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2024-06-11  Summons and Agenda PS 

Gainsborough Town Council  
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 

Tel: 01427 811573 

Website: gainsborough-tc.gov.uk 

 
To: Committee members:  

Councillor Nick Coxon Councillor Richard Craig 
Councillor Dennis Dannatt Councillor Caz Davies 
Councillor Paul Hooton Councillor Paul Key 
Councillor Stuart Morley Councillor James Plastow 
Councillor Kenneth Woolley  

Councillor James Ward (Sub) Councillor Harry Warriner (Sub) 

 
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Property and Services Committee which will be 
held on Tuesday 11 June 2024 commencing at 6:30pm in the meeting room, Richmond 
House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough, DN21 2RJ and your attendance at 
such meeting is hereby requested to transact the following business. 
 

AGENDA 
 

PS25/021 Apologies for Absence 
To note apologies for absence. 

 

PS25/022 Public Participation Period 
Members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give 

evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business 

on the agenda. A period of up to 15 minutes is permitted for public participation. 

Participants are restricted to 3 minutes each. Please see the Council’s Public 

Participation at Meetings Policy and Standing Orders 3.6 – 3.9 for details. 
 

PS25/023 Declarations of Interest 
To receive any declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the 

Localism Act 2011. 

 

PS25/024 Dispensation Requests 
To consider any dispensation requests received by the Town Clerk in relation to 

personal and/or disclosable pecuniary interests, not previously recorded. 

 

PS25/025 
To determine which items on the agenda, if any, require the exclusion of public 

and press under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) and 

resolve to exclude public and press for these items. 

 

PROPERTY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
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PS25/026 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

To receive the minutes of the previous Property and Services Committee meeting 

and resolve to sign these as a true and accurate record. 

Paper A Tuesday 14 May 2024 (pages 4 to 8) 

PS25/027 Matters Arising Schedule 

To note current position of previously agreed actions as at 6 June 2024. 

Paper B (pages 9 to 17) 

PS25/028 Play Area RoSPA Safety Inspection Reports 

To receive the annual RoSPA reports and consider any action resulting from 
these. 
Paper C (pages 18 to 26) 

PS25/029 Community Grant Applications 
To consider grant applications received. 

i. Gainsborough Adventure Playground - £800.80 Paper D (pages 27 to 68)

ii. Gainsborough Men’s Shed - £1,004.95 Paper E (pages 69 to 114)

To note that the following Community Grant funds are available: 

• £650 in 2024 / 2025 budget

• £3,110 in earmarked reserves

Paper F (pages 115 to 120)

PS25/030 Tractor Purchase 

To consider purchasing a 40hp tractor and ancillary equipment. 

Exclusion of public and press recommended due to time sensitive 

commercial sensitivity. 

Paper G (pages 121 to 124) 

PS25/031 Levellings Dog Walk Footpath 

To consider what works (if any) the Committee would like to carry out on 

footpaths in order for a plan with a specification to be put to WLDC for approval. 

Paper H (pages 125 to 127) 

PS25/032 Items for Notification 

To receive any items for notification to be included on a future agenda (for 

information only) 

• Community Grants Policy & Application Form Review

• Exhumation Policy Review

• Memorial Safety Policy Review

• Guidance Notes on Practices and Regulations within Gainsborough Town

Councils Cemeteries Review

• General Cemetery Trees – September

• Tree Safety Survey report - September

• Memorial Tributes - November

• General Cemetery potential carpark area

• General Cemetery Chapel
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• Richmond House conservatory replacement 

• Richmond House Fire Risk Assessment review 

 

PS25/033 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
To note the date and time of the next Property and Services Committee meeting 

is scheduled for Tuesday 9 July 2024 at 6:30pm. 

 
 

 

Rachel Allbones 

Town Clerk & RFO 

Richmond House 

Gainsborough  

 

    Tuesday, 04 June 2024 
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Play area Inspections carried out 29 April 2024

Below is a report of items needing remedial tasks

Description Task Note

Signage - Info Low 4 Bolt is missing. Replace. Nut missing from clamp bolt.

Open Access Low 5 Additional comments are noted below. Read the notes for further action. Site is not dog proof due to no gates.

Seating Low 5

RoSPA recommend a minimum distance of 1 

m between seat and fence. This is to

reduce the likelihood of children vaulting the 

fence via the seat.

No reasonably practicable action is identified.

Litter Bin Low 7 Bin is required. Install an appropriate bin.

The Overall Site - Fitness Medium 12

Fitness equipment has been installed in the 

immediate vicinity of children's

playgrounds without being separated from 

general playing activities by an appropriate 

distance, fencing or other structural 

measures.

Relocate equipment. Consider re-locating the equipment.

Item is damaged. Repair.
Net damaged, one section missing. Replace / 

repair.

Moderate repairs are needed. Repair.

Unit does not freely rotate. Contact the 

manufacturer for their maintenance

instructions.

Surface is wearing. Repair. Two areas wearing.

Fitness - Cycle Low 4 Moving parts require greasing. No Tasks for this Finding Unit stiff in motion.

Fitness - Cross Trainer - Large Low 6 Moving parts require greasing.
Apply lubricant according to the 

manufacturer's instrutions.

Stiff in motion, parts may require replacing. 

Contact the manufacturer for their

maintenance instructions.

Fitness - Chest Press & Seated Row Low 5 Paintwork is in poor condition.

De-scale back to good metal and coat with 

lead free paint, using appropriate

precautions. Repairs may be necessary where 

corrosion is severe.

Rusting in places.

Medium 8 Item is worn. Replace. Rotating bearings worn. Replace all.

Very Low 0 Swing seat(s) missing. Replace. Two seats and rotating bearings are missing.

Fitness - Treadmill & Twister Low 6 The surface is cracking. Repair. Wet pour area is cracking.

Rocker - Seesaw Low 7 Surface is wearing. No Tasks for this Finding Holes appearing underneath the seat area.

Medium 10 Bolt(s) missing. Replace missing bolt(s).
Ramp foot board bolts missing and one foot 

board missing.

Low 5 Cap missing. Replace. All 8 post caps missing.

Medium 9 Surface needs repair. Repair. Large area damaged in front of the ramp.

Medium 10 Fixtures loose or missing. Tighten.
Access net top fixing bolts loose to the 

crossbar.

The Overall Site - Fitness Medium 12

Fitness equipment has been installed in the 

immediate vicinity of children's

playgrounds without being separated from 

general playing activities by an

appropriate distance, fencing or other 

structural measures.

Relocate equipment. Consider re-locating.

St Georges

Findings / Faults
RiskItem

Medium 8

Site

Multiplay

Climber - Rota Web

Swing - Mixed - 2 Bay 2 Junior 2 Toddler

Seat
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Play area Inspections carried out 29 April 2024

Below is a report of items needing remedial tasks

Description Task Note

Findings / Faults
RiskItemSite

Seating - Picnic Table & Bench Very Low 3 Timber preservation is in poor condition.

Stain with appropriate preservative. Most 

preservatives sold as child friendly by

major DIY chains meet these standards (see 

advice in http://www.rospa.

com/leisuresafety/adviceandinformation/plays

afety/wooden-play-equipment.aspx).

Remove algae and stain table.

Signage - Fitness Medium 8 The supports are loose in the ground. Re-set. Loose in the ground.

Very Low 2 Bolt is missing. Replace. Foot plate bolt missing.

Medium 8 Item is not working. Repair. Unit not rotating.

Swing - Toddler - 1 Bay 2 Seat Low 7 Surface is uneven. Make good.
Concrete adjacent to the swing is uneven 

creating a potential trip point.

Rocker - Seesaw Low 6 Moving parts require greasing.
Apply lubricant according to the 

manufacturer's instrutions.
Unit squealing when in use.

Fencing Low 5 Cap missing. Replace. Several post caps missing.

Entrances - Chicane Low 5 Cap missing. Replace.

Very Low 3 Bolt is missing. Replace.

Medium 8 The supports are loose in the ground. No Tasks for this Finding

Gates - Maintenance Medium 8

There is a crushing or shearing point on the 

side of the gate. Where the gaps

reduce to less than 12 mm these have been 

known to cause serious, permanent

injury to children, especially on the hinge side 

where the leverage forces are

significant.

Adjust gate / posts / fit new rubber buffer to 

ensure a spacing of at least 12 mm

throughout the range of the gate to remove 

the entrapment. The 12 mm gap also

should apply on the hinge side of the gate., 

Read the notes for further action.

Gates touch in the middle. Alter the hinge 

bolts to allow a 12 mm gap between

the gates.

The Overall Site - Fitness Medium 8

Fitness equipment has been installed in the 

immediate vicinity of children's

playgrounds without being separated from 

general playing activities by an

appropriate distance, fencing or other 

structural measures.

Relocate equipment. Consider new location.

Signage - Fitness Very Low 3 Missing item. Replace. Sign missing. Replace.

General Surface - Grass Low 4 Surface has poor drainage. Improve the drainage. Area boggy.

Medium 11 Bearings require service. Service the bearings. Excess movement in the bearings.

Low 5 Item has some parts missing. Secure. Replace the missing parts.
The carousel’s skirt is missing exposing the 

screws. Replace and secure.

Low 6
There is wear to the surfacing due to foot 

drag.

Although the seats are set at an acceptable 

height it is recommended that these are 

raised by 100 mm to help prevent wear.

Raise the flat seat to approximately 500 mm.

Low 7 Some chain wear.
Monitor for further deterioration and replace 

before 40% wear.

Medium 12 Surface needs repair. Replace.

Grass mats damaged and missing exposing 

sharp ground mesh below. Remove seat from 

the frame until the surface has ben repaired.

 

Mayflower

Carousel - Whirl - Mini

Swing - Mixed - 1 Bay 1 Junior 1 Toddler Seat 

(Near Carousel)

Signage - Info

Fitness - Cross Trainer - Large
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Play area Inspections carried out 29 April 2024

Below is a report of items needing remedial tasks

Description Task Note

Findings / Faults
RiskItemSite

Very Low

Wicksteed recommend that during routine 

inspections the area on the swing where the 

side frames meet the vertical support be 

checked for any cracks. In the event of cracks 

being found then remove the seats and 

contact Wicksteed for further advice.

Conduct the checks and take action as 

necessary.

Low 6 The surface is cracking. Repair.

Low 6 There is a toggle entrapment. No reasonably practicable action is identified.

Low 4 Item is bent. Repair.
Platform is bent and fittings missing allowing 

the plates to lift. Replace screws and secure.

Low 4 Item has some parts missing. Replace the missing parts. Rubber section to the middle seat is missing.

Very Low 0 There is offensive graffiti on the unit. Remove.

Medium 10 Fixtures loose or missing. Tighten. Access net fittings loose.

Medium 11 Item has dog damage. Replace.
Rota footboard has dog damage leaving 

sharp edges. Replace.

Low 6 Wire is exposed. Read the notes for further action. Monitor for broken wires and replace if found.

Medium 9 Surface needs repair. Replace.
Grass mats missing from around the slide run-

out.

Low 4 Surface has poor drainage. Improve the drainage. Areas holding water.

Low 6 Surface is wearing. Replace.

Grass mats are wearing thin and are 

damaged around the edges allowing the mats 

to gap. Replace affected mats.

Medium 10 Bolt is missing. Replace. Top bar bolt missing.

Low 7 Some chain wear.
Monitor for further deterioration and replace 

before 40% wear.

Medium 10 Surface needs repair. Read the notes for further action. Replace. Grass mats missing. Replace.

Very Low 0

Wicksteed recommend that during routine 

inspections the area on the swing where the 

side frames meet the vertical support be 

checked for any cracks. In the event of cracks 

being found then remove the seats and 

contact Wicksteed for further advice.

Conduct the checks and take action as 

necessary.

Fitness - Cycle - Large Very Low 3 Moving parts require greasing.
Apply lubricant according to the 

manufacturer's instrutions.

Fitness - Cross Trainer - Small Low 6 Hand grip is missing. Replace missing grip. Replace handgrips.

Fitness - Treadmill & Twister Low 6 Bolt is missing. Replace. Treadmill bolt missing.

Medium 8
Shrinkage / separation of the surface. This 

may give a trip hazard.
Repair. Edges opening up around the area.

Low 6 Hand grip is missing. Replace missing grip. Both grips missing.

Medium 9 Moving parts require greasing.
Apply lubricant according to the 

manufacturer's instrutions.
Unit stiff in motion.

Litter Bins Very Low 3 Item is not secure. Secure.
Litter bin can be moved around in the park or 

toppled over.

 

Danes Road

           

 

Slide

Rocker - Platform

Multiplay - Senior

Fitness - Hand Bike

Swing - Junior - 1 Bay 2 Seat (Near Rocker)
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Play area Inspections carried out 29 April 2024

Below is a report of items needing remedial tasks

Description Task Note

Findings / Faults
RiskItemSite

Low 7 Ground erosion present. Repair the worn areas.

Low 5 Surface has poor drainage. Improve the drainage. Corner area holding water.

Fitness Signage Low 6 Sign is unreadable. Read the notes for further action. Sign is wearing, consider replacing.

Shelter Low 4 Item has some parts missing. No reasonably practicable action is identified.
Down pipe and corner guttering have been 

removed due to vandalism.

Low 4 Additional comments. Read the notes for further action.
Backboard not to correct size. Consider 

replacing.

Medium 8 The net is damaged. Remove the net. Both nets.

Medium 8 Item is damaged. Repair.
Fencing adjacent to the mushroom seats is 

damaged. Replace.

Low 5 The equipment is dirty or algae covered. Clean off. Units are dirty.

Medium 9 Chains links worn. Replace the worn parts. Eye bolts worn on the bridge.

Low 4 Item has some parts missing. Replace the missing parts.

Barrier panel part missing leaving bolt hole 

exposed which creates a potential

finger trap.

Low 7 Moss is present. Remove. Area becoming slippery.

Medium 8 The equipment is dirty or algae covered. Clean off. Hand rails full of algae.

Rocker - Car Low 4 Monitor. Read the notes for further action.

The wet pour sub-base is starting to sink in 

places and small hole appearing where

unit connects with the ground. Monitor.

Rocker - Bike Medium 8 Bolt is missing. Replace. Frame bolts missing.

Play Panel - Fuel Station Medium 8 Encroaching vegetation or trees. Read the notes for further action.
Trim back vegetation to 1.5 m away from the 

unit.

Rocker - Seesaw Low 7 Moss is present. Remove. Area becoming slippery.

Multiplay - Toddler Low 7 Moss is present. Remove. Area becoming slippery.

Ball Shoot - Funball Game Very Low 0 Item has some parts missing. Replace the missing parts. Two ground tiles missing.

Medium 10 Fixtures loose or missing. Tighten/replace.

Top bar loose to the middle post. Signs of 

corrosion starting. Dismantle and

replace any worn fittings.

Medium 8 Bolt is missing. Replace. Swing guard bolt missing.

Low 5 Swing seat is damaged. Read the notes for further action. Monitor damage to the seat.

Carousel - Overhead Low 5 Paintwork is in poor condition.

De-scale back to good base material and coat 

with lead free paint, using

appropriate precautions. Repairs may be 

necessary where corrosion is severe.

Rusting.

Balance Beam - Inclined - With Stepping Logs Medium 9

Strimmer damage is present on posts, 

allowing water to enter and timbers to

soften. It can also remove the protective 

envelope around the timber. Prevent

further damage and check timbers for decay 

throughout the year.

Prevent further damage.

Low 7 Fixtures loose or missing. Read the notes for further action.
End fitting loose in the post due to the split in 

the log. Monitor.

Play Seat - Mushroom

 

Multiplay - Junior

Swing - Junior - 2 Bay 4 Seat

  

Seating - Picnic Tables & Benches

MUGA
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Play area Inspections carried out 29 April 2024

Below is a report of items needing remedial tasks

Description Task Note

Findings / Faults
RiskItemSite

Low 6

Strimmer damage is present on posts, 

allowing water to enter and timbers to

soften. It can also remove the protective 

envelope around the timber. Prevent

further damage and check timbers for decay 

throughout the year.

Read the notes for further action.

Medium 9
The safer surface has hard edging / 

foundation within the impact area.
No action required.

Edging to the carousel is within the falling 

space (1.1 m).

Balance Beams - With Stepping Log Medium 9

Strimmer damage is present on posts, 

allowing water to enter and timbers to

soften. It can also remove the protective 

envelope around the timber. Prevent

further damage and check timbers for decay 

throughout the year.

Prevent further damage.

Medium 9

This equipment relies on one post for its 

stability. Special attention should be

paid to maintenance (e.g. by monitoring 

degradation) and if necessary

decommissioning the item before the end of 

its operating life.

Consult with the manufacturer's guidance to 

determine suitable maintenance.

Medium 9

Strimmer damage is present on posts, 

allowing water to enter and timbers to

soften. It can also remove the protective 

envelope around the timber. Prevent

further damage and check timbers for decay 

throughout the year.

Prevent further damage.

Medium 9

This equipment relies on one post for its 

stability. Special attention should be

paid to maintenance (e.g. by monitoring 

degradation) and if necessary

decommissioning the item before the end of 

its operating life.

Consult with the manufacturer's guidance to 

determine suitable maintenance.

Medium 9

Strimmer damage is present on posts, 

allowing water to enter and timbers to

soften. It can also remove the protective 

envelope around the timber. Prevent

further damage and check timbers for decay 

throughout the year.

Prevent further damage.

Medium 9
The safer surface has hard edging / 

foundation within the impact area.
No action required. Edging within the falling space (1.1 m).

Rope Bridge Medium 9

Strimmer damage is present on posts, 

allowing water to enter and timbers to

soften. It can also remove the protective 

envelope around the timber. Prevent

further damage and check timbers for decay 

throughout the year.

Prevent further damage.

Richmond Park

Stepping Link

Log Walk

Roller Balance Beam
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Play area Inspections carried out 29 April 2024

Below is a report of items needing remedial tasks

Description Task Note

Findings / Faults
RiskItemSite

Wobble Board - With Stepping Logs Medium 9

Strimmer damage is present on posts, 

allowing water to enter and timbers to

soften. It can also remove the protective 

envelope around the timber. Prevent

further damage and check timbers for decay 

throughout the year.

Prevent further damage.

Rocker - Lay Back Medium 10 Fixtures loose or missing. Replace. Central fitting slightly loose.

Swing - Group Low 6 

The supporting components should be 

dismantled and inspected according to the 

manufacturer's instructions. This will need 

doing on a regular basis, as defined by

the manufacturer. This can lead to a high risk 

if no action is taken.

Dismantle and inspect according to 

manufacturer's instructions.

Multiplay - Junior - Timber Medium 10
Chain covers prevent a thorough inspection of 

all chain links.

Remove chain covers to inspect according to 

manufacturer's instructions.

Medium 9 Bolt is missing. Replace.
Platform bolts x4 missing, leaving a potential 

finger trap.

Low 7 Surface is wearing. Repair.
Wet pour wearing exposing the concrete sub-

base.

Carousel - Spinner Medium 10 Fixtures loose or missing. Tighten. Spindle bolts loose.

Swing - Rope - Horizontal Low 4 Moving parts require greasing.
Apply lubricant according to the 

manufacturer's instrutions.
Shackles squealing when in motion.

Seating - Lean-Ons x2 Medium 8 Item is cracked. Replace. Seat clamp cracked / split. Replace.

The Overall Site - Log Retainers Low 7 Timber is decayed. Replace affected parts.
Logs starting to decay at ground level and 

some missing.

Climber - Overhead - Bars Medium 8

RoSPA is concerned by accidents on some 

types of overhead ladders and rings. 

However, there is a strong development value 

in these items.

The protective surface under all bars and 

rings must be kept in good condition.

Low 5 Cap missing Replace Cap missing and damaged.

Medium 8 The supports are loose in the ground. Re-set. Below ground fixings loose in the ground.

Low 5 Cap missing. Replace. Clamp covers missing.

Low 5 Item has some parts missing. Replace the missing parts. Handle missing.

Medium 10 Fixtures loose or missing. Read the notes for further action. Rubber cover is loose to the track. Re-glue.

Medium 9 Item broken. Repair. Fixing snapped off in the post. Replace.

Medium 8 Bolt is missing. Replace. Bolt missing from post.

Medium 8 Item is cut. Read the notes for further action.
Foot board rubber cut exposing the frame 

below. Monitor.

Medium 8 Bolt is missing. Replace. Bolt missing from post.

Medium 8 Item is cut. Read the notes for further action.
Foot board rubber cut exposing the frame 

below. Monitor.

Signage - Fitness Very Low 2 Item has some parts missing Replace the missing parts. Sign missing - replace.

Signage Low 4 Item is damaged. Replace. Sign damaged.

General Surface - Tarmac Low 7 Surface is uneven Make Good
Areas are uneven, holes and crumbling in 

places. Make good.

Runway - Rigid - Overhead

Runway - Rigid - Skate

Aisby Walk 1

Runway - Rigid - Skate

Rocker - Rodeo Board

 

  

Carousel - Rota Rider
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Play area Inspections carried out 29 April 2024

Below is a report of items needing remedial tasks

Description Task Note

Findings / Faults
RiskItemSite

Carousel Medium 8 The supports are loose in the ground. Read the notes for further action.

Excess movement in the unit. This is either 

because the spindle loose in the ground or 

bearing wear. Internal inspection required.

Medium 8
Shrinkage / separation of the surface. This 

may give a trip hazard.
Repair. Wet pour edges opening up.

Low 5 Item is bent. Read the notes for further action. Bent leg. Monitor.

Low 7 Item is worn. Replace. Rotating bearing worn. Replace.

Low 6 The surface is crumbling. Repair. Concrete edges crumbling. Repair.

Very Low 0

Wicksteed recommend that during routine 

inspections the area on the swing where the 

side frames meet the vertical support be 

checked for any cracks. In the event of cracks 

being found then remove the seats and 

contact Wicksteed for further advice.

Conduct the checks and take action as 

necessary.

Low 6 The surface is crumbling Repair. Concrete edges crumbling.  

Low 6 There is a toggle entrapment. No reasonably practicable action is identified.

Low 4 Missing item. Replace Net missing - replace

Low 6 The surface is crumbling Repair. Concrete edges crumbling - repair.

Fitness - Chest Press & Seater Row Low 4 Item has some parts missing. Replace the missing parts. Seat missing.

Low 4 Moving parts require greasing.
Apply lubricant according to the 

manufacturer's instrutions.
Stiff in motion.

Low 5 Item has some parts missing. Replace the missing parts. Seat missing from chest press unit.

Low 4 Item is not working. Repair. Two end rollers on the treadmill not rotating.

Low 5 Surface needs repair. Repair. Surfacing cracking.

Low 5 Moving parts require greasing.
Apply lubricant according to the 

manufacturer's instrutions.
Unit stiff in motion.

Medium 10 Surface needs repair. Repair. Repair large hole in wet pour.

Fitness - Cross Trainer - Small Medium 10 Surface needs repair. Repair. Repair large hole in wet pour.

Medium 10 Surface needs repair. Repair. Repair large hole.

Low 6 Swing seat is damaged. Read the notes for further action. Monitor seat.

Rocker - Turtle Very Low 3 Missing item. Replace. Consider replacing missing item.

Carousel - Rotator - Pole Very Low 3 Missing item. Replace. Unit removed - consider replacing.

Signage - Info Very Low 2 Item has some parts missing. Replace the missing parts. Sign missing.

Skate - Grind Box - Stepped Low 5 Item is damaged. Read the notes for further action. Slight damage to the top board - monitor.

Medium 11 Screws or bolts are missing. Replace.
Foot plate screws missing creating a lip which 

could cause trips and falls.

Low 7

The height of barriers should be at least 1200 

mm and should be reached at a maximum 

distance of 300 mm from the front of the 

barrier.

No reasonably practicable action is identified.

Skate - Driveway - Hump Medium 10 Rivets are missing. Replace. Replace missing foot plate fitting.

Skate - Half Pipe - With Quarter Pipe & Roll Off Low 7

The height of barriers should be at least 1200 

mm and should be reached at a maximum 

distance of 300 mm from the front of the 

barrier.

No reasonably practicable action is identified.

Fitness - Cross Trainer - Large

Swing - Toddler - 1 Bay 2 Cradle Seat

Fitness - Treadmill & Twister

Fitness - Hand Bike

Aisby Walk 3

Skate - Quarter Pipes x4 - With Hips

Aisby Walk Skate Park

Swing - Junior - 1 Bay 2 Seat

Slide

Climber - Rota Web

Aisby Walk 2
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Play area Inspections carried out 29 April 2024

Below is a report of items needing remedial tasks

Description Task Note

Findings / Faults
RiskItemSite

Low 6 Gate buffer(s) required. Fit a buffer. Both gates.

Low 4 Mechanism needs adjustment. Adjust. Gate does not self close.

Low 5

RoSPA recommend a minimum distance of 1 

m between seat and fence. This is to

reduce the likelihood of children vaulting the 

fence via the seat.

No reasonably practicable action is identified.

Low 5 Paintwork is in poor condition.

De-scale back to good base material and coat 

with lead free paint, using

appropriate precautions. Repairs may be 

necessary where corrosion is severe.

Medium 9

This equipment relies on one post for its 

stability. Special attention should be paid to 

maintenance (e.g. by monitoring degradation) 

and if necessary decommissioning the item 

before the end of its operating life.

Consult with the manufacturer's guidance to 

determine suitable maintenance.

Medium 9

Strimmer damage is present on posts, 

allowing water to enter and timbers to

soften. It can also remove the protective 

envelope around the timber. Prevent

further damage and check timbers for decay 

throughout the year.

Prevent further damage.

Low 7 Timber is decayed. Replace affected parts.
Stepping logs have some decay at ground 

level.

Very Low 0 There is graffiti on the unit. Remove.

Low 7 Surface is uneven. Make good. Tarmac uneven.

Signage - Fitness Low 5 Item has some parts missing. Replace the missing parts. Sign is missing.

Low 7 Surface is uneven. Make good
Tarmac area uneven in places, grass growing 

through.

Medium 11 Bolt is missing. Replace.
Backboard bolt missing and panel bolts 

missing and loose. Replace and secure.

Low 7 Item is damaged. Replace., Read the notes for further action.

Rubber foot grips are damaged due to hitting 

the ground when in use. Replace

and check to see if the unit has bent installed 

at the correct height.

Low 5 Surface needs repair. Repair.
Grass mat damaged by unit connecting with 

the ground when in use.

Low 5 Cap missing. No Tasks for this Finding Caps missing exposing long threads.

Very Low 0 There is graffiti on the unit. Remove. Spray paint on unit.

Low 4 Additional comments are noted below. Read the notes for further action.
Footboard does not run freely along the rails. 

Loosen off.

Very Low 0 There is graffiti on the unit. Remove. Spray paint on unit.

Medium 8

RoSPA is concerned by accidents on some 

types of overhead ladders and rings.

However, there is a strong development value 

in these items.

The protective surface under all bars and 

rings must be kept in good condition.

Levellings 1

Combination Goal - Arena

Gates x 2

Rocker - Seesaw - Multipondo

Runway - Rigid - Skate

Multiplay - Climber

Levellings 3

Trim Trail - 7 ElementLevellings 2

Youth Shelter

Seating - Benches x4
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 1 

 

Grant Application Form 

 

1. Name and Contact Details 

Applicant Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: ___________________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Type of Organisation:  School/College     

    Sports Club 

    Youth Group 

    Educational Organisation 

    Other (Please specify below) 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

2. Project Details 

Please give a brief outline of the project for which you are seeking funding. 
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Gainsborough Adventure Playground

Riseholme Road, Gainsborough, DN21 1NL    

01427 617165

gapaltd@outlook.com

Open Access Playground

/

We would like to offer a subsidised holiday project for children in Gainsborough. Positive childhood experiences are so important for the physical and mental development of all children. GAPA has offered free play for 50 years and benefitted many children.

In order to reopen our play provision we require help with ground maintenance, staffing and wages, resources - including crafts, games, food and overheads.



 2 

 

Will your project benefit people from outside of your organisation?     Yes  No  

If yes, please explain how below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

How many people do you expect to benefit from your project? 

1 – 10      61 – 100   

11 – 30     101 - 200 

31 – 60     200 + (please give estimate) ____________________________ 

 

3.  Project Costs 

What is the total cost of your project: ______________________________________________ 

How much are you seeking as a grant from Gainsborough Town Council: _________________ 

 

Please provide a breakdown of your project costs in the table below.  

(Please continue on a separate page and attach the page to this form if there is insufficient room below) 

Item Cost 

 £ 

 £ 

 £ 

 £ 

 £ 

 £ 

 £ 

 £ 

 £ 

 £ 

TOTAL COST £ 
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/

We are a charitable organisation with a small number of staff and volunteers.

We traditionally offered play for 5-14 year olds and would like to open for 3 days over May half term to re-establish the provision. We would like to rebuild and expand on the valuable services offered through GAPA.

There were near to 300 local children registered to use our after-school and holiday provision when we closed our doors in January 2024. Many of the children are from disadvantaged backgrounds. We have always offered a safe place for children and their families to come, build confidence, friendships, eat together, explore and challenge themselves.


/

ground maintenance

resources - including crafts, games

50.00

staffing and wages 3 staff at minimum wage

food

overheads

514.00

90.00

35.00

110.00

800.00

£800.80

£800.80
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Have you applied for funding for this project from any other funders?   Yes              No    

If yes, please give details in table below. 

 

Name of Funder Funding Awarded? 

Please answer Yes or No 

Amount Awarded £ 

  £ 

  £ 

  £ 

  £ 

  £ 

 

4. Evidence of Need 

Please outline what steps you have taken to identify that there is a need for your project or 

confirm how you know that there is a need for your project? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Schedule 

When will your project start? ____________________________________________________ 

 

For how long will your project continue? ___________________________________________ 
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Community consultation (87 responses) has highlighted the need for GAPA to offer children's activities over the holidays. This included a small survey of some of the children who recently came back to our voluntary run after-school sessions.

Many parental enquiries and requests have been made. Local partners were shocked when our facility closed earlier this year. This is a unique and much needed provision in the town.



/

28.05.24

1 week initially
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6. Supporting Documents 

 

First Time Applicants 

All first time applicants should send with this application the following documents: 

1. Your Organisations Constitution / Terms of Reference 

2. Your most recent set of accounts 

3. Most recent bank statement.  

 

All Applicants 

Please send any supporting documents you believe will assist in helping the Council consider 

your application i.e. consultation results, photographs, newspaper articles, testimonials, letters 

of support etc.  

 

In all cases you must provide a minimum of 2 quotations for all items of expenditure detailed in 

your cost breakdown or an explanation of how you have calculated the cost stated.  

 

 

What Happens Next 

The Council will consider your application at the next appropriate meeting (typically held every 

quarter).  

 

The Clerk will contact you within 4 weeks of the meeting at which your application is 

considered to confirm if your application has been successful and will if required confirm at that 

time the arrangements for payment of your grant.  

 

After Your Project 

Please note that by signing the Declaration below you agree, if requested, to provide a report 

to the Council, or answer questions from the Council regarding the outcome of your project.  
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Declaration 

 

I declare that the information I have given in this application is true to the best of my knowledge 

and belief. 

 

Signed………………………………………………………… Date………………………………….. 

 

Name……………………………………………………………..……………………………………….. 

 

Position in Organisation……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

THIS APPLICATION AND ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE SENT TO THE 

FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 

 

Town Clerk  

Richmond House 

Richmond Park  

Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough 

Lincolnshire 

DN21 2RJ 

32

15.05.24

Joanne McGrath  

Trustee



 Rigel Wolf Ltd 
 Orion House 
 28A Spital Terrace 
 GAINSBOROUGH 
 Lincolnshire 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 CHAIR'S REPORT 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
The year has been a positive and exciting one for GAPA with continued support from parents, staff, 
community and most of all the children who attend GAPA. 
 
Special events, routine after school, holiday play schemes are all still delivered at a high standard, seeking at 
all times to meet the needs of the children in the community. This is only achieved because the staff, 
volunteers, directors and trustees remain focussed on, open to and listen to the community served. 
 
We re-opened GAPA Nursery at the start of January 2023 and welcomed a very positive start. 
 
The Directors and trustees of the Charity continue to have confidence in the managers, staff and volunteers 
of GAPA to deliver its activities in accordance with its charitable objectives and in the best interests of the 
children. Their success in this is recognised by the positive feedback from the children, families and other 
agencies and organisations with whom we work. 
 
Everyone works hard to raise funds and the achievements continue to be outstanding. Many local 
organisations recognise the value of GAPA, get involved and their contributions are always welcome. 
Despite these efforts GAPA remains dependent on a degree of public funding subsidy. The annual 
uncertainty over these elements of funding remain critical to planning and security for the service. We should 
continue to campaign for realistic long term funding strategies with our public sector partners. We would like 
to thank West Lindsey District Council and Lincolnshire County Council for their continued support over the 
last year. 
 
We are all looking forward to the current year. 
 
Karen Farmer 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
 
The trustees who are also directors of the charity for the purposes of the Companies Act 2006, present their 
report with the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2023. The trustees have 
adopted the provisions of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019).  
 
OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
Objectives and aims 
The objectives of the Company are to relieve young people and their families resident in Gainsborough and 
the surrounding area who are in need, by providing services or facilities calculated to relieve the needs of 
such persons. 
 
To promote for the benefit of the inhabitants of Gainsborough and the surrounding area the provision of 
facilities for recreation or other leisure time occupation of individuals who have need of such facilities by 
reason of their youth, age, infirmity or disablement, financial hardship or social and economic circumstances 
or for the public at large in the interests of social welfare and with the object of improving the condition of life 
of the said inhabitants. 
 
To develop the capacity and skills of the members of the socially and economically disadvantaged 
community of Gainsborough and the surrounding area in such a way that they are better able to identify, and 
help meet, their needs and to participate more fully in society. 
 
Significant activities 
In furtherance of the objects of the Company and without prejudice to the generality therefore the committee 
may, 
 
provide, maintain and equip a playground or playgrounds affording opportunities for adventure and 
enterprise. 
 
assist the provision, maintenance and equipment of such playground(s) as aforesaid, and raise and borrow 
money for these purposes. 
 
employ staff to assist the Company in managing the play areas established. 
 
make and maintain contact with and enlist general support from other persons and organisations who are 
interested in the design, establishment, development or management of playgrounds. 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
FINANCIAL REVIEW 
Reserves policy 
The Management Committee will consider the level of reserves that is prudent for the Gainsborough 
Adventure Playground Limited to have. Consideration will be given to redundancy, liabilities, solicitor's and 
accountants' fees and any other significant factors that should be taken into account if the playground was to 
close or experience fluctuations/ interruptions in income and expenditure. 
 
Reserve Needs 
 
The Management Committee has reviewed the playground's need for reserves in line with the guidance 
issued by the Charity Commission and have decided to set the amount at £15,000 to meet contractual 
liabilities should the playground have to close. 
 
At 31st March 2023 the company is holding £28,130 in its reserve account. 
 
Breakdown of Reserve 
 

 £ 
Redundancy pay for four employees  10,000 
Legal and accountants' fees        5,000 

Total   15,000  
 
Monitoring and Review of Reserves Policy 
The Management Committee will consider current costs and examine the level of reserves each year. 
 
The Management Committee and the playground manager will review this reserve policy each year. 
 
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
Governing document 
The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes a limited company, 
limited by guarantee, as defined by the Companies Act 2006.  
 
Management 
A Management Committee consisting of not more than 26 members shall be elected annually at the Annual 
General Meeting. 
 
The Management Committee shall be responsible for the Annual General Meeting and between General 
Meetings shall direct and manage the affairs of the Company, and shall be deemed to have delegated to 
them all necessary authority for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the Company. 
 
The Management Committee shall have power to appoint trustees to hold any necessary land on behalf of 
the Company. Such trustees to be answerable to the Management Committee. 
 
The Management Committee shall elect the following honorary officers at the first meeting immediately after 
the Annual General Meeting:- 
 
Chairperson 
Vice Chairperson 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Such other officers as may be from time to time decided. 
 
A quorum of the Management Committee shall be four. The Management Committee will meet on a 
bi-monthly basis. 
 
REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS 
Registered Company number 
06442668 (England and Wales)  
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
Registered Charity number 
1130827 
 
Registered office 
Riseholme Road 
GAINSBOROUGH 
Lincolnshire 
DN21 1NL 
 
Trustees 
Mrs K E Farmer  
 
Independent Examiner 
Simon Smith FCA FCCA 
Rigel Wolf Ltd 
Orion House 
28A Spital Terrace 
GAINSBOROUGH 
Lincolnshire 
DN21 2HQ 
 
COMMENCEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
The company commenced to trade on 1 April 2010, having taken over the assets and liabilities of the former 
Gainsborough Adventure Playground Association. 
 
Approved by order of the board of trustees on 28 October 2023 and signed on its behalf by:  
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs K E Farmer - Trustee  
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 INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF 
 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
Independent examiner's report to the trustees of Gainsborough Adventure Playground Limited ('the 
Company')  
I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Company for the year ended 
31 March 2023.  
 
Responsibilities and basis of report  
As the charity's trustees of the Company (and also its directors for the purposes of company law) you are 
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 
2006 ('the 2006 Act').  
 
Having satisfied myself that the accounts of the Company are not required to be audited under Part 16 of the 
2006 Act and are eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of my examination of your charity's 
accounts as carried out under Section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 ('the 2011 Act'). In carrying out my 
examination I have followed the Directions given by the Charity Commission under Section 145(5) (b) of the 
2011 Act.  
 
Independent examiner's statement  
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with the 
examination giving me cause to believe:  
 
1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Company as required by Section 386 of the 2006 

Act; or  
2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or  
3. the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of Section 396 of the 2006 Act other 

than any requirement that the accounts give a true and fair view which is not a matter considered as 
part of an independent examination; or  

4. the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and principles of the Statement 
of Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities (applicable to charities preparing 
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic 
of Ireland (FRS 102)).  

 
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 
reached.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Smith FCA FCCA 
 
Rigel Wolf Ltd 
Orion House 
28A Spital Terrace 
GAINSBOROUGH 
Lincolnshire 
DN21 2HQ 
 
31 October 2023 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 Unrestricted  Restricted  Total  Total 
 funds  fund  funds  funds 
 Notes £ £ £ £ 
INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM  
Donations and legacies  77,284 - 77,284 55,504 
 
Other trading activities  2 29,245 - 29,245 21,811 
Investment income  3 2,423 - 2,423 609 

       
Total  108,952 - 108,952 77,924 

       
 
EXPENDITURE ON  
Raising funds  19,756 - 19,756 7,417 
 
Charitable activities  
Playground  90,236 5,921 96,157 6,552 
 
Other  - - - 73,947 

       
Total  109,992 5,921 115,913 87,916 

       
 
NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE)  (1,040) (5,921) (6,961) (9,992) 
 
 
RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS  
Total funds brought forward  40,569 225,383 265,952 275,944 
 

       
TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD  39,529 219,462 258,991 265,952 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 BALANCE SHEET 
 31 MARCH 2023 
 
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 Unrestricted  Restricted  Total  Total 
 funds  fund  funds  funds 
 Notes £ £ £ £ 
FIXED ASSETS  
Tangible assets  8 9,542 219,462 229,004 238,093 
 
CURRENT ASSETS  
Stocks  9 65 - 65 75 
Debtors  10 797 - 797 2,712 
Cash at bank and in hand  29,725 - 29,725 26,297 

       
 30,587 - 30,587 29,084 
 
CREDITORS  
Amounts falling due within one year  11 (600) - (600) (1,225) 
 

       
NET CURRENT ASSETS  29,987 - 29,987 27,859 

       
 
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT 
LIABILITIES  

 
39,529 

 
219,462 

 
258,991 

 
265,952 

 
       

NET ASSETS  39,529 219,462 258,991 265,952 
       

FUNDS  12 
Unrestricted funds  39,529 40,569 
Restricted funds  219,462 225,383 

   
TOTAL FUNDS  258,991 265,952 

   
 
The charitable company is entitled to exemption from audit under Section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 for 
the year ended 31 March 2023.  
 
The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2023 in accordance with Section 476 of the Companies Act 2006.  
 
The trustees acknowledge their responsibilities for  
(a) ensuring that the charitable company keeps accounting records that comply with Sections 386 and 

387 of the Companies Act 2006 and  
(b) preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable 

company as at the end of each financial year and of its surplus or deficit for each financial year in 
accordance with the requirements of Sections 394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the 
requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to financial statements, so far as applicable to the 
charitable company.  
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 BALANCE SHEET - continued 
 31 MARCH 2023 
 
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to charitable 
companies subject to the small companies regime.  
 
The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees and authorised for issue on 
28 October 2023 and were signed on its behalf by:  
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs K E Farmer - Trustee  
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES  
 

Basis of preparing the financial statements  
The financial statements of the charitable company, which is a public benefit entity under FRS 102, 
have been prepared in accordance with the Charities SORP (FRS 102) 'Accounting and Reporting by 
Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 
102) (effective 1 January 2019)', Financial Reporting Standard 102 'The Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland' and the Companies Act 2006. The financial statements 
have been prepared under the historical cost convention.  

 
Income  
All income is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities once the charity has entitlement to the 
funds, it is probable that the income will be received and the amount can be measured reliably. 

 
Expenditure  
Liabilities are recognised as expenditure as soon as there is a legal or constructive obligation 
committing the charity to that expenditure, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will be 
required in settlement and the amount of the obligation can be measured reliably. Expenditure is 
accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under headings that aggregate all cost 
related to the category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to particular headings they have 
been allocated to activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. 

 
Tangible fixed assets  
Depreciation is provided at the following annual rates in order to write off each asset over its 
estimated useful life.  

 
 Long leasehold -  2% on cost  
 Office equipment -  25% on reducing balance  
 Fixtures and fittings -  25% on reducing balance  
 Play area equipment -  25% on reducing balance  
 

Stocks  
Stocks are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value, after making due allowance for 
obsolete and slow moving items.  

 
Taxation  
The charity is exempt from corporation tax on its charitable activities. 

 
Fund accounting  
Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable objectives at the discretion of the 
trustees. 

 
Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within the objects of the charity. 
Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for particular restricted 
purposes. 

 
Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to the financial 
statements. 

 
Pension costs and other post-retirement benefits  
The charitable company operates a defined contribution pension scheme.  Contributions payable to 
the charitable company's pension scheme are charged to the Statement of Financial Activities in the 
period to which they relate. 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
2. OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES  
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 £ £ 
 Fundraising events  251 182 
 Food sales  9,639 8,145 
 Trips and other activities  13,516 435 
 Income - Children's Links  5,839 13,049 

   
 29,245 21,811 

   
 
3. INVESTMENT INCOME  
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 £ £ 
 Hire of building  2,295 605 
 Deposit account interest  128 4 

   
 2,423 609 

   
 
4. NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE)  
 

Net income/(expenditure) is stated after charging/(crediting):  
 
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 £ £ 
 Depreciation - owned assets  9,089 10,150 

   
 
5. TRUSTEES' REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS  
 

There were no trustees' remuneration or other benefits for the year ended 31 March 2023 nor for the 
year ended 31 March 2022.  

 
Trustees' expenses  

 
There were no  trustees' expenses paid for the year ended 31 March 2023 nor for the year ended 
31 March 2022.  

 
6. STAFF COSTS  
 

The average monthly number of employees during the year was as follows:  
 
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 Administration 1 1 
 Support 4 3 

   
 5 4 

   
 

No employees received emoluments in excess of £60,000.  
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
7. COMPARATIVES FOR THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES  
 Unrestricted  Restricted  Total 
 funds  fund  funds 
 £ £ £ 

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM  
 Donations and legacies  55,504 - 55,504 
 
 Other trading activities  21,811 - 21,811 
 Investment income  609 - 609 

     
 Total  77,924 - 77,924 

     
 

EXPENDITURE ON  
 Raising funds  7,417 - 7,417 
 

Charitable activities  
 Playground  632 5,920 6,552 
 
 Other  73,947 - 73,947 

     
 Total  81,996 5,920 87,916 

     
 
 NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE)  (4,072) (5,920) (9,992) 
 
 

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS  
 Total funds brought forward  44,641 231,303 275,944 
 

     
 TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD  40,569 225,383 265,952 

     
8. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS  
 Fixtures 
 Long  Office  and  Play area 
 leasehold  equipment  fittings  equipment  Totals 
 £ £ £ £ £ 
 COST 
 At 1 April 2022 and 

31 March 2023  
 

295,997 
 

8,039 
 

34,791 
 

49,772 
 

388,599 
 
 

          
 DEPRECIATION 
 At 1 April 2022  70,614 7,366 27,982 44,544 150,506 
 Charge for year  5,921 165 1,699 1,304 9,089 

          
 At 31 March 2023  76,535 7,531 29,681 45,848 159,595 

          
 NET BOOK VALUE 
 At 31 March 2023  219,462 508 5,110 3,924 229,004 

          
 At 31 March 2022  225,383 673 6,809 5,228 238,093 

          
 

Property assets of the Company are included at the cost of acquisition less accumulated depreciation. 
 

They principally comprise the main operating base in purpose built premises on a leasehold site, 
subject to restrictions of its use to the current purpose. 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
8. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS - continued  
 
 

Therefore, the property should not be viewed as an asset which could be liquidated in sale or used as 
security for borrowing. 

 
9. STOCKS  
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 £ £ 
 Stocks  65 75 

   
 
10. DEBTORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR  
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 £ £ 
 Trade debtors 797 2,712 

   
 
11. CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR  
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 £ £ 
 Social security and other taxes  - 624 
 Accruals and deferred income  600 601 

   
 600 1,225 

   
 
12. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS  
 Net 
 movement  At 
 At 1.4.22  in funds  31.3.23 
 £ £ £ 

Unrestricted funds  
 General fund  40,569 (1,040) 39,529 
 

Restricted funds  
 Property  225,383 (5,921) 219,462 
 

     
 TOTAL FUNDS  265,952 (6,961) 258,991 

     
 

Net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows:  
 
 Incoming  Resources  Movement 
 resources  expended  in funds 
 £ £ £ 

Unrestricted funds  
 General fund  108,952 (109,992) (1,040) 
 

Restricted funds  
 Property  - (5,921) (5,921) 
 

     
 TOTAL FUNDS  108,952 (115,913) (6,961) 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
12. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS - continued  
 

Comparatives for movement in funds  
 
 Net 
 movement  At 
 At 1.4.21  in funds  31.3.22 
 £ £ £ 

Unrestricted funds  
 General fund  44,641 (4,072) 40,569 
 

Restricted funds  
 Property  231,303 (5,920) 225,383 
 

     
 TOTAL FUNDS  275,944 (9,992) 265,952 

     
 

Comparative net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows:  
 
 Incoming  Resources  Movement 
 resources  expended  in funds 
 £ £ £ 

Unrestricted funds  
 General fund  77,924 (81,996) (4,072) 
 

Restricted funds  
 Property  - (5,920) (5,920) 
 

     
 TOTAL FUNDS  77,924 (87,916) (9,992) 

     
 

A current year 12 months and prior year 12 months combined position is as follows:  
 
 Net 
 movement  At 
 At 1.4.21  in funds  31.3.23 
 £ £ £ 

Unrestricted funds  
 General fund  44,641 (5,112) 39,529 
 

Restricted funds  
 Property  231,303 (11,841) 219,462 
 

     
 TOTAL FUNDS  275,944 (16,953) 258,991 
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 
12. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS - continued  
 

A current year 12 months and prior year 12 months combined net movement in funds, included in the 
above are as follows:  

 
 Incoming  Resources  Movement 
 resources  expended  in funds 
 £ £ £ 

Unrestricted funds  
 General fund  186,876 (191,988) (5,112) 
 

Restricted funds  
 Property  - (11,841) (11,841) 
 

     
 TOTAL FUNDS  186,876 (203,829) (16,953) 

     
 

As detailed in note 7 the property assets of the Company are considered to be subject to restrictions 
of their use other to their current purpose. 

 
The trustees therefore consider that the net value of these property assets should be designated as a 
restricted fund. This has therefore been shown as a separate item in the financial statements. 

 
13. RELATED PARTY DISCLOSURES  
 

There were no related party transactions for the year ended 31 March 2023.  
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 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 £ £ 
 
INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS 
 
Donations and legacies 
Donations  3,016 1,020 
Grant - WLDC  15,500 12,000 
Grant - Children in Need  51,096 40,184 
Grant - Lincs Co-op  592 - 
Grant - WLDC Match Funding  500 - 
Grant - Other  - 2,300 
Grant - Lincs County Council  6,580 - 

   
 77,284 55,504 
 
Other trading activities 
Fundraising events  251 182 
Food sales  9,639 8,145 
Trips and other activities  13,516 435 
Income - Children's Links  5,839 13,049 

   
 29,245 21,811 
 
Investment income 
Hire of building  2,295 605 
Deposit account interest  128 4 

   
 2,423 609 

   
Total incoming resources  108,952 77,924 
 
 
EXPENDITURE 
 
Other trading activities 
Food purchases  7,020 5,778 
Activity costs  12,736 1,639 

   
 19,756 7,417 
 
Support costs 
 Management 
 Support staff wages  43,795 34,341 
 Pensions  656 600 
 Rates and water  1,625 1,939 
 Insurance  3,812 4,076 
 Light and heat  3,623 2,081 
 Telephone  671 368 
 Postage and stationery  527 100 
 Advertising  - 171 
 Irrecoverable VAT  - 916 
 Fines and penalties  1,500 - 
 Carried forward  56,209 44,592 

49



 
 This page does not form part of the statutory financial statements 
 
 Page 16 

 GAINSBOROUGH ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
 LIMITED 
 
 DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 31.3.23  31.3.22 
 £ £ 
 Management 
 Brought forward  56,209 44,592 
 Property repairs  9,015 2,401 
 Maintenance charges  620 1,007 
 Cleaning  119 540 
 Subscriptions  1,603 612 
 Training  452 144 
 Sundry costs  911 3,350 
 Long leasehold  5,921 5,920 
 Plant and machinery  165 224 
 Fixtures and fittings  1,699 2,266 
 Computer equipment  1,304 1,740 

   
 78,018 62,796 
 
 Finance 
 Administration wages  17,412 17,097 
 Bank charges  92 6 

   
 17,504 17,103 
 
 Governance costs 
 Accountancy fees  600 600 
 Professional fees  35 - 

   
 635 600 

   
Total resources expended  115,913 87,916 

   
Net expenditure  (6,961) (9,992) 
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 

Headline figures 

95 people responded, 66% heard of GAPA from friends, family or came here as a 

child. 40% thought £2 per child per session was reasonable, with 26% wanting  

discounted family use, (only 11% said they would not pay to use GAPA). Activities for 

teens, outdoor play and wellbeing activities were the priority choices for the use of 

this space.  

Only 4 nursery users responded, 50% of which use the nursery for 15h per week or 

more. Feedback about nursery staff and provision was positive. The majority of 

nursery users would like flexible care between 9am-4pm, with 50% expecting to pay 

£3-£4 per hour for this. 44% thought baby care should be provided, but only half of 

that number would be prepared to pay for this service.  

 

Gainsborough Adventure Playground Association (GAPA)   
86 responses
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 

Nursery at Gainsborough Adventure Playground Association (GAPA)  

9 responses 
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 

 

 

What would you expect from a nursery? 

5 responses 

Nothing as it doing well now what they r doing 

Hot food 

nice staff (there amazing 

Childcare 

Your child to be cared for in a safe environment 
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 
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GAPA Survey Results  - March 2024 

 

What ideas do you have to improve our nursery?3 responses 

Nothing 

Doing hot dinners 

nothing it all good 
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GAPA Children Survey April 24 
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GAPA Children Survey April 24 
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GAPA Children Survey April 24 
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Constitution Of Gainsborough Adventure 
Playground Ltd 

Registered Charity No 1130827 
 

Gainsborough Adventure Playground Association, 
Riseholme Road 
Gainsborough 
Lincolnshire 
DN21 1NL 

 
Telephone (01427)617165  

 
 
1. THE ASSOCIATION: 
 

1.1. The constitution relates to the Foundation called the Gainsborough Adventure 
Playground Association (hereinafter called ‘the Association’) in Gainsborough. 

 
2. ADMINISTRATION: 
 

2.1. The Association shall be administered in conformity with the provision of this 
Constitution by the Committee hereinafter constituted as the charity trustees 
thereof. 

 
3. OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION: 
 

3.1. 'To relieve young people and their families’ resident in Gainsborough and the 
surrounding area who are in need, by providing services or facilities calculated to 
relieve the needs of such persons. 

 
3.2. To promote for the benefit of the inhabitants of Gainsborough and the 

surrounding area the provision of facilities for recreation or other leisure time 
occupation of individuals who have need of such facilities by reason of their 
youth, age, infirmity or disablement, financial hardship or social and economic 
circumstances or for the public at large in the interests of social welfare and with 
the object of improving the condition of life of the said inhabitants. 

 
3.3. To develop the capacity and skills of the members of the socially and 

economically disadvantaged community of Gainsborough and the surrounding 
area in such a way that they are better able to identify, and help meet, their needs 
and to participate more fully in society.' 

 
3.4. In furtherance of the object of the Association and without prejudice to the 

generality therefore the committee may, 
 

63



3.5. provide, maintain and equip a playground or  playgrounds affording 
opportunities for adventure  and enterprise; 

 
3.6. assist the provision, maintenance and equipment of such playgrounds(s) as 

aforesaid, and raise and borrow money for these purposes. 
 
3.7. employ staff to assist the Association in managing the play areas established. 

 
3.8. make and maintain contact with and enlist general support from other persons 

and organisations who  are interested in the design, establishment, development 
or management of playgrounds. 

 
4. MEMBERSHIP: 
 

4.1. The Association may admit as members any persons who are interested in the 
objects of the Association and who may be specially qualified to further its 
objects or who may have special knowledge which can assist the Association. 
Candidates for membership are to be approved by the Executive Committee at 
its sole discretion. 

 
4.2. Each member shall pay a minimum annual subscription to be determined by the 

Association at the Annual General Meeting. 
 

4.3. The committee shall have power to expel any member who shall offend against 
the rules of the Association or whose conduct shall in the opinion of the 
Committee render him/her unfit for membership of the Association. Before any 
such member is expelled the Secretary shall give him/her seven days written 
notice to attend a meeting of the Committee and shall inform him/her of the 
complaints Made against them. No member shall be expelled without First 
having the opportunity of appearing before the Committee and answering the 
complaints made against Them, unless two thirds of the Committee attend the 
Committee meeting at which the expulsion is decided and vote in favour of 
his/her expulsion. 

 
5. PRESIDENTS AND VICE PRESIDENT: 
 

5.1. Such suitable persons as the Association shall from time to time decide shall be 
invited to become President and Vice President. 

 
6. GENERAL MEETINGS: 
 

6.1. The Association shall hold an Annual General Meeting in each calendar year not 
later than 3 months after the end of the financial year. 
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6.2. Notice of the Annual General Meeting shall be sent by the secretary to every 
paid–up member of the Association at least twenty-one days before the date of 
the meeting. 

 
6.3. The Annual General Meeting shall: 
Receive the annual report and statement of accounts for the previous year. 

 
6.4. Elect an Executive Committee of not more than 26 members. 

 
6.5. Appoint auditors. 

 
6.6. Decide on any proposition  which may be submitted to the meeting. No 

proposition other than those relating to the adoption of the report and statement 
of accounts and the election of the Executive Committee shall be moved at the 
meeting unless notice in writing signed by the member who proposes to move it 
and stating its terms has been received by the secretary at least 28 Days before 
the date appointed for the holding of such meeting. Provided that the 
chairperson of the meeting shall at his/her discretion and with the consent of a 
majority of members present, sufficient notice has been given if such proposition 
shall not involve any alterations of the provisions of this constitution. 

 
6.7. A Special General Meeting shall be called by the secretary on the request of not 

less than four paid-up members. At least 10 days before the date of the meeting. 
Notice shall be sent to every paid-up members by post, and such notice shall 
state the business to be transacted at the meeting. No other business than that 
specified in such notice shall be dealt with at a Special Meeting. 

 
6.8. The quorum for a General Meeting shall be seven paid-up members. 

 
6.9. The Chairperson shall have a casting vote. 

 
7. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 
 

7.1. A Management Committee consisting of not more than 26 members (see 6.4) 
shall be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting. 

 
7.2. The Management Committee shall be responsible for the Annual General 

Meeting, and between General Meetings shall direct and manage the affairs of the 
Association, and shall be deemed to have delegated to them all necessary 
authority for the purpose set out in 3. 

 
7.3. The Management Committee shall have power to appoint trustees to hold any 

necessary land on behalf of the Association. Such trustees to be answerable to 
the Management Committee. 
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7.4. The Management Committee shall elect the following honorary officers at the 
first meeting immediately after the Annual General Meeting. 

 

• CHAIRSPERSON 

• VICE CHAIRPERSON 

• SECRETARY 

• TREASURER 

• SUCH OTHER OFFICERS AS MAY BE FROM TIME TO TIME DECIDED. 
 

7.5. A quorum of the Management Committee shall be four. 
 

7.6. The Management Committee shall appoint such other Committee and sub-
committee for general and specific purposes as it sees fit and delegate to them 
such authority as it considers necessary. Any decisions taken by any other such 
Committee to be reported back to the Management Committee as soon as 
possible. 

 
7.7. The Management Committee shall have the power to co-opt not more than four 

additional persons not necessarily members of the Association. Such co-opted 
members to be members of the Committee with power to vote until the Annual 
General Meeting next following their co-option.  Co-opted members may not 
become honorary officers. 

 
7.8. The chairperson shall have the casting vote. 

 
7.9. A member of the committee or Sub-Committee shall cease to become a member. 

 

• Upon giving the secretary of the Association of his/her intention to resign. 

• Upon failing to attend three consecutive meetings of the committee or Sub-
committee without giving reason approved by the Committee. 

• Upon being adjudicated a bankrupt. 

• Upon the passing of a resolution at a General Meeting terminating his/her 
membership of the Association. 

 
7.10. No business shall be transacted in any meeting of the Association except 

that specified in the notice convening the meeting, except at the discretion of the 
Chairperson and with the approval of the majority of members present. 

 
8. FINANCE 
 

8.1. All monies received by or on behalf of the Association shall  be devoted to the 
objects of the Association 

 
8.2. No member of the Committee shall take or hold any  interest in any property 

belonging to the Association, otherwise a trustee for the purpose thereof, or 
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receive any re-numeration or be interested in the supply of work or goods at the 
cost of the Association except as approved by the Management Committee. 

 
8.3. The financial year of the Association shall end on the 31st day of March in each 

year. 
 

8.4. The Treasurer shall be responsible for receiving, issuing receipts for and keeping 
all monies on behalf of the Association. He/she shall keep proper account of the 
monies received and paid by her/him on behalf of the Association.  

 
8.5. Any cheque drawn on behalf of the Association or any withdrawal from any 

funds whatsoever shall be signed or made by the Chairperson, Senior Play Leader 
and Treasurer or any two of them. 

 
8.6. As soon as practicable after the end of the Financial year the accounts of that 

year shall be prepared by the Treasurer and submitted by him/her to audit of the 
Auditors for the time being of the Association, who shall audit such accounts and 
report thereon to the next Annual General Meeting. Copies of the accounts as so 
audited shall be available for inspection at the Annual General Meeting. 

 
8.7. The treasurer for the time being of the Association may under the authority of a 

resolution of the Management Committee invest in the name of the Association 
any monies belonging to the Association for the time being his/her hands in 
such investments or security as the Management Committee may in its unfettered 
discretion decide, and under the like authority may sell, call in or convert into 
money such investments or security. 

 
9. INDEMNITY. 
 

9.1. The Association shall indemnify and keep indemnified every officer, member or 
servant of the Association from  against all claims, demands, actions and 
proceedings (and all costs and expenses in connection therewith or arising 
therefrom) made against the Association, or him/her either alone or jointly with 
the Association or otherwise arising out of or in conjunction with the 
establishment, development, maintenance, repair, replacement, improvement, 
state, condition or use of the Playground or  the equipment or materials in 
connection therewith or any  part thereof by any person. The Executive 
Committee shall  effect a policy of insurance in respect of the indemnity 
aforementioned. 

 
10. DISSOLUTION. 
 

10.1. If the Association shall at any time decide at a meeting of the Association 
by two thirds majority of those present and voted that the Association shall be 
dissolved, a Special Meeting shall be convened to review the decision so made.  If 
at such a Special Meeting it is decided by a simple majority of those present and 
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voting that the decision shall be endorsed, then the Association shall thereupon 
be dissolved. Thereupon the Treasurer of the time being shall sell and realise the 
assets of the Association and shall after the satisfaction of all proper debts or 
liabilities of the Association apply the remaining assets of the Association for 
similar charitable purposes as may be approved by The Charity Commissioners. 

 
11. ALTERATION OF CONSTITUTION. 
 

11.1. The provision of the constitution shall not be altered except upon a 
resolution of the Association at a General Meeting and the person presiding at 
the meeting shall not have power to admit any such proposition of which 
insufficient notice has been given. No alteration shall be made that affects the 
objects declared in clause 3 of this Constitution without the consent of the 
Charity Commissioners.  

 
This constitution replaced the originally adopted constitution, the amendment 
comprising the rewording of clauses 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 “Objects of The Association” in 
accordance with terms agreed with the Charity Commissioners. 
Such agreement was expressed in their e-mail dated 26th June 2007 to C Cooke of 
Lincolnshire CDA acting on behalf of The Association. 
 
The amendment to the constitution was approved by the members of the Association in 
a Special General Meeting held on July 17th 2007 
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28 - COMMUNITY GRANTS POLICY                                                                             Gainsborough Town Council 
 

Page 2 of 5 
 

Part A - Policy  
 

To ensure that fair and proper consideration can be given to all requests, the Council requires a 

fully completed application form to be submitted to the Town Clerk: 

 

If the organisation is a new entity with no accounts available, please provide a Business Plan, 

stating aims and objectives, along with a financial projection for at least the current financial year, 

where this is not possible applicants should seek advice from the Clerk. Award of the grant shall 

be by discretion of the Council. 
 

Priorities  

 

The priorities in awarding grants are set out below:  

 

To benefit communities in the Parish of Gainsborough by supporting organisations and projects 

which help to improve safety, recreation, education, community pride, sports, art and culture. 
 

General information for applicants  
 

Grants are available up to £1,000 and the amount awarded will be determined by the Town 

Council. At our discretion we will award a sum greater than £1,000 if financial resources allow 

and we view the grant applications as having merit.   
 

Who is eligible to apply  
 

The following organisations may apply to the Town Council for a Community Grant:  
a.  A Gainsborough Town based charitable and/or non-profit making organisations; the 

Council regrets therefore that applications from Commercial organisations will not be 
considered. National appeals are, with limited exceptions, regrettably outside the legal 
scope of the Council’s grant-aid scheme 

b.  Citizen(s) of Gainsborough requesting grant aid with a project/event, which will be for the 
benefit of the local community  

c.  A Gainsborough based club/association/charity/sports club serving a specific section of 
the community or the community as a whole. The more socially inclusive groups will be 
more likely to be successful in their applications. 

 
It is the Town Council’s policy to give preference to groups/organisations/projects which are 
Gainsborough based but applications may also be considered from:  
  

a.  An organisation/group, local, regional or national which serves the needs of the town  

b. A local branch of a regional or national organisation/group which serves the needs of the 
citizens of Gainsborough  

 
To be eligible for a Community Grant an organisation must:  
 

• Be established for charitable, benevolent, social, cultural, recreational or philanthropic 
purposes with a clearly stated social ambition for the community of Gainsborough.  

• We will consider applications from social enterprises who can demonstrate that their 
initiative will have a positive and sustainable impact upon Gainsborough.  

• Be able to provide a copy of its latest annual accounts and most recent bank statement.  

• Have a bank account operated by a minimum of at least two joint signatories.  
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• Where appropriate, be able to demonstrate that Child and Vulnerable Adult Safeguarding 
measures are in place. This will be usually in the form of an appropriate policy that 
requires those working directly with children and vulnerable adults to be DBS checked 
and approved.  

 
Applications do not have to be from groups that already exist but, in such circumstances, the 
Council will need to be satisfied as the manner in which any project for which a Community Grant 
is sought will be delivered and may impose additional conditions on any grant awarded or delay 
the award until the project has been completed.  
 
The application must be made on the official application form and must be returned to the Town 
Council by the deadlines:  
 

The deadline for receipt of applications is: 

• 28th February (for determination in March) 

• 31st May (for determination in June) 

• 31st August (for determination in September) 

• 30th November (for determination in December) 

 
The Community Services Committee will decide who the successful applicants are and 
thereafter the Community Grant will be awarded. Only one Community Grant will be issued per 
annum per applicant.   
 

Who and what is not eligible to apply  
 

We will normally reject applications from:  
 

• Projects which are the prime statutory responsibility of other government bodies or would 
normally be funded by a local or regional authority  

• Projects which improve or benefit privately owned land or property  

• Support for private business projects  

• Applications by “for – profit” commercial organisations  

• Projects which have already been completed or will have been by the time the grant is 
issued  

• Applications for grants in respect of ongoing expenditure or revenue running cost  

• From regional and national organisations unless it can be clearly demonstrated that the 
grant would be used specifically for the residents served by Gainsborough Town Council.  

• From organisations with political affiliations or those established for the purpose of 
forwarding a party political agenda.  

 

What can be funded  
 

The project should be something that makes the local community a better place in which to live, 
work or visit it should be something that will provide a long lasting and sustainable benefit to our 
local area.  
 
Projects may be funded if one or more of the following criteria are met:  
 

• It should benefit people who live in Gainsborough  

• It must be sustainable in the longer term  
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• It should engender a sense of civic pride  
 
Additionally:  

• Help will be given to new or informal groups of people who have formed to undertake new 
projects and priority will be given to those who are doing something which adds value, 
rather than applications for running costs  

• Priority will be given to applicants who have not previously received grants from 
Gainsborough Town Council before.  

 

The following are unlikely to be considered a grant priority  
 

• Projects where there is a large shortfall in the funding needed required to complete the 
project . 

• Projects that simply replace existing facilities with no significant improvement  

• However, all grant applications will be considered on their own merits.  
 

Conditions of grant  
 

• Gainsborough Town Council support must be acknowledged as appropriate on all 
publicity and promotional material including posters, advertisements, press releases and 
leaflets  

• Financial support can only be used for the purpose for which the Community Grant is 
given, and as such we consider our grant to be registered as “Restricted Funding” Failure 
to adhere to this condition could lead to the cancellation or reduction in the value of the 
grant  

• Grants must be used within 12 months of the date of the Grant payment.  

• Grants will only be awarded for forthcoming projects – not retrospectively.  

• The Council reserves the right to request a copy of invoices and/or other documentation 
as evidence that the expenditure has been incurred. 

• Organisations receiving grant-aid in excess of £500, as a condition, are required to 

provide the Council with a written report within 12 months of the award date to 

demonstrate how the funds were expended. 

• If an organisation dissolves and the grant has not been spent the Council would expect 

the organisation to reimburse the grant-aid awarded. 

• Organisations are not restricted to the number of grant applications submitted to the 

Council for grant-aid over a period of time, however the history of previous applications 

will be considered in the decision making process. 

• The giving of a grant one year does not set a precedent for another year. 

• Grants must not be distributed to any other organisation.  
 

 

Application forms are available from:  

 

Gainsborough Town Council, Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough, 

Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ  

Tel. No. 01427 811573 
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Part B – Applications guidelines & procedure  
 

Preparing your application  
 

How to apply  
 

➢ Complete the application form  

➢ Submit completed application form along with all relevant additional information 
requested to the Town Clerk before the published deadlines  

 

How decisions will be made  
 

We may not be able to fund all projects as there may be more applications than money available. 
All applications will be considered but you may not receive the full amount of grant you apply for.  
 
The application will be assessed initially by the Town Council’s Community Services Committee 
based on the following criteria :-  

• General eligibility  

• Impact on key local need  

• Community support  

• Value for money  

• Environmental impact  

• Community involvement  

• Feasibility  

• Likely effectiveness  
 
The decision of the Town Council is final and the Council will not enter into correspondence 
concerning the assessment of the grant.  
 

What happens next  
 

• If your application is successful you will be sent a letter informing you. Included with this 
will be an acceptance form and the terms and conditions of funding. You need to read 
these, sign the acceptance form and return it to us.  

 

• If you are unsuccessful we will write to tell you so.  
 

• In certain circumstances, we may ask you to meet other conditions before we issue your 
grant.  

 

• When your project is finished we may ask you to provide copies of invoices related to the 
project.  

Gainsborough Town Council reserves the right to vary the application of this policy in 

circumstances where significant benefit to the town is demonstrated. 
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Officer Report to the  

Property & Services Committee 
Report Author: Stephen Coulman 
Report Date: 04.06.24 
 

Levellings Park Dog Walk and other Path resurfacing 
 

1. Summary 
 

Extensive areas, if not the majority, of footpaths and play courts etc. in Levelling’s Park require 
repair. Some areas now, particularly the area known as the ‘dog ‘walk’ and part of the footpath 
adjacent to the old demolished changing rooms present a serious trip hazard to the public and 
Council employees. 
 

2. Background 
 

Following a full park footpath inspection with Elected Members and Gary Reevell of West Lindsey 
District Council (WLDC) in February 2024 and a further site visit at the ‘dog walk’ by Members 
of this Committee in May 2024 it was resolved that WLDC be formerly consulted about the 
ownership of the ‘dog walk’ and any conditions or objections WLDC may have that the Council 
should consider before making a decision and preparing a scheme of works. 
 

Gary Reevell states that “I have advised that the proposal needs putting to WLDC on a plan with 
a specification in order that we can present to our Land & Property Group for recommendations 
/ approval.” 
 

Members should decide upon the course of action to be taken to resolve the issue of serious trip 
hazards to the public and Council employees in the two tarmac footpaths either side of the ‘dog 
walk’ fence. When this decision is made a plan and specification of works may be presented to 
the WLDC Land & Property Group. 
 

A specimen general / generic specification for the tarmac works includes: 
 

• Weed kill grass and vegetation which has encroached the footpath.  

• Cut back vegetation to reveal kerbs and cart away spoil to off-site tip. 

• Break out / remove drainage channels. 

• Excavate out in two areas to infill, to a depth not exceeding 170mm. 

• Provide, lay, and compact average 100mm thickness of graded sub-base, followed by 45mm 
thickness of AC20 dense binder course. 

• Plane out in existing footpath to reduce high areas and create suitable tie-in joints. 

• Provide and apply tack coat K140 bitumen emulsion. 

• Regulate low areas of footpath with coated macadam. 

• Provide, lay, and roll average 25mm thickness of AC6 dense surface course, to reinstate 
footpath and infills. 

• Leave tidy. 
 

The final specification will be agreed and submitted with any necessary plans when a final 
decision is made. 
 

3. Cost 
 

Until a decision is made about the works required to remove the trip hazards in the public 
footpaths in Levellings Park it is not possible to determine the cost of any works. 
 

The following are the budgets for maintenance of footpaths, roads, and other surfaces: 
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• 3010/4 Grounds Maintenance, Footpath / Road Maintenance £2,802.00 – All sites. 
• 12000/18 EMR General Footpath / Road Maintenance £28,000.00 – EMR all sites 

 

4. Recommendation 
 

a) That the Council decides on the course of action it wishes to pursue to resolve the trip hazards 
present in the two tarmac footpaths either side of the ‘dog walk’ fence. 

b) That the Operations Manager prepare a specification of works and plans, as appropriate, to 
support any decision made in paragraph 1. above for submission to the WLDC Land & 
Property Group. 
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