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2024-03-12  Summons and Agenda PS 

Gainsborough Town Council 
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 

Tel: 01427 811573 

Website: gainsborough-tc.gov.uk 

To: Committee members: 
Councillor Nigel Bowler Councillor Richard Craig 
Councillor Dennis Dannatt Councillor Caz Davies 
Councillor Paul Key Councillor Keith Panter 
Councillor James Plastow Councillor James Ward 
Councillor Harry Warriner 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Property and Services Committee which will be 
held on Tuesday 12 March 2024 commencing at 7:00pm in the meeting room, Richmond 
House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough, DN21 2RJ and your attendance at 
such meeting is hereby requested to transact the following business. 

AGENDA 

PS24/173 Apologies for Absence 
To note apologies for absence. 

PS24/174 Public Participation Period 
Members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give 

evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business 

on the agenda. A period of up to 15 minutes is permitted for public participation. 

Participants are restricted to 3 minutes each. Please see the Council’s Public 

Participation at Meetings Policy and Standing Orders 3 f-i for details. 

PS24/175 Declarations of Interest 
To receive any declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the 

Localism Act 2011. 

PS24/176 Dispensation Requests 
To consider any dispensation requests received by the Town Clerk in relation to 

personal and/or disclosable pecuniary interests, not previously recorded. 

PS24/177 
To determine which items on the agenda, if any, require the exclusion of public 

and press under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) and 

resolve to exclude public and press for these items. 

PROPERTY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
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https://gainsborough-tc.gov.uk/policy/public-participation-at-meetings-policy/
https://gainsborough-tc.gov.uk/policy/public-participation-at-meetings-policy/
https://gainsborough-tc.gov.uk/policy/standing-orders/
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PS24/178 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

To receive the minutes of the previous Property and Services Committee meeting 

and resolve to sign these as a true and accurate record. 

Paper A Tuesday 13 February 2024 (pages 4 to 9) 

 

PS24/179 Matters Arising Schedule 

To note current position of previously agreed actions as at 7 March 2024. 

Paper B (pages 10 to 21) 

 

PS24/180 Allotment Secretaries 

 To consider gratitude letters of gratitude for current Allotment Secretaries and 

upcoming Allotment Secretary elections. 

Paper C (pages 22 to 24) 

 

PS24/180 Love Lane Allotment Pond 

 To note the update of the developments of the Love Lane Pond. 

Paper D (pages 25 to 54) 

 

PS24/181 Allotment Garden Application 

 To consider application for an allotment garden. 

Exclusion of public and press recommended due to the confidential nature. 

Paper E (pages 55 to 57) 

 

PS24/182 Allotment Garden Reallocation 

 To consider reallocation of a plot holder on Love Lane Allotments. 

Exclusion of public and press recommended due to the confidential nature. 

Paper F (pages 58 to 59) 

 

PS24/183 Community Grant Applications 
To consider grant applications received. 

1) Hillcrest Early Years Academy - £1,000 Paper G (pages 60 to 71) 

2) Morton Feastival - £730 Paper H (pages 72 to 78) 

To note that the following Community Grant funds are available: 

• £4,840 in earmarked reserves 

https://gainsborough-tc.gov.uk/policy/community-grants-policy/ 

 

PS24/184 Revised Operations Team Working - Equipment 
 To consider quotations received for the purchase of a compact tractor. 

Exclusion of public and press recommended due to time sensitive 

commercial sensitivity. 

Paper I (pages 79 to 83) 

 

PS24/185 General Cemetery Extension Plans 
To consider potential cemetery extension plans following the drop-in session and 

instruct Officers on next steps. 

Paper J (pages 84 to 97) 
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PS24/186 Childrens Cricket Sessions  
To consider request from Gainsborough Cricket Club to use the cricket field free 
of charge.  
Paper K (pages 98 to 99) 
 

PS24/187 Remembrance Sunday   

To consider outcome of debrief meeting with All Saints Parish Church and RBL. 
 Paper L (pages 100 to 101) 

 

PS24/188 Illuminate, GO Festival and Town Centre Bunting   

To consider financial contributions to Illuminate, GO Festival and the Town 
Centre bunting. 

 Paper M (pages 102 to 103) 

 

PS24/189 Tim Davies Commemoration  

To consider options/ways to commemorate the life of Tim Davies and his service 

to the community. 

 

PS24/190 Items for Notification 

To receive any items for notification to be included on a future agenda (for 

information only) 

• General Cemetery extension 

• Richmond House conservatory replacement 

• Play Area RoSPA Safety Inspection Reports, remedial update 

• Richmond House Fire Risk Assessment review 

 

PS24/191 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
To note the date and time of the next Property and Services Committee meeting 

is scheduled for Tuesday 9 April 2024 at 7:00pm. 

 
 

 

Rachel Allbones 

Interim Town Clerk 

Richmond House 

Gainsborough  

 

    Friday, 08 March 2024 
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Officer Report to the 

Property & Services Committee 
Report Author: Amanda Clarke  
Report Date: 01/03/2024 
 

Allotment Site Secretaries  

1. Summary 
Allotment Site Secretaries 2023-2024 have been in situ since May 2023. Nominations for the 
voluntary role of Site Secretary 2024-2025 will go taken from 2nd April and close on the 19th April 
2024. 
If more than one nomination per site were to be received an election will take place week 
commencing 22nd April. 
 

2. Background 
The current site secretaries as follows, 
Foxby Hill – Jonny Dukes and Paul Hooton. 
Showfield - Lynda Clements. 
Love Lane – Rachael DuRose. 
North Warren- no secretary in situ.  
Spital Hill- no secretary in situ. 
 
The site secretaries have played an instrumental ‘voluntary’ part of the day to day running of the 
allotment sites. Each giving their time and dedication to support the Allotments Officer in a variety 
of tasks, inclusive but not limited to, plot clearance, meeting prospective tenants, renumbering 
the plots, attendance of meetings and helping to build a community on each site. 
 

3. Cost 
There are no associated costs to the Council.  
 

4. Recommendation 
For the members of the Property and Services Committee members to sign the gratitude letters 
for each of the current site secretaries (Appendix A). 
Members of the Committee to nominate themselves to be present for an election in the event 
any would need to be held. The Allotment Officer will require two members to be present. 
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Appendix A 
 
 
Dear ………  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks and appreciation for being ………. 
Site Secretary 2023-2024. 
 
Your hard work, dedication, support, and knowledge has been gratefully received by your 
fellow gardeners on Showfield Allotments, Property and Services Committee members of 
Gainsborough Town Council and I. 
 
You are an asset to the allotment site. 
 
 
 
Amanda Clarke  
Allotment Officer  
Gainsborough Town Council  
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Officer Report to the 

Property & Services Committee 
Report Author: Amanda Clarke  
Report Date: 07.03.2024 

Love Lane Allotments – Pond Update 

1. Summary
The report for the Property and Services Committee is an update of the developments of the 
Love Lane Pond. 
The Ecology report has been received by the Allotment Officer. 
The planning application for retrospective planning to retain the pond has been completed and 
submitted to the LPA on the 7th of March 2024. 

2. Background
The Allotment Officer has received the Ecological Survey undertaken by Archer Ecology. 
Extract below from the report below on their professional recommendation. 

‘In view of the structural variety and abundance of marginal, aquatic and semi-aquatic 
vegetation, the pond is appraised as potentially having nature conservation value up to a 
localised scale. The pond also offers a variation to the availability of current habitat types 
occurring with the wider allotment gardens and provides an aquatic habitat within an area that is 
presently dominated by artificial and semi-natural terrestrial habitats. The restoration of the plot 
to its former habitat composition, and the subsequent loss of the pond, is therefore expected to 
result in a significant decrease in the existing habitat biodiversity value of the plot and wider 
allotment gardens.’ 

‘It is recommended that the pond is fully retained and enhanced to ensure that it 
continues to contribute to the diversity of habitat types existing within the wider plot and 
allotment gardens.’ 

The water sampling, although not a requirement of the LPA will be undertaken week 
commencing 11th March 2024, by Maidenhead Aquatics, who will text for the condition of the 
water, inclusive of Nitrate, Nitrite, PH and KH. 

A further water recreational water sample will be requested, although it is not a requirement of 
the LPA. 

3. Cost
£293.00 - Planning Application Fee  

8010/6 Love Lane Allotments – Pond Management £3,889 

4. Recommendation
To NOTE that the planning application for ‘Retrospective Planning Approval’ has been submitted 
on the 7th March 2024 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

1.1.1 Archer Ecology Ltd was commissioned by Gainsborough Town Council to prepare an Ecology 

and Protected Species Survey (EPSS) and Ecological Management Plan with respect to a 

retrospective planning application for the creation of a wildlife pond at Love Lane Allotment 

Gardens. The pond occurs at the north-eastern extent of the allotments which are located 

north of Love Lane and within the central extent of the town of Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. 

1.1.2 The location of the pond - centred at Ordnance Survey Grid Reference (OSGR) SK 81171 

90678 - in context with the local landscape is shown in Figure 1, below. 

  

 Figure 1: Location and extent of the application site 

1.2 Purpose 

EPSS 

1.2.1 The aim of this EPSS is to determine the current ecological status of the pond and to identify 

(retrospectively) any impacts arising from the creation of the pond with respect to potential 

ecological receptors occurring within and/or adjacent to the pond. These include protected 

species, habitats and designated nature conservation sites. This EPSS also details any 

potential ecological constraints pertaining to the option of removing (infilling) the pond and the 

requirement for any further ecological survey and/or monitoring works. The EPSS also 

provides details of proportionate mitigation measures, where appropriate.  

  Key 

 

Location of pond in 

context with the wider 

allotment gardens 
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Ecological management plan 

1.2.2 The management plan intends to stipulate measures to sustain and enhance the current 

ecological condition of the pond, based upon the option to retain the waterbody. Following the 

baseline surveys completed as part of the EPSS, the plan management includes the following 

components: 

• Details of compensatory habitat planting and pond management interventions to 

maximise the value for amphibians and nature conservation as a whole. This includes 

an annotated location plan of the proposed features to be installed/introduced;  

• Details (including specifications and dimensions) of faunal enhancement features to be 

installed/introduced (e.g. refugia for amphibians); 

• A timetable for implementation;  

• Details of mechanism for delivery; and 

• Overview of responsible personnel. 
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2.0 LEGISLATION 

2.1 Amphibians 

2.1.1 Common amphibian species are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) against being killed and injured and included as Priority Species under the NERC 

Act (2006).  

2.1.2 In England, great crested newts are fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981, as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. They are also 

protected by European legislation; the EC Habitats Directive is transposed into UK law by The 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. This has recently been amended by 

the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 

2019, which continue the same provision for European protected species, licensing 

requirements, and protected areas after Brexit.   

2.1.3 Taken together, this legislation makes it illegal, inter alia to: 

• Intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or capture a great crested newt. 

• Damage or destroy habitat which a great crested newt uses for shelter or protection. 

• Deliberately disturb a great crested newt when it is occupying a place it uses for shelter 

and protection. 

 

2.2 Nesting birds 

2.2.1 All nesting birds and active nests are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981, 

as amended) which makes it an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird 

while it is in use or being built, and to take or destroy the egg of any wild bird.  

2.2.2 Certain birds, listed under Schedule 1 of the Act, are also protected against disturbance whilst 

building a nest, or when on or near a nest containing eggs/unfledged young. 
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3.0 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Overview 

3.1.1 An ecological walkover was undertaken of the pond and immediately adjoining land following 

guidance produced by the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environment Management 

(CIEEM)1. The assessment included: 

• A desk-based search for historic records of protected, notable and invasive non-native 

species on the site and local vicinity. Data for locally and nationally designated nature 

conservation sites were obtained; 

• A retrospective ecological walkover of the pond for the purpose of identifying the pre-

development habitats and species composition of the site (shown in Figure 1) and 

immediate vicinities. The study area was extended beyond the works area, where 

appropriate, e.g., to undertake species-specific surveys;  

• Identification of invasive non-native species; and 

• Assessment of the potential impacts of the completed works on habitat and floral/faunal 

receptors, as well as designated sites. 

 

3.2 Desk study  

3.2.1 To supplement the ecological walkover, a desktop study was undertaken in February 2024. 

This included a search of data, including protected species and statutory and non/statutory 

designated nature conservation sites, using the following resources:   

• Lincolnshire Environmental Records Centre (LERC);  

• Multi Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website2; and 

• Aerial/satellite imagery 

 

3.2.2 The following geographical extent of the search area for potential zones of influence for nature 

conservation sites were considered to be appropriate:  

• 2km from the site for sites of National or Regional Importance (e.g., Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)); protected/notable species 

and non-statutory designated sites (e.g., Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs)). 

 
1 CIEEM (2017) Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, 2nd edition. Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 

Management, Winchester. 
 

2 www.magic.gov.uk accessed February 2024 
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• 10km from the site for sites of International Importance (e.g., Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC));  

 

3.3 Field survey 

3.3.1 An ecological walkover was completed on 31st January 2024 by Principal Ecologist Helen 

Archer BSc (Hons) who is a qualifying member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management (CIEEM) and has 14 years’ experience as a consultant ecologist.  

3.3.2 The survey involved identifying notable/protected habitats, the presence of invasive non-native 

species and evidence of protected species on or adjacent to the site, as well as determining 

the potential of the site to sustain protected species inhabitancy (particularly great crested 

newts and nesting birds). This was based on determining the quality of habitats and ecological 

features for faunal inhabitancy and observing field signs. Photographs taken during the survey 

are shown under Appendix II. 

 

3.4 Survey limitations 

3.4.1 An absence of desk study records cannot be relied upon to infer absence of a species/habitat 

as a lack of records may be a result of under-recording within a given search area.  

3.4.2 The aim of the walkover is to characterise the habitat on site and is not intended to give a 

complete list of plant species present.  

3.4.3 The information contained in this report was accurate at the time of the survey; However, it 

should be noted that the status of mobile species such as badgers, birds and bats can alter in 

a short period of time and any survey only represents a ‘snapshot’ of the site at one point in 

time.  

3.4.4 The walkover was completed in late January which falls outside of the main botanical growing 

season. It is, therefore, possible that some floral species, including invasive non-native 

species, were not visible at the time of the walkover. However, it is expected that the remnants 

of any prominent, dead stands would remain visible.  

 

3.5 Scoped out 

3.5.1 Given a lack of suitable habitat opportunities for otter Lutra lutra, water vole Arvicola 

amphibius and white-clawed crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes, including streams and rivers, 

these protected faunae have been scoped out of this assessment. 
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4.0 RESULTS 

4.1 Statutory Designated Nature Conservation Sites 

European / Internationally designated sites for nature conservation  

4.1.1 No European or international statutory designated nature conservation sites were identified 

within 10km of the pond. Such sites fall outside of the potential zone of influence and, 

subsequently, European/international statutory designated nature conservation sites are not 

considered to have been potential receptors with respect to the creation of the pond. 

 

Nationally designated sites for nature conservation  

4.1.2 No nationally statutory designated nature conservation sites occur on or within significant 

proximity to the pond. The closest statutory designated nature conservation site is Theaker 

Avenue Local Nature Reserve (LNR) which lies >1.7km east of the pond. The respective 

citation describes the LNR as comprising a mixture of tall hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 

‘woodland’ over mostly bare ground, trees, scrub, coarse grassland and short, rabbit grazed 

areas.   

4.1.3 Considering the small footprint and localised nature of the works undertaken to create the 

pond, and in view of the wide level of separation between the pond and Theaker Avenue LNR, 

the LNR is not considered to have been a potential receptor with respect to the creation of the 

pond. 

 

Non-statutory designated sites for nature conservation  

4.1.4 The pond does not fall within the boundary of any non-statutory designated nature 

conservation sites, although data returned by the LERC indicated that three Local Wildlife 

Sites (LWSs) occur within a 2km radius. Details of the location, interest features and proximity 

of these sites, relative to the application site, are given in Table 2, below.  

Table 2: Non-statutory designated nature conservation sites 

LWS Interest features 
Proximity 

to site 

 
 

Pitt Hills Plantation 

LWS  

Situated in Gainsborough, most of this site comprises 

mature, deciduous woodland that grades into long-

unmanaged, hummocky, calcareous grassland and ruderal 

vegetation at the southern end. In the north-western corner is 

an old, surfaced path beside neutral grassland with some 

 

 

 

450m east 
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LWS Interest features 
Proximity 

to site 

 

 

 

Pitt Hills Plantation 

LWS (cont.) 

 

 

scrub. All parts are subject to considerable public use.  

The western edge abuts the fenced-off, wooded cutting of a 

railway line, whereas the eastern boundary is adjacent to 

grassy open space and the grounds of Castle Wood 

Academy. Wettest ground conditions occur in the north-west 

were typical damp grassland. Calcareous grassland at the 

southern end of site. Scrub is invading both grassland areas. 

A good selection of birds were noted. Butterflies and day-

flying moths were mostly in open habitats.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

450m east 

Gainsborough 

General Cemetery 

LWS  

North of the site resembles semi-improved neutral grassland 

with a diverse mix of plants including red fescue Festuca 

rubra, common bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus, lady’s 

bedstraw Galium verum, daisy Bellis perennis, oxeye daisy 

Leucanthemum vulgare, perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne 

and white clover Trifolium repens.  

The south has a little less botanical interest generally and 

has many areas left tall and rough. Common nettles Urtica 

dioica are present and other weeds, amongst elder 

Sambucus nigra and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna shrubs. 

The majority of the grassland sward is made up of perennial 

ryegrass, cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata, white clover, 

creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, and dandelion 

Taraxacum officinale agg.  

900m south-

east 

Theaker Avenue 

LWS 

Urban site comprising a mixture of tall hawthorn ‘woodland’ 

over mostly bare ground, trees, scrub, coarse grassland and 

short, rabbit grazed areas. There is much public use. 

1.9km 

south-east 

 

4.1.5 Considering the small footprint and localised nature of the works undertaken to create the 

pond, and in view of the wide level of separation between the pond and all LWSs falling within 

a 2km radius, non-statutory designated nature conservation sites are not considered to have 

been a potential receptor with respect to the creation of the pond. 
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Priority Habitats 

4.1.6 A search using MAGIC identified that no habitats considered of principal importance to nature 

conservation, as per the requirements of Section 41 of the NERC Act (2006), occur on or 

within significant proximity to the pond. Priority Habitats are, therefore, not considered to have 

been a potential receptor with respect to the creation of the pond. 

 

4.1 Habitat overview 

Pre-existing habitats 

4.1.1 Upon reviewing historic, aerial imagery of the pond, and upon reflection of the composition of 

habitats occurring beyond the peripheries of the pond, it is expected that the footprint of the 

pond once supported a continuation of neutral grassland, as described in report Section 4.1.2. 

It is understood that the arisings generated from the excavation of the pond were deposited 

within the wider plot and have since become colonised by vegetation. 

 

Existing habitats 

4.1.2 The pond is situated within a small, redundant plot which is predominated by neutral 

grassland. This features a moderate sward height and supports occasional shrubs (including 

butterfly bush Buddleja davidii) and scrub along the peripheries (see Photograph 1, Appendix 

I) together with ivy Hedera helix at ground level, close to the eastern periphery. The plot is 

partly enclosed by wooden post and rail and wood panelled fencing. The plot is further flanked 

to the east by a narrow compartment of broadleaved woodland which extends southwards 

along the length of the wider allotment gardens. This is chiefly composed of mature and sub-

mature specimens and supports an understory dominated by impenetrable scrub. 

4.1.3 The pond comprises a narrow and rectangular body of water which occupies a footprint of 

c.30m2. The pond comprises of a seemingly shallow and mesotrophic body of stagnant water. 

It is fringed by well-established and emergent aquatic/semi-aquatic vegetation (see 

Photographs 2 and 3, Appendix I), including frequent tall rushes Juncus spp. and bulrush 

Typha latifolia; The latter species is further abundant within the central/western extents of the 

pond. The pond also sustains frequent duckweed Lemna minor and abundant curly waterweed 

Lagarosiphon major (see Photograph 4, Appendix I).  

4.1.4 The southern and eastern pond margins are partly colonised by occasional scrub vegetation, 

comprising young and sub-mature specimens of hawthorn, blackthorn Prunus spinosa and 

bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.  
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4.2 Species 

Amphibians 

4.2.1 Multiple recent records of amphibians were returned by the LERC from within a 2km radius of 

the pond, including great crested newt Triturus cristatus, smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris, 

common toad Bufo bufo and common frog Rana temporaria. The closest great crested newt 

record is centred 890m north of the application site, dated 2003.  

4.2.2 No field signs of amphibians were recorded during the walkover although the pond and wider 

plot supports terrestrial and aquatic habitats that are conducive for amphibian inhabitancy, 

including great crested newts. A HSI assessment of the pond (see Table 3, below) has 

determined that is has ‘below average’ potential to sustain breeding populations of great 

crested newt. This is largely attributed to by a lack of identifiable standing water bodies within 

the locality of the pond which retain a practical level of habitat connectivity. Evidence of a 

former, small population of carp within the pond was recorded at the time of the walkover. 

However, due to environmental factors, this population has since perished.  

Table 4 – HSI assessment of existing pond 

Suitability 
Index 

Factor Details Score 

SI 1 Location Zone A 1 

SI 2 Pond area (m2) 30 0.05 

SI 3 Pond drying Rarely 1 

SI 4 Water quality Moderate 0.67 

SI 5 Shoreline shade 20% 1 

SI 6 Fowl   Absent 1 

SI 7 Fish  Absent 1 

SI 8 No. ponds/km2 0 0.1 

SI 9 Terrestrial habitat Moderate 0.67 

SI 10 Macrophytes 80% 1 

  
HSI Score -  

0.54 
(below 

average) 

  

4.2.3 The pond is located within an area suspected to have been formerly dominated by grassland 

and occurs adjacent to a band of mature scrub and woodland. Given the small footprint of the 

excavation works undertaken to create the pond, which are expected to have been confined 

entirely to within the footprint of the existing pond and wider plot, taken together with the wide 

distance between the pond and any other identifiable standing waterbodies occurring within 

the locality of the pond, amphibians are unlikely to have been a significant receptor with 

respect to the creation of the pond. 
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4.2.4 Whilst the pond is appraised as having ‘below average’ suitability to be inhabited by great 

crested newts, there is a potential for the waterbody to be used as a breeding site for 

commonly occurring amphibians. The pond is, therefore, appraised as potentially having local 

nature conservation value for commonly occurring species of amphibian. 

 

Reptiles 

4.2.5 No recent records of reptiles (post-2000) were returned by the LERC from within a 2km radius 

of the pond. Given the small footprint of the excavation works completed to create the pond, 

which are expected to have been confined entirely to within the footprint of the existing pond, 

and taken together with a lack of local historical records of this faunal group, reptiles are 

unlikely to have been a significant receptor with respect to the creation of the pond. 

 

Birds 

4.1.7 No recent and/or accurate records of bird species listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1981, as amended) were returned by the LERC from within a 2km radius of 

the pond.  

4.1.8 Given the small footprint of the completed excavation works, which are expected to have been 

confined entirely to within pre-existing grassland forming the footprint of the existing pond, 

nesting birds are unlikely to have been a significant receptor with respect to the creation of the 

pond. 

 

Bats 

4.2.6 Multiple records of bats were returned by the LERC from within a 2km radius of the pond, 

including pipistrelle species Pipistrellus spp., brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus and 

noctule bat Nyctalus noctula.  

4.2.7 The plot within which the pond is located does not support any buildings, built structures or 

trees with a potential to support roosting bats. Considering the small footprint of the completed 

excavation works, which are expected to have been confined entirely to within pre-existing 

grassland forming the footprint of the existing pond and wider plot, roosting bats are unlikely to 

have been a significant receptor with respect to the creation of the pond.  

4.2.8 Furthermore, the pond is expected to harbour aerial invertebrates and, in turn, has the 

potential to attract foraging bat activity. Subsequently, the pond is appraised as potentially 

having local nature conservation value for foraging species of bat. 

 

39



 

 

 

EPSS and Management Plan – Pond at Love Lane Allotment Gardens_Feb 2024  14

   

Badger 

4.2.9 A small volume of badger Meles meles records were returned by the LERC from within a 2km 

radius of the pond. Topographically, the plot in which the pond has been created is 

predominantly flat and considered to be of unsuitable profile for badgers to excavate setts. No 

evidence of badger activity was observed during the walkover and, given the urbanised setting 

of the site, it is considered highly unlikely that badgers would inhabit the site in future. 

Subsequently, badgers and their setts are unlikely to have been a significant receptor with 

respect to the creation of the pond. 

 

 Invasive non-native species 

4.2.10 The pond supports an abundant infestation of suspected curly waterweed (see Photograph 5, 

Appendix I), which is a species listed under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

(1981, as amended). The Act prohibits the spread of this invasive non-native species (INNS), 

into the wild. 
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5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Habitats and Biodiversity 

5.1.1 In view of the structural variety and abundance of marginal, aquatic and semi-aquatic 

vegetation, the pond is appraised as potentially having nature conservation value up to a 

localised scale. The pond also offers a variation to the availability of current habitat types 

occurring with the wider allotment gardens and provides an aquatic habitat within an area that 

is presently dominated by artificial and semi-natural terrestrial habitats. The restoration of the 

plot to its former habitat composition, and the subsequent loss of the pond, is therefore 

expected to result in a significant decrease in the existing habitat biodiversity value of the plot 

and wider allotment gardens.  

5.1.2 It is recommended that the pond is fully retained and enhanced to ensure that it 

continues to contribute to the diversity of habitat types existing within the wider plot 

and allotment gardens. 

 

5.2 Protected species 

5.2.1 The findings of the ecological walkover and desktop study have determined that the creation 

of the pond was unlikely to have presented any significant impacts to faunal receptors. Whilst 

the pond is expected to be attractive to aquatic and aerial invertebrate, it also has the potential 

to provide a foraging feature for local bat populations and could serve as a breeding and 

feeding site for commonly occurring species of amphibian.  

5.2.2 The retention and future enhancement of the pond is expected to provide additional benefits to 

protected species, many of which exceed the potential benefits offered by the pre-existing 

habitat composition of the plot, prior to the pond being created.  

5.2.3 In order to maintain and maximise the existing ecological value of the pond, it is 

advised that the actions contained within the Ecological Management Plan, under 

report Section 6.0, are strictly adhered to. 
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6.0 ECOLOGICAL MANAMGEMENT PLAN 

6.1 Enhancement measures 

6.1.1 An overview of proposed enhancement measures for each ecological receptor are shown in Table 1, below. 

Table 1: Overview of mitigative/compensation actions including timings and personnel 

Ecological 

receptor 
Enhancement measures Timings 

Responsible 

personnel 

Future Monitoring 

required? 
Evidence needed 

Roosting bats 

As an optional enhancement for roosting bats, it 

is advised that two 2F Schwegler Bat Boxes are 

installed on two suitably mature trees occurring 

around the periphery of the pond and wider plot. 

This type of bat box inherently provides good 

thermal insulation properties..  

Under the supervision of an experienced 

ecologist, the bat boxes should be installed at a 

minimum of 2m above ground level and be 

positioned south-facing. The installation should 

follow the manufacturer’s instruction. The boxes 

would be positioned adjacent to the existing pond 

and woodland which offer foraging and 

commuting habitat for local bats. The proposed 

locations of the units should also be determined 

by the ecologist during a further site visit. 

No significant 

limitations with 

respect to timings 

Appointed ecologist, 

applicant 
No

Yes, photographs of 

the installed boxes 

are to be included in 

a report to be 

submitted to the 

LPA. 
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Ecological 

receptor 
Enhancement measures Timings 

Responsible 

personnel 

Future Monitoring 

required? 
Evidence needed 

Nesting birds 

To provide additional enhancements for nesting 

birds, traditional wooden nest boxes are to be 

installed on two suitably mature trees occurring 

around the periphery of the pond and wider plot. 

One of the boxes is to feature a 25mm entrance 

hole and a second box is to feature a 32mm 

entrance hole. These have the potential to attract 

smaller tit species and sparrows.  

Suitable products are currently available from 

NHBS at https://www.nhbs.com/ nhbs-wooden-

bird-nest-box. The nest boxes should be installed 

following the manufacturer’s instructions and 

under the supervision of an experienced 

ecologist. The proposed locations of the units 

should also be determined by the ecologist during 

a further site visit. 

No significant 

limitations with 

respect to timings 

Appointed ecologist, 

applicant 
No 

Yes, photographs of 

the installed boxes 

to be included in the 

report to be 

submitted to the LPA 

Herpetofauna 

(cont.) 

To provide additional enhancements for 

herpetofauna, and to attract breeding amphibians 

to the area, two hibernacula will be created within 

the wider plot. These will be positioned at 

locations c.3m from the pond edge to avoid 

submersion. Following advice produced by 

No significant 

limitations with 

respect to timings 

Appointed ecologist, 

applicant 
No 

Yes, photographs of 

the hibernacula to 

be included in the 

report to be 

submitted to the LPA 
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Ecological 

receptor 
Enhancement measures Timings 

Responsible 

personnel 

Future Monitoring 

required? 
Evidence needed 

Amphibian and Reptile Ground (ARG)3, brash 

piles will be created using logs and tree branches 

to be piled in a heap over areas of open 

grassland. The brash piles will measure 2-8m in 

length and 1-1.5m in height. The brash piles will 

be overlain with smaller deposits of organic 

material, such as wood chippings and grass 

cuttings. 

Curly 

waterweed 

The regular management of this INNS will be 

undertaken to maintain this area of open water. 

This will be undertaken as per the control 

measures given under Appendix II which are 

extracted from RAPID (2018) 4. 

Depending on 

control method used 

Appointed ecologist, 

applicant, 

eradication specialist 

Yes – frequencies 

dependent on 

control method 

used 

Yes, photographs of 

the progress of 

eradication to be 

included in the 

report to be 

submitted to the LPA 

 

 
3 RAPID (2018). GOOD PRACTICE MANAGEMENT GUIDE FOR Curly waterweed (Lagarosiphon major). RAPID, (unpublished). 
4 Julian, A.J. & Hand, N.K. (2018). ARG UK Advice Note 11. Managing Habitat for Adders: Advice for Land Managers. Amphibian and Reptile Groups of the UK. 
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4.3 Mechanism for Delivery 

4.3.1 A progress report, pertaining to each mitigative action shown in Table 1, will be produced 

and submitted to the West Lindsey District Council upon completion of each action.  

4.3.2 The report will evidence the implementation of this plan and will be completed jointly by the 

ecologist and site applicant or their successor. The report will further identify the success or 

failure of each mitigative action and, where necessary, the need to amend this plan.  
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APPENDIX I – PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

Photograph 1 – Scrub and grassland along the site peripheries 

 

Photograph 2 - Emergent aquatic/semi-aquatic vegetation along pond edge 
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Photograph 3 - Emergent aquatic/semi-aquatic vegetation along pond edge 

 

Photograph 4 - Frequent duckweed and abundant curly waterweed 
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Photograph 5 – Invasive curly waterweed 
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APPENDIX II – CONTROL OPTIONS FOR CURLY WATERWEED 
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28 - COMMUNITY GRANTS POLICY –  Gainsborough Town Council 

Page 2 of 6 
 

Part A - policy 
 
To ensure that fair and proper consideration can be given to all requests, the Council 
requires a fully completed application form to be submitted to the Town Clerk: 
 
If the organisation is a new entity with no accounts available, please provide a 
Business Plan, stating aims and objectives, along with a financial projection for at least 
the current financial year, where this is not possible applicants should seek advice 
from the Clerk. Award of the grant shall be by discretion of the Council. 
 
Priorities  
 
The priorities in awarding grants are set out below:  
 
To benefit communities in the Parish of Gainsborough by supporting organisations and 
projects which help to improve safety, recreation, education, community pride, sports, 
art and culture. 
 
General information for applicants  
 
Grants are available up to £1000 and the amount awarded will be determined by the 
Town Council. At our discretion we will award a sum greater than £1000 if financial 
resources allow and we view the grant applications as having merit.   
 
Who is eligible to apply  
 
The following organisations may apply to the Town Council for a Community Grant:  
a.  A Gainsborough Town based charitable and/or non-profit making 

organisations; the Council regrets therefore that applications from Commercial 
organisations will not be considered. National appeals are, with limited 
exceptions, regrettably outside the legal scope of the Council’s grant-aid 
scheme 

b.  Citizen(s) of Gainsborough requesting grant aid with a project/event, which will 
be for the benefit of the local community  

c.  A Gainsborough based club/association/charity/sports club serving a specific 
section of the community or the community as a whole. The more socially 
inclusive groups will be more likely to be successful in their applications  

 
It is the Town Council’s policy to give preference to groups/organisations/projects 
which are Gainsborough based but applications may also be considered from:  
  
a.  An organisation/group, local, regional or national which serves the needs of 
the town  
b. A local branch of a regional or national organisation/group which serves the 

needs of the citizens of Gainsborough  
 
To be eligible for a Community Grant an organisation must:  
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 Be established for charitable, benevolent, social, cultural, recreational or 
philanthropic purposes with a clearly stated social ambition for the community 
of Gainsborough.  

 We will consider applications from social enterprises who can demonstrate 
that their initiative will have a positive and sustainable impact upon 
Gainsborough.  

 Be able to provide a copy of its latest annual accounts and most recent bank 
statement.  

 Have a bank account operated by a minimum of at least two joint signatories.  
 Where appropriate, be able to demonstrate that Child and Vulnerable Adult 

Safeguarding measures are in place. This will be usually in the form of an 
appropriate policy that requires those working directly with children and 
vulnerable adults to be DBS checked and approved.  

 
Applications do not have to be from groups that already exist but, in such 
circumstances, the Council will need to be satisfied as the manner in which any 
project for which a Community Grant is sought will be delivered and may impose 
additional conditions on any grant awarded or delay the award until the project has 
been completed.  
 
The application must be made on the official application form and must be returned 
to the Town Council by the deadlines:  
 
The deadline for receipt of applications is: 

 28th February (for determination in March) 
 31st May (for determination in June) 
 31st August (for determination in September) 
 30th November (for determination in December) 

 
The Community Services Committee will decide who the successful applicants are 
and thereafter the Community Grant will be awarded. Only one Community Grant will 
be issued per annum per applicant.   
 
Who and what is not eligible to apply  
 
We will normally reject applications from:  
 

 Projects which are the prime statutory responsibility of other government 
bodies or would normally be funded by a local or regional authority  

 Projects which improve or benefit privately owned land or property  
 Support for private business projects  
 Applications by “for – profit” commercial organisations  
 Projects which have already been completed or will have been by the time the 

grant is issued  
 Applications for grants in respect of ongoing expenditure or revenue running 

cost  

63



28 - COMMUNITY GRANTS POLICY –  Gainsborough Town Council 

Page 4 of 6 
 

 From regional and national organisations unless it can be clearly 
demonstrated that the grant would be used specifically for the residents 
served by Gainsborough Town Council.  

 From organisations with political affiliations or those established for the 
purpose of forwarding a party political agenda.  

 
What can be funded  
 
The project should be something that makes the local community a better place in 
which to live, work or visit it should be something that will provide a long lasting and 
sustainable benefit to our local area.  
 
Projects may be funded if one or more of the following criteria are met:  
 

 It should benefit people who live in Gainsborough  
 It must be sustainable in the longer term  
 It should engender a sense of civic pride  

 
Additionally:  

 Help will be given to new or informal groups of people who have formed to 
undertake new projects and priority will be given to those who are doing 
something which adds value, rather than applications for running costs  

 Priority will be given to applicants who have not previously received grants 
from Gainsborough Town Council before.  

 
 
The following are unlikely to be considered a grant priority  
 

 Projects where there is a large shortfall in the funding needed required to 
complete the project . 

 Projects that simply replace existing facilities with no significant improvement  
 However, all grant applications will be considered on their own merits.  

 
Conditions of grant  
 

 Gainsborough Town Council support must be acknowledged as appropriate 
on all publicity and promotional material including posters, advertisements, 
press releases and leaflets  

 Financial support can only be used for the purpose for which the Community 
Grant is given, and as such we consider our grant to be registered as 
“Restricted Funding” Failure to adhere to this condition could lead to the 
cancellation or reduction in the value of the grant  

 Grants must be used within 12 months of the date of the Grant payment.  
 Grants will only be awarded for forthcoming projects – not retrospectively.  
 The Council reserves the right to request a copy of invoices and/or other 

documentation as evidence that the expenditure has been incurred. 
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 Organisations receiving grant-aid in excess of £500, as a condition, are 
required to provide the Council with a written report within 12 months of the 
award date to demonstrate how the funds were expended. 

 If an organisation dissolves and the grant has not been spent the Council would 
expect the organisation to reimburse the grant-aid awarded. 

 Organisations are not restricted to the number of grant applications submitted 
to the Council for grant-aid over a period of time, however the history of previous 
applications will be considered in the decision making process. 

 The giving of a grant one year does not set a precedent for another year. 
 Grants must not be distributed to any other organisation.  

 
 
Application forms are available from:  
 
Gainsborough Town Council, Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, 
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ  
Tel. No. 01427 811573 
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Part B – applications guidelines & procedure  
 
Preparing your application  
 
How to apply  
 
 Complete the application form  
 Submit completed application form along with all relevant additional 

information requested to the Town Clerk before the published deadlines  
 
How decisions will be made  
 
We may not be able to fund all projects as there may be more applications than 
money available. All applications will be considered but you may not receive the full 
amount of grant you apply for.  
 
The application will be assessed initially by the Town Council’s Community Services 
Committee based on the following criteria:-  
 

 General eligibility  
 Impact on key local need  
 Community support  
 Value for money  
 Environmental impact  
 Community involvement  
 Feasibility  
 Likely effectiveness  

 
The decision of the Town Council is final and the Council will not enter into 
correspondence concerning the assessment of the grant.  
 
What happens next  
 

 If your application is successful you will be sent a letter informing you. 
Included with this will be an acceptance form and the terms and conditions of 
funding. You need to read these, sign the acceptance form and return it to us.  

 
 If you are unsuccessful we will write to tell you so.  

 
 In certain circumstances, we may ask you to meet other conditions before we 

issue your grant.  
 

 When your project is finished we may ask you to provide copies of invoices 
related to the project.  

Gainsborough Town Council reserves the right to vary the application of this policy in 
circumstances where significant benefit to the town is demonstrated. 
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All Applicants 

Please send any supporting documents you believe will assist in helping the Council consider 

your application i.e. consultation results, photographs, newspaper articles, testimonials, letters 

of support etc.  

 

In all cases you must provide a minimum of 2 quotations for all items of expenditure detailed in 

your cost breakdown or an explanation of how you have calculated the cost stated.  

 

 

What Happens Next 

The Council will consider your application at the next appropriate meeting (typically held every 

quarter).  

 

The Clerk will contact you within 4 weeks of the meeting at which your application is considered 

to confirm if your application has been successful and will if required confirm at that time the 

arrangements for payment of your grant.  

 

After Your Project 

Please note that by signing the Declaration below you agree, if requested, to provide a report to 

the Council, or answer questions from the Council regarding the outcome of your project.  

 

Declaration 

I declare that the information I have given in this application is true to the best of my knowledge 

and belief. 

 

Signed      Jane Field   

Date     6 March 2024 

Volunteer Morton Feastival team 

 

THIS APPLICATION AND ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE SENT TO THE 

FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 

 

Town Clerk  

Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire DN21 2RJ 
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 31 January 2024 Our Reference: 011358 
 

 Jane Field 

 

 Gainsborough, Lincolnshire 

 

 

 QUOTATION 
 

 Marquee Hire - 13 July 
 

 Quantity Price Total 
 
 Marquee 

 6m x 15m Framed Structure  1  728.86  728.86 

 STAGE 

 Stage 6m x 3.6m  1  256.10  256.10 

 Sub Total £984.96 

 Transport Charge £100.00 

 Damage Waiver £48.50 

 Nett Total £1,133.46 

 V.A.T. £226.69 

 Total £1,360.15 
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Officer Report to the 

Property & Services Committee 
Report Author: Rachel Allbones 
Report Date: 05.03.24 
 

Childrens Cricket Sessions 
 

1. Summary 
To consider providing Marshalls Sports Ground free of charge for children’s cricket sessions. 
 

2. Background 

The Council have supported children’s cricket session at Marshalls Sports Ground for the last 2 
years. 
 
12 July 2022 
The Committee resolved to approve Gainsborough Cricket Club to use the field for approx. 6 
weeks free of charge to run free fun cricket session for 5-11 year olds through the school 
holidays. 
 
13 June 2023 
The Committee resolved to allow the children’s cricket sessions (5-11yo) to be held at Marshalls 
again in 2023 and provide use of the ground for this venture free of charge. 
 
2024 

Hello Rachel,   
 
I am hoping you could help me please. Last year I was part of running the national 
programme All stars & Dynamos with   from Everyone Active.  
 
This year I am running this free programme as part of Gainsborough Cricket Club. This 
will run for 8 weeks and I am looking to start this on Tuesday 4th June and sessions will 
run from 5:00 - 5:45pm then 6:00 - 7:00pm.  
 
This is a free scheme supported by Lincs ECB and is a great activity for youngsters of 
the community to come along and have some fun whilst learning cricket skills along the 
way.  
 
As this is free for them to participate, I was wondering if there was the possibility of 
working in partnership with the town Council to allow us to have the use of Marshalls 
sports field for free so that we can provide these sessions?  
 
All media that goes out with include the town Council logo and highlight that this is a 
partnership.  
 
Many thanks  

 

3. Cost 
The Grounds Team do not provide any extra work to accommodate the children’s sessions. 
 

4. Recommendation 
To consider providing the cricket pitch free of charge for children cricket sessions. 
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Officer Report to the 

Property & Services Committee 
Report Author: Natasha Gardener / Rachel Allbones 
Report Date: 29.01.24 
 

Remembrance Sunday Review Meeting  

1. Summary 
To consider outcome of a meeting with All Saints Parish Church following Remembrance Sunday 
 

2. Background 

At the request of All Saints Parish Church, a Remembrance Sunday Review Meeting was held 
on Wednesday 17th January 2024. In attendance was a representative from the Church, two 
from the Royal British Legion and a member of GTC staff.  

The Church said that Remembrance Sunday is a Civic Service as no communion is involved 
and so the Council should pay for Orders of Service, as they stated that the Council allocates 
for it in the budget.  

The Church and RBL asked about using Gainsborough House for teas and coffees (they 
mentioned there also used to be bread and soup), and if not, tea/coffee gazebos. It was 
mentioned this is something the Council used to pay for.  

The PA system – it was mentioned that at the latest Remembrance Sunday, it was too quiet. 
Requests were that the system is tested prior to the next Remembrance Sunday. 

Giant poppies on lamp posts – requested whether poppies could be placed on lamp posts 
around town and the Church yard – specifically mentioned entrances into Gainsborough and 
streets around the War Memorial.  

Due to lamp posts being under LCC, a request was put in and LCC responded accordingly: 
“We have no problem with your proposal, we would simply ask if you could tell us what 
lighting asset you propose to attach to and when. 

One other thing to consider is that the poppy emblem is a copyright of the Royal British 
Legion (RBL), and if you don’t contact RBL to either buy them or get permission, RBL 
might insist they’re taken down, however that is for you to consider.” 

During the meeting, one of the RBL representatives requested the poppies on the lamp posts 
and verbally confirmed that there wouldn’t be any cost to the Council for purchasing the 
poppies.  

 

3. Cost 
The 2024/25 budget is £300. 
 

4. Recommendation 
To consider: - 

i. If the Council will pay for the printing or print in house of the Order of Service for the 
church service. 

ii. If the Council would like to pay for Coffee/tea etc. It is not recommended for the Council 
to provide this service as in pre-covid years. 

iii. If the Committee are happy for Council staff to place large poppies on lampposts 
 
 

101



PAPER M 

102



Page 1 of 1 

 

 
 

Officer Report to the 

Property & Services Committee 
Report Author: Rachel Allbones 
Report Date: 07.03.24 
 

Illuminate, GO Festival and Town Centre Bunting  

1. Summary 
To consider financially contributing to the Illuminate and GO Festival events and the Town 
Centre bunting all organised by WLDC. 
 

2. Background 

The Council has contributed £1,000 annually to the Illuminate event since it began. 

The Council has contributed towards the Food and Garden events held in June in previous 
years.  

The Council RESOLVED “To support the purchase and erection of the festival bunting to the 
sum of £500 from 11010 budget in September 2023”, this did not come to fruition due to it 
being agreed to location of the bunting wouldn’t provide any improvement to the Market Place. 
The Towns Manager has asked therefore if the Council would contribute towards the summer 
bunting May – September. 
 

3. 2023/24 Budget 
10010 Events Illuminate - £1,000 
10050 Events Local Event Support - £3,000 
11010 Christmas Lights Anchor Testing – 926.33 
 

4. Recommendation 
i. To approve contribution of £1,000 to Illuminate 
ii. To approve contribution of £3,000 to GO Festival 
iii. To approve contribution of £500 to the summer bunting 
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