April 2026 be approved 

and signed, with the following closing balances: 

• HSBC Current/Deposit Account: £580,721.67 

• CCLA: £500,000.00 

 

FS27/009 Year End Accounts 2025/26 (Papers F – J) 
RESOLVED: To RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL to approve the following 

reports for the 2025/26 financial year: -  

i. Consolidated Balance Sheet  

ii. Income and Expenditure Account Report  

iii. Income and Expenditure Account Analysis Report  

iv. Income and Expenditure by Budget Headings Report  

v. Trial Balance  

 

FS27/010 AGAR – Section 2 Accounting Statements (Paper K) 
RESOLVED: To RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL to approve the Section 2 

Accounting Statements of the AGAR for the 2025/26 financial year. 

 

FS27/011 Reserves Policy (Paper L) 
RESOLVED: To adopt the reviewed Reserves Policy. 

 

FS27/012 Councillor Business Cards (Paper M) 
RESOLVED: To purchase 500 generic business cards from Instant Print at a 

cost of £16.64. 

 

FS27/013 Office IT Infrastructure (Paper N) 
RESOLVED: To  

i. Accept the quotation submitted by F5 Computing for replacement office IT 
equipment and associated migration works;  

ii. Approve migration to Microsoft 365 and subsequent decommissioning of the 
existing server once implementation is complete; and  

iii. Authorise the Town Clerk to progress procurement and implementation in 
accordance with the approved quotation. 

 

Note: Councillor Dobbie requested that all office and Member IT is renewed at 

the same time in the future. 

 

FS27/014 Items for Notification 
RESOLVED: to NOTE the items for notification to be included on a future 

agendas:  

i. Internal Audit Report 2025/26 

ii. Appropriate Policy Document 
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iii. Newsletter 

iv. Operation Bridges Review 

v. Civic Protocol 

vi. Registrar Lease renewal 

vii. Unity Trust Bank 

viii. Strategic Plan 

ix. LCAS Silver Status submission 

 

FS27/015 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
RESOLVED: to NOTE the date and time of the next Finance and Strategy 

Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday 23 June 2026 at 6:30pm at Richmond 

House, Morton Terrace. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 7:23pm. 

 

 

Signed as a true record of the Meeting: ________________________   Dated_____________ 
              Presiding Chair of approving meeting 
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Officer Report to the Council 
Report Author: Rachel Allbones 
Report Date: 29 April 2026 
 

Subject: Town Clerk’s Report 

1. Summary 

This report brings together key operational, community, and governance matters for Members 
to note.  
 

2. Incidents of Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 

No incidents of anti-social behaviour have been reported. 
 

3. Meetings and Events 

Chair’s Group Meeting 
The next Chair’s Group meeting will be held on Monday 8 June at 10:00am. 
 

WLDC Markets and Events 
Details of upcoming events are available on the WLDC Events Page.  
 

Meetings with WLDC 

• 5 May: The Town Clerk met with Assistant Director (People and Democratic Services) and 
Team Manager Property & Assets to discuss the charitable status of Levellings and 
Richmond Park. It was a positive meeting in regard to Levellings. Further research is being 
undertaken; however, initial findings indicate that WLDC approved the transfer in 1996, 
although the associated legal and Land Registry processes were not completed. 

• 18 May: The Town Clerk met with WLDC Chief Executive and RPT Consulting to review 
the feasibility study. The matter will be presented to Committee in June. 

• 19 May: The Operations Manager met Communities Officer (Sport and Physical Activity) 
and Gainsborough Rugby Club at Marshalls to explore opportunities for junior teams to 
utilise available space. 

 

Fire Safety Awareness Event 
• 27 May: The Communities Officer attended the Fire Safety Awareness Event at Park 

Springs Community Centre alongside partner organisations and representatives from other 
authorities. 

 

The Jungle Book 
• 13 June: Richmond Park will host a performance of The Jungle Book, organised by Trinity 

Arts Centre. 
 

4. Councillor Training 

Members are encouraged to review LALC Training Bulletin – April 2026. 

Highlighted sessions include: 
 
Councillor Induction & Refresher  
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20th July, 18:00—21:00, via Zoom  
Aimed at councillors with or without any experience, covering:  
• The role of the council and councillors  
• Legal obligations and the employer role  
• Finance  
• Risk management  
• Code of conduct  
• Declarations of interest  
• Community engagement  
• Transparency code obligations  
 
Chair’s Workshop  
3rd June, 18:00—21:00, via Zoom   
This training session will suit Chairs of Parish and Town Councils, Chairs of Committees and 
Vice Chairs, along with anyone aspiring to such a role.  
Topics covered will include:  
• Skills required  
• Managing meetings  
• Working with the Clerk, other councillors and officers  
• Planning for success  
• Understanding your Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct  
• Accountability  
• Community engagement  
 
Finance for Councillors 
4th June, 10:00, via Zoom 
22nd September, 10:00, via Zoom 
29th October, 18:30, via Zoom 
This session is for councillors only and is designed to give them a greater understanding of 
their duties with regard to the council’s finances.  
Topics include: Roles and responsibilities; setting a budget and precept; Financial control; The 
Annual Governance & Accountability Return; Internal and external audit; How VAT applies to 
local councils. 
 
Internal controls 
17th June, 10:00, via Zoom 
30th September, 10:00, via Zoom  
18th November, 10:00, via Zoom 
This session gives councillors and clerks an understanding of the need for internal controls and 
how they work, with practical examples and case studies. 
Topics include: 
· Roles and responsibilities 
· Financial risks 
· Purpose of internal controls 
· Case studies 
· Examples of controls 
· Review of internal controls 
 
Councillors training: Data protection training for parish and town councillors  
23rd June, 18:30  
27th July, 18:30 
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This session clarifies a councillor’s legal responsibilities to themself and the council. We will 
guide you on the right procedures and best practice. We will also Introduce Freedom of 
Information and the implications it has for councillors.  
 
Introduction to planning for local councils 
eLearning 
This course was developed by Warwickshire Association of Local Councils (WALC) and is 
suitable for new councillors and council officers. It includes a range of activities to help you 
develop your knowledge of parish and town councils. By the end of this course, you should 
know: 
· What is planning? 
· Role of the Parish Council 
· What is controlled by planning 
· Types of planning applications 
· Material & non-material considerations 
· The parish council recommendation 
· Planning conditions 
· Developer contributions 
 
Councillors training: Social media skills for parish and town councillors  
29th June, 18:30, via Zoom 
It has never been more important for councillors to understand social media. In the session we 
will go through the confusing world of social media communications. It is designed for both 
social media users and those new to it. During the session you will learn where to focus your 
time and effort. We will point out the pitfalls. Consider difficult situations. Most importantly we 
will help you as a councillor to get the most from social media.  
 
Respectful and positive social media for councils and councillors  
eLearning 
This introductory module from Breakthrough Communications will consider the opportunities 
and risks associated with social media from a civility and respect perspective. It will explore a 
range of proactive and pre-emptive strategies councils and councillors can put in place to set 
themselves up for success. It will explore what to do if things go wrong and how to manage a 
range of scenarios from trolling to harassment and what practical steps you can take. 
 

5. Richmond House & Richmond Park Updates 

Richmond House – Biodiversity Garden 
Richmond Park Community/Biodiversity Garden project has been selected as a Lincolnshire 
Co-op Community Champion. 
Funding will be raised between 6 September 2026 and 6 March 2027 within the Morton 
community area. Where multiple Community Champions are allocated to a community, funds 
raised will be shared equally between organisations. 
Supporters are encouraged to use their dividend cards during the fundraising period to help 
maximise contributions. Opportunities may also be available for fundraising activities within 
local food stores, subject to agreement with store managers. 
Payments are expected to be issued within six weeks of the end of the fundraising period. 
 
The budget for the biodiversity garden project has now been exceeded; therefore, any funding 
raised through the Lincolnshire Co-op Community Champion scheme will be allocated towards 
additional shrubs and planting in future years. 
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A promotional and publicity day has been scheduled for 26 June ahead of works commencing 
during the week beginning 20 July. 
 

Richmond House – Conservatory Removal 
• The current anticipated handover date is 8 June following unforeseen issues encountered 

during demolition works.  

• Decoration works will be completed once the plaster has fully dried. 

 
Friends of Richmond Park 
The Friends of Richmond Park group currently has two members. Recruitment for additional 
members will be promoted at the 26 June event. 
 

6. Aisby Walk Developments 

FCC Communities Foundation Funding 
• The Tender period closes on 12 June.  

• On 5 May, the Town Clerk and Communities Officer met with the Lincolnshire Funding 
Officer (TNLCF) to review the site. 

 

Aisby Walk Park - Multi Agency Meeting 
• The Communities Officer held a resident steering group meeting on 12 May. 

• The Communities Officer has organised the next multiagency meeting for Tuesday 2 June 
at Marshalls Sports Ground. 

 

7. Allotment Inspections 

The Communities Officer completed allotment inspections during the week commencing 18 
May. 
 

8. Gainsborough in Bloom 

The Operations Manager met with Councillor Woolley, Together Initiative, and Lincolnshire 
County Council regarding the proposed location of the boat display for Gainsborough in Bloom. 
The current preferred location is the Thorndike Way roundabout. 
 

9. Social Media 

Members are reminded that their conduct on social media—both official and personal—reflects 
on the Council. 
Care should be taken to ensure: 

• Appropriate tone and accuracy  

• Content does not bring the Council into disrepute  

• Awareness of public perception  
Guidance is available via the Council’s Social Media Policy: 
https://gainsborough-tc.gov.uk/policy/electronic-communications-and-social-media-policy/  
 

10. Staff Matters 

Annual Leave 
• Assistant Clerk: 1 – 5 June 

• Operations Manager: 4 – 5 June 
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• Operations Manager: 18 – 24 June 
 

11. Lincolnshire Alerts 

Residents are encouraged to register for updates on: 
• Crime prevention  
• Policing updates  
• Community safety 

Sign up: https://www.lincolnshirealert.co.uk/ 

12. Interest Forms 

Members are reminded to: 
• Review and update their Register of Interests  
• Record any changes within 28 days  

 
Further guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/openness-and-transparency-
on-personal-interests-guidance-for-councillors 
 
 
In response to increasing concerns about Councillor safety, an important amendment has been 
introduced to the Localism Act 2011 under the English Devolution and Community 
Empowerment Act 2026 which will become law on 29 June 2026. 
 
This change in the law, means that a Councillor’s usual residential address must not be 
published in the public register of interests. 
 
However, any Councillor who particularly wishes to have their address published, may “opt-in” 
to have their address shown. Publication of home addresses on interest forms can now only be 
done with explicit consent. 
 
Note that a second address, land or other properties will not be redacted – it will be for the Cllr 
to contact the Monitoring Officer to make their case as to why these should be classed as 
sensitive and request that they be redacted. 
 

13. Recommendation 

Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 
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*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

Page 4 of 6Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3  
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance  
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

‘Yes’ means that this authority:Yes No*
Agreed

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility 
for safeguarding the public money and resources in  
its charge.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to 
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it 
faces and dealt with them properly.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial 
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and 
external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity 
during the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body 
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local 
trust or trusts.

Yes No N/A

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where 
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk SIGNATURE REQUIRED

SIGNATURE REQUIRED

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on:

and recorded as minute reference:

MINUTE REFERENCE

DD/MM/YYYY

ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY

ENTER PUBLICLY AVAILABLE WEBSITE/WEBPAGE ADDRESS

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT
and data management in accordance with proper
practices during the year under review.

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data 
management and has complied with proper practices in 
doing so.
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31/03/26

£

31/03/25

£

Consolidated Balance Sheet
Unaudited

Current assets

320,000.00200,000.00 Investments

Investment 0.000.00

Stocks 0.000.00

437,491.63TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS524,781.12

19,178.8522,782.62 VAT Recoverable

55,687.4846,207.20 Debtors

672.302,720.90 Payment in Advance

41,953.00253,070.40 Cash in Hand & at Bank

437,491.63TOTAL ASSETS524,781.12

Current liabilities

0.000.00 Loans Received

-3,154.75TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES   29,261.43

0.000.00 Temporary Borrowing

-3,154.7529,261.43 Creditors

0.000.00 Receipts in Advance

440,646.38TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES  495,519.69

0.000.00 Deferred Liabilities

0.000.00 Deferred Credits

0.000.00

440,646.38495,519.69 NET ASSETS   

0.000.00 VAT Payable

Represented by

General Fund 156,161.00164,243.60

Mayors Charity Account 572.308,789.01

Roses Key Deposits 950.00950.00

Marshalls Key Deposits 800.00800.00

Levellings Key Deposit 0.000.00

Pension Contribution 12,500.0020,000.00

Occupational Health 2,000.000.00

Community Grants 3,549.00500.00

Office IT Provision 7,000.000.00

Mayoral Expenses 742.000.00

General Tree/hedge Maintenance & Survey 6,600.008,800.00

General Footpath/Road Maintenance 10,000.000.00

General Waste Removal 1,200.001,250.00

Richmond House Conservatory replacement 40,000.0040,000.00

Richmond Park Fencing 3,550.006,000.00

Richmond Park Toilet Renov 1,500.001,500.00

Page 119/05/26    10:21 AM Vs: 9.15.03 Gainsborough Town Council

41



31/03/26

£

31/03/25

£

Consolidated Balance Sheet
Unaudited

Richmond Park Aviary sale 1,000.001,000.00

Marshalls Pavilion Maintenance 6,000.0018,000.00

Marshalls Cleaning Contractor 9,000.000.00

Levellings Pavilion Maint. 1,555.001,700.00

Levellings Difibrillator 400.00400.00

Cemetery Chapel Maintenance 17,000.0010,725.00

Cemetery Water 1,500.001,500.00

Cemetery Extension B Land 75,000.0065,000.00

Sinking Fun

Cemetery Boundary Fence Maint. 13,000.0010,500.00

Cemetery Compound 1,000.001,000.00

General Play Equip Maint. 5,000.001,000.00

Wet Pour Repairs 3,500.002,500.00

Aisby Walk Skate Park repairs 2,000.002,000.00

Love Lane Allotment Drainage 3,200.001,000.00

Benches 2,000.001,000.00

Bus Shelters 5,000.003,000.00

Silver Street Sculpture Maint 1,000.001,000.00

Neighbourhood Plan Review 12,000.001,000.00

CIL 34,367.0834,367.08

Richmond House Maintenance 0.0022,000.00

Richmond Park Litter Bin Replacement 0.003,000.00

Leginella Risk Assessments 0.001,095.00

Spital Hill Allotment 0.00400.00

Roses AWP Sinking Fund 0.0059,500.00

440,646.38495,519.69

284,485.38331,276.09 Reserves total excluding general fund and liabilities

0.000.00 Reserves total of liabilities e.g. deposits

156,161.00164,243.60 General fund total

440,646.38495,519.69

0.000.00 Liability Reserves e.g. deposits

0.000.00 Long Term Borrowing

Notes:

0.00LONG TERM Investment Bank Accounts0.00

Signed 

Chairman Responsible Financial Officer

Date

AUDIT OPINION
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Income and Expenditure Account

31/03/26
£

31/03/25
£

Unaudited

INCOME

Precept 690,900.00645,216.00

Employee Costs 0.000.00

Administration 22,790.2018,818.30

Grounds Maintenance 12,856.9512,543.74

Richmond Park & House 9,275.2614,544.21

Sports Grounds 21,834.3926,849.90

Cemeteries 59,926.1444,335.74

Play Areas 0.000.00

Allotments 12,933.5212,143.20

Public Realm 0.000.00

Events 2,750.002,250.00

Christmas Lights 0.000.00

Community Infrastructure Levy 0.0034,367.08

Neighbourhood Plan 0.000.00

Mayors Charity 832.3014,297.04

Interest on Investments 0.000.00

TOTAL INCOME 834,098.76825,365.21

EXPENDITURE

Employee Costs 428,035.45371,277.77

Administration 63,569.1364,885.01

Grounds Maintenance 53,508.7058,997.10

Richmond Park & House 56,062.6439,050.03

Sports Grounds 43,719.6254,432.08

Cemeteries 33,806.2536,101.02

Play Areas 2,920.477,605.65

Allotments 15,151.4517,955.22

Public Realm 4,747.492,439.12

Events 8,549.749,578.67

Christmas Lights 23,400.9721,129.72

Community Intrastructure Levy 0.000.00

Ear Marked Reserves 152,900.16212,570.42

Neighbourhood Plan 2,400.000.00

Mayors Charity 200.005,998.63

S. 137 Payments 0.000.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 888,972.07902,020.44
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Income and Expenditure Account

EXPENDITURE

31/03/26
£

31/03/25
£

Balance as at 01/04/25

Add Total Income

Deduct Total Expenditure

Transfer to/ from reserves

Balance as at 31/03/26

214,693.49

825,365.21

902,020.44

26,205.34

164,243.60

164,243.60

834,098.76

888,972.07

1,040,058.70 998,342.36

46,790.71

156,161.00

Stock Adjustment 0.000.00

Signed 

Chair Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer
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I & E Accounts Analysis Start of year 01/04/25

Balances at the start of the year

Ordinary Accounts
HSBC Current/ Deposit Account £252,970.40

Petty Cash £100.00

Short Term Investment Accounts
CCLA Investment Management Limited £200,000.00

£453,070.40Total

INCOME

1 2 3

in advance

4

Opening

5

in advance

Opening

1+2-3-4+5

Receipts Receipts

Receipts

Debtors

Debtors

INCOME

Precept £690,900.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £690,900.00£0.00

Employee Costs £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

Administration £22,904.56 £2,282.14 £2,396.50£0.00 £22,790.20£0.00

Grounds Maintenance £12,856.95 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £12,856.95£0.00

Richmond Park & House £4,035.00 £5,240.26 £0.00£0.00 £9,275.26£0.00

Sports Grounds £21,685.14 £40,175.18 £40,025.93£0.00 £21,834.39£0.00

Cemeteries £56,962.94 £5,603.10 £2,639.90£0.00 £59,926.14£0.00

Play Areas £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

Allotments £12,775.95 £636.80 £479.23£0.00 £12,933.52£0.00

Public Realm £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

Events £1,000.00 £1,750.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,750.00£0.00

Christmas Lights £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

Community Infrastructure Levy £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

Neighbourhood Plan £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

Mayors Charity £1,497.94 £0.00 £665.64£0.00 £832.30£0.00

Interest on Investments £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

INCOME TOTAL £824,618.48 £55,687.48 £46,207.20£0.00 £834,098.76£0.00

EXPENDITURE

1 2 3

in advance

4

Opening

5

in advance

Opening

1+2-3-4+5

Payments Payments

Payments

Creditors

Creditors

EXPENDITURE

Employee Costs £428,354.87 £14.99 £334.41£0.00 £428,035.45£0.00

Administration £62,296.12 £1,165.93 £2,012.07£0.00 £63,569.13£2,119.15

Grounds Maintenance £53,798.15 £1,244.18 £1,533.63£0.00 £53,508.70£0.00

Richmond Park & House £56,358.34 £658.61 £620.24£564.42 £56,062.64£230.35

Sports Grounds £43,330.24 £275.65 £149.79£107.88 £43,719.62£371.40

Cemeteries £35,049.08 £112.44 £1,355.27£0.00 £33,806.25£0.00

Play Areas £2,920.47 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,920.47£0.00

Allotments £15,151.45 £95.00 £95.00£0.00 £15,151.45£0.00

Public Realm £5,128.93 £0.00 £381.44£0.00 £4,747.49£0.00

Events £12,474.74 £75.00 £4,000.00£0.00 £8,549.74£0.00

Christmas Lights £23,400.97 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £23,400.97£0.00

Community Intrastructure Levy £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

Ear Marked Reserves £178,076.29 -£6,796.55 £18,379.58£0.00 £152,900.16£0.00

Neighbourhood Plan £2,400.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,400.00£0.00

Mayors Charity £600.00 £0.00 £400.00£0.00 £200.00£0.00
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EXPENDITURE

1 2 3

in advance

4

Opening

5

in advance

Opening

1+2-3-4+5

Payments Payments

Payments

Creditors

Creditors

EXPENDITURE

Start of year 01/04/25

S. 137 Payments £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00

EXPENDITURE TOTAL £919,339.65 -£3,154.75 £29,261.43£672.30 £888,972.07£2,720.90
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Income and Expenditure Figures by Budget Headings

INCOME

1 2 3

in advance

4

Opening

5

in advance

Opening

1+2-3-4+5

Receipts Receipts

Receipts

Debtors

Debtors

INCOME Variance

INCOME INCOME Annual
Return BoxLast year

Administration

105 WLDC Precept Contribution £100.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £100.00£0.00 3 Receipts£100.00

205 Bank Interest £14,732.56 £0.00 £764.36£0.00 £13,968.20£0.00 3 Receipts£17,046.16

210 Insurance Reimbursement (GTF) £0.00 £1,632.14 £1,632.14£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£1,632.14

215 Legal Fee Reinbursement £0.00 £650.00 £0.00£0.00 £650.00£0.00 3 Receipts£40.00

220 Subject Access Request / FOI £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

225 Insurance Claims £8,072.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £8,072.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

Total Administration £22,904.56 £2,282.14 £2,396.50£0.00 £22,790.20£0.00 £18,818.30 21.11% £3,971.90

Allotments

800 Allotments £11,527.02 £636.80 -£16.95£0.00 £12,180.77£0.00 3 Receipts£10,875.20

815 Garage Space Ropery Road £1,248.93 £0.00 £496.18£0.00 £752.75£0.00 3 Receipts£1,268.00

Total Allotments £12,775.95 £636.80 £479.23£0.00 £12,933.52£0.00 £12,143.20 6.51% £790.32

Cemeteries

600 General Cemetery £53,837.86 £5,603.10 £2,639.90£0.00 £56,801.06£0.00 3 Receipts£44,335.74

610 North Warren Cemetery £3,125.08 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £3,125.08£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

Total Cemeteries £56,962.94 £5,603.10 £2,639.90£0.00 £59,926.14£0.00 £44,335.74 35.16% £15,590.40

Community Infrastructure Levy

14000 CIL £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£34,367.08

Total Community Infrastructure Lev £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 £34,367.08 -100.00% -£34,367.08

Events

1005 Richmond Park £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

1015 Marshalls Sports Ground £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

1030 Levellings Playing Field £1,000.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £1,000.00£0.00 3 Receipts£1,000.00

1040 Aisby Walk Playing Field £0.00 £1,750.00 £0.00£0.00 £1,750.00£0.00 3 Receipts£1,250.00

Total Events £1,000.00 £1,750.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,750.00£0.00 £2,250.00 22.22% £500.00
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Income and Expenditure Figures by Budget Headings

INCOME

1 2 3

in advance

4

Opening

5

in advance

Opening

1+2-3-4+5

Receipts Receipts

Receipts

Debtors

Debtors

INCOME Variance

INCOME INCOME Annual
Return Box

Last year

Grounds Maintenance

300 Vehicle Hire £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

310 LCC Contribution towards Highwa £12,660.81 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £12,660.81£0.00 3 Receipts£12,359.74

320 Sale of Grounds Equipment £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

330 Scrap £196.14 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £196.14£0.00 3 Receipts£184.00

Total Grounds Maintenance £12,856.95 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £12,856.95£0.00 £12,543.74 2.50% £313.21

Mayors Charity

1200 Events & Donations £1,497.94 £0.00 £665.64£0.00 £832.30£0.00 3 Receipts£14,297.04

Total Mayors Charity £1,497.94 £0.00 £665.64£0.00 £832.30£0.00 £14,297.04 -94.18% -£13,464.74

Neighbourhood Plan

1300 Neighbourhood Plan £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

Total Neighbourhood Plan £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00 0.00% £0.00

Play Areas

700 Funding £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

Total Play Areas £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00 0.00% £0.00

Precept

100 Precept £690,900.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £690,900.00£0.00 2 Precept£645,216.00

Total Precept £690,900.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £690,900.00£0.00 £645,216.00 7.08% £45,684.00

Public Realm

920 Bus Shelters £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£0.00

Total Public Realm £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00 0.00% £0.00

Richmond Park & House

400 Richmond Park £4,035.00 £5,240.26 £0.00£0.00 £9,275.26£0.00 3 Receipts£14,544.21
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Income and Expenditure Figures by Budget Headings

INCOME

1 2 3

in advance

4

Opening

5

in advance

Opening

1+2-3-4+5

Receipts Receipts

Receipts

Debtors

Debtors

INCOME Variance

INCOME INCOME Annual
Return Box

Last year

Total Richmond Park & House £4,035.00 £5,240.26 £0.00£0.00 £9,275.26£0.00 £14,544.21 -36.23% -£5,268.95

Sports Grounds

500 Roses £0.00 £38,750.00 £38,750.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 3 Receipts£7,750.00

510 Marshalls £20,997.00 £1,325.52 £1,086.09£0.00 £21,236.43£0.00 3 Receipts£17,865.94

520 Levellings £688.14 £99.66 £189.84£0.00 £597.96£0.00 3 Receipts£1,233.96

Total Sports Grounds £21,685.14 £40,175.18 £40,025.93£0.00 £21,834.39£0.00 £26,849.90 -18.68% -£5,015.51

EXPENDITURE

1 2 3
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Opening
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Payments Payments

Payments

Creditors

Creditors

EXPENDITURE Variance

EXPENDITURE EXPENDITURE Annual
Return BoxLast year

Administration

2000 Office Supplies & Telecom £14,586.75 £1,150.94 £814.42£0.00 £14,923.27£0.00 6 Payments£15,398.73

2010 Publicity £240.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £240.00£0.00 6 Payments£542.00

2020 Subscriptions £4,042.72 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £4,042.72£0.00 6 Payments£3,083.46

2030 Democratic & Civic £8,823.75 £14.99 £547.65£0.00 £8,291.09£0.00 6 Payments£21,415.33

2040 Grants £5,363.60 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £5,363.60£0.00 6 Payments£4,138.00

2060 Insurance £22,014.10 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £24,133.25£2,119.15 6 Payments£12,856.20

2070 HR & Finances £3,960.70 £0.00 £650.00£0.00 £3,310.70£0.00 6 Payments£7,266.14

2080 Legal Fees £3,264.50 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £3,264.50£0.00 6 Payments£562.60

Total Administration £62,296.12 £1,165.93 £2,012.07£0.00 £63,569.13£2,119.15 £64,885.01 -2.03% -£1,315.88

Allotments

8000 Foxby Hill £4,708.13 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £4,708.13£0.00 6 Payments£5,006.74

8010 Love Lane £2,445.37 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,445.37£0.00 6 Payments£6,794.96

8020 North Warren £3,963.76 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £3,963.76£0.00 6 Payments£3,494.07

8030 Showfield £645.83 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £645.83£0.00 6 Payments£416.66

8040 Spital Hill £2,042.02 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,042.02£0.00 6 Payments£1,251.93

8050 Love Lane Garage Site £761.74 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £761.74£0.00 6 Payments£0.00
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8060 All Sites £584.60 £95.00 £95.00£0.00 £584.60£0.00 6 Payments£608.72

Total Allotments £15,151.45 £95.00 £95.00£0.00 £15,151.45£0.00 £17,955.22 -15.62% -£2,803.77

Cemeteries

6000 General Cemetery £31,785.37 £112.44 £1,355.27£0.00 £30,542.54£0.00 6 Payments£34,664.72

6010 North Warren Cemetery £3,263.71 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £3,263.71£0.00 6 Payments£950.97

Total Cemeteries £35,049.08 £112.44 £1,355.27£0.00 £33,806.25£0.00 £36,101.02 -6.36% -£2,294.77

Christmas Lights

11010 Anchor Point / Electrical Testin £1,105.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £1,105.00£0.00 6 Payments£1,600.00

11040 Market Place Christmas Tree £1,608.75 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £1,608.75£0.00 6 Payments£1,533.33

11050 Lighting Contract £20,437.28 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £20,437.28£0.00 6 Payments£18,817.48

11070 Lamp Post Electricity £249.94 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £249.94£0.00 6 Payments£265.57

Total Christmas Lights £23,400.97 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £23,400.97£0.00 £21,129.72 10.75% £2,271.25

Ear Marked Reserves

12000 Ear Marked Reserves £178,076.29 -£6,796.55 £18,379.58£0.00 £152,900.16£0.00 6 Payments£116,828.44

Total Ear Marked Reserves £178,076.29 -£6,796.55 £18,379.58£0.00 £152,900.16£0.00 £212,570.42 -28.07% -£59,670.26

Employee Costs

1000 Payroll £416,225.58 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £416,225.58£0.00 4 Staff£366,329.64

1010 Travel and Training £5,311.27 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £5,311.27£0.00 6 Payments£3,053.50

1020 Workwear & ID £2,671.96 £14.99 £334.41£0.00 £2,352.54£0.00 6 Payments£1,894.63

1030 HR £4,146.06 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £4,146.06£0.00 6 Payments£0.00

Total Employee Costs £428,354.87 £14.99 £334.41£0.00 £428,035.45£0.00 £371,277.77 15.29% £56,757.68

Events

10010 Illuminate £2,000.00 £0.00 £1,000.00£0.00 £1,000.00£0.00 6 Payments£1,000.00

10020 Armed Forces Day £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£0.00

10040 Remembrance Sunday £25.00 £75.00 £0.00£0.00 £100.00£0.00 6 Payments£420.00
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10050 GO Festival £3,000.00 £0.00 £3,000.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£3,000.00

11000 Switch On Event £7,449.74 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £7,449.74£0.00 6 Payments£5,158.67

Total Events £12,474.74 £75.00 £4,000.00£0.00 £8,549.74£0.00 £9,578.67 -10.74% -£1,028.93

Grounds Maintenance

3000 Vehicle Costs £17,336.69 £973.54 £865.04£0.00 £17,445.19£0.00 6 Payments£15,837.40

3010 Grounds Maintenance - All Sites £35,461.89 £270.64 £668.59£0.00 £35,063.94£0.00 6 Payments£37,284.13

3020 Cleaning Products £999.57 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £999.57£0.00 6 Payments£1,000.50

Total Grounds Maintenance £53,798.15 £1,244.18 £1,533.63£0.00 £53,508.70£0.00 £58,997.10 -9.30% -£5,488.40

Mayors Charity

14005 Mayor Events (HSBC) £200.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £200.00£0.00 6 Payments£5,278.63

14010 Mayors Charity Donation (HSB £400.00 £0.00 £400.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£720.00

Total Mayors Charity £600.00 £0.00 £400.00£0.00 £200.00£0.00 £5,998.63 -96.67% -£5,798.63

Neighbourhood Plan

13000 Neighbourhood Plan £2,400.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,400.00£0.00 6 Payments£0.00

Total Neighbourhood Plan £2,400.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,400.00£0.00 £0.00 100.00% £2,400.00

Play Areas

7000 Play Equipment Maintenance £337.47 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £337.47£0.00 6 Payments£2,000.00

7005 Wet Pour Maintenance £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£516.00

7010 Levellings £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£180.75

7020 Aisby Walk £1,393.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £1,393.00£0.00 6 Payments£2,413.43

7030 Danes Road £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£0.00

7040 Mayflower Close £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£0.00

7080 St Georges £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£1,000.00

7090 Play Area Inspections £1,190.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £1,190.00£0.00 6 Payments£1,147.50

Total Play Areas £2,920.47 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £2,920.47£0.00 £7,605.65 -61.60% -£4,685.18
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Public Realm

9000 Roundabouts / Islands £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£0.00

9010 Street Furniture £1,189.97 £0.00 -£3.56£0.00 £1,193.53£0.00 6 Payments£1,954.12

9020 War Memorial £785.00 £0.00 £385.00£0.00 £400.00£0.00 6 Payments£385.00

9030 Gainsborough in Bloom £3,153.96 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £3,153.96£0.00 6 Payments£100.00

9040 Community Rail Partnership £0.00 £0.00 £0.00£0.00 £0.00£0.00 6 Payments£0.00

Total Public Realm £5,128.93 £0.00 £381.44£0.00 £4,747.49£0.00 £2,439.12 94.64% £2,308.37

Richmond Park & House

4000 Richmond Park & House £56,358.34 £658.61 £620.24£564.42 £56,062.64£230.35 6 Payments£38,638.37

Total Richmond Park & House £56,358.34 £658.61 £620.24£564.42 £56,062.64£230.35 £39,050.03 43.57% £17,012.61

Sports Grounds

5010 Marshalls £39,884.97 £312.45 £142.10£107.88 £40,318.84£371.40 6 Payments£48,178.06

5020 Levellings £3,445.27 -£36.80 £7.69£0.00 £3,400.78£0.00 6 Payments£6,046.61

Total Sports Grounds £43,330.24 £275.65 £149.79£107.88 £43,719.62£371.40 £54,432.08 -19.68% -£10,712.46
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Summary Trial Balance
Year ending 31/03/26

DebitCredit

Income

Precept 690,900.00

Employee Costs 0.00

Administration 22,790.20

Grounds Maintenance 12,856.95

Richmond Park & House 9,275.26

Sports Grounds 21,834.39

Cemeteries 59,926.14

Play Areas 0.00

Allotments 12,933.52

Public Realm 0.00

Events 2,750.00

Christmas Lights 0.00

Community Infrastructure Levy 0.00

Neighbourhood Plan 0.00

Mayors Charity 832.30

Interest on Investments 0.00

Income Total 834,098.76

Expenditure

Employee Costs 428,035.45

Administration 63,569.13

Grounds Maintenance 53,508.70

Richmond Park & House 56,062.64

Sports Grounds 43,719.62

Cemeteries 33,806.25

Play Areas 2,920.47

Allotments 15,151.45

Public Realm 4,747.49

Events 8,549.74

Christmas Lights 23,400.97

Community Intrastructure Levy 0.00

Ear Marked Reserves 152,900.16

Neighbourhood Plan 2,400.00

Mayors Charity 200.00

S. 137 Payments 0.00

0.00Capital reduction of long term borrowing (via transfers)

Expenditure Total 888,972.07
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Summary Trial Balance

Expenditure

VAT Recoverable 19,178.85

Debtors 55,687.48

Payment in Advance 672.30

Cash in Hand & at Bank 41,953.00

Balance Sheet Assets

Balance Sheet Liabilities

Loans Received 0.00

Creditors -3,154.75

Receipts in Advance 0.00

VAT Payable 0.00

Reserves (at start of year) 495,519.69

Trial Balance Total 1,326,463.70 1,326,463.70

Total of credits and debits match.

Investments 320,000.00

Stocks 0.00

Stock Adjustment 0.00

Long term assets 0.00
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Page 1 of 1 

 

 
 

Officer Report to the Council 
Report Author: Rachel Allbones 
Report Date: 28 May 2026 
 

Subject: Correspondence Previously Circulated 

• LALC: E-news 08/05/26 – 18 May 2026 

• WLDC: Parish News – 18 May 2026 

• WLDC: GO Festival Programme – 21 May 2026 

• LCC: Lincolnshire Bus Information - Lincsbus.com – 22 May 2026 

• LALC: E-news 22/05/26 and Summer Conference Programme – 26 May 2026 

• LCC: Town and parish council newsletter April 2026 – 26 May 2026 

• WLDC: Parish Councillor - Register of Interests – 28 May 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Glossary: 
 
LALC:  Lincolnshire Association of Local Councils 
NALC:  National Association of Local Councils 
WLDC:  West Lindsey District Council 
LCC:  Lincolnshire County Council 
LRSP:  Lincolnshire Road Safety Partnership 
PCC:  Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Lincolnshire 
LCHS:  Lincolnshire Community Health Services NHS Trust 
LCHG: Lincolnshire Community and Hospitals NHS Group 
VCS:  Voluntary Centre Services 
LCVP:  Lincolnshire Community and Voluntary Partnership 
RSN:  Rural Services Network 
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