
 
 

 
 

Gainsborough Town Council  
Richmond House, Richmond Park, Morton Terrace 
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, DN21 2RJ 
Telephone: 01427 811573 
Website: parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/gainsborough  

 

4 January 2021 

Dear Councillor,  
You are hereby summoned to attend a remote meeting of the Levellings Working 
Group which will be held on Friday 8 January 2021 at 2pm. 
Working Group Members will be able to access the meeting via a link which will be 
emailed to their Town Council email address. 
Members of the public will be able to view the meeting at the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmIMaqH64ih1EDc6Cn56VWA 
The business of the meeting is set out in the agenda below. 

 
Tom Clay 
Town Clerk  

 
Committee members: Councillor M Boles - ex officio, Councillor R Craig (C), 
Councillor P Key, Councillor K Panter – ex officio and Councillor J Ward 

Agenda 
No Agenda Items 

 Procedural items 
 

1 Register of attendance for a remote meeting  
Working Group to conduct a register of attendance for a remote meeting. 
 

2 Declarations of interest 
Working Group to receive any declarations of interest in accordance with 
the requirements of the Localism Act 2011, and to consider any applications 
for dispensations.  
 

3 Minutes of the previous meeting 
Working Group to confirm as a correct record the minutes of the meeting 
held on 6 November 2020. 
PAPER A  
 

REMOTE MEETING AGENDA 

1



 
 

 
 

 Working Group business items 

4 Consultation results 
Working Group to receive a report from Magda Read Associates MRA with 
the results from the survey held in November 2020 and to consider any 
actions arising. 
 

 MRA will give a presentation lasting up to 30 minutes on the 
consultation results. 

PAPER B - MRA Report 

 
5 Levellings Footpaths 

Working Group to consider if footpath repairs should be considered as part 
of the Levellings improvement works.  
PAPER D 
 

6 FCC Community Action Fund 
Working Group to note that the FCC Community Action Fund is open and 
offers grants of between £2,000 and £100,000 to capital projects at eligible 
community facilities. 
 
Working Group to consider applying for the funding to potentially move 
forward improvements at the Levellings. 
PAPER E 
 

 

PAPER C - Improvement plan submitted by a member of the public 
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Levellings Site Improvement Working Group – 06 November 2020 

06 November 2020                                                                                       Signed: 

  
 

GAINSBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of a REMOTE Meeting of the Levellings Site Improvement Working Group held on Friday 6 
November 2020 at 2.30pm 

 
 
Present:   Councillor Richard Craig (Chairman)   

Councillor Paul Key 
Councillor Keith Panter – ex officio 

       
   
In Attendance:   
 
Tom Clay   Town Clerk 
 
 
 
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Councillor Boles. 
 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  

None received. 
 
 
3.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (Paper A) 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Levellings Site Improvement Working Group held Friday 11th 
September 2020 

 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Levellings Site Improvement Working Group meeting 
held on Friday 11th September 2020 be confirmed and signed as a correct record.  

 
  
4. UPDATED PROPOSAL FOR CONSULTATION 
 
 Members noted the update from Magda Read Services 

 
 

5.  PAYMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
 
Cllr Craig wanted to note the exceptionally good job done by Magda Read Associates and that 
the consultation has started. At the time of the meeting over 1,000 consultation letters were being 
distributed. 
 
RESOLVED: To accept and authorise the payment of £2,948 to Magda Read Associates. 
 
The meeting closed at 2.37pm 
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SIR HICKMAN BECKET MEMORIAL PARK (LEVELLING’S) 

CONSULTATION REPORT 

 

1. Context of the consultation 

 

1.1 The consultation was commissioned by Gainsborough Town Council. This was to 

gather the residents’ views relating to potential improvements of the park.  

 

1.2 The main rationale for the Town Council is to improve the facilities and increase usage.  

 

1.3 The consultation was undertaken within 0.3 mile radius of the park given that 

residents and businesses within this radius are more likely to be impacted by any 

proposed improvements and more likely to use the park. However, given that the 

consultation documents were publicised on a number of media platforms (facebook, 

Linkedin, Gainsborough Town Council and West Lindsey District Council website and 

Connexions website) all residents within the Gainsborough area had an opportunity 

to contribute their views and suggestions.  

 

1.4 The consultation exercise ran between 29th October and 30th November 2020. Full 

details of the results are available in Exhibit 1. 

 

2. Consultation Backgrounds 

2.1 The purpose of the consultation exercise is to establish the requirement of the 

community in terms of what facilities and activities they would like in the park and 

how the appearance and amenities could be improved for the benefit of the 

community.  

2.2 Two options for the proposed improvement plan were shown to the public which 

illustrate the scope of the facilities that could be achieved but it is not limited to this. 

The plan contains the proposed improvements such as the provision of: 

a) Skatepark 

b) Outdoor gym facility 

c) Splash Fountain 
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d) Picnic area 

e) Decorative planting to the east and west boarders of the park with planting 

conifers providing a demarcation line to the park and the residential area. 

f) Japanese Garden 

2.3 The description of each of the proposed improvements have been presented in a way 

that it tells a story relating to the proposed improvements. 

2.4 The consultation documents have been published on both the Gainsborough Town 

Council and Connexions website.  

2.5 An on-line survey was created using “survey monkey” as an online data collection tool. 

A link to the questionnaire has been posted on the Town Council and Connexions’ 

websites together with any advertisements relating to the consultation. 

2.6 Hard copies of the questionnaire together with information indicating the proposed 

improvements of the Levelling’s Park were hand-delivered to 2,275 residents and 

businesses within 1/3 of a mile radius from the park. The web link where to find the 

consultation documents and the online questionnaire were also included in the 

covering letter of the questionnaire. Residents were encouraged to either complete 

the questionnaire on hard copy and post it back to Connexions using the enclosed 

addressed envelope provided or complete the questionnaire online.  

2.7 To make provision for residents who do not have access to the internet, A1 and A2 

hard copy of the scheme lay-out and some bound copies of the full consultation 

documents were made available at the Connexions building, for the public to view, if 

required.  

2.8 A poster detailing the consultation was generated handed to key supermarkets in 

town to be posted on their community board. 

2.9 The consultation has been advertised on various media platforms to include Facebook, 

LinkedIn, Twitter and some Facebook Groups such as Connecting Gainsborough, 

Business Lincolnshire. The advert was also forwarded to key organisations such as VCS 

Gainsborough, West Lindsey District Council Community Services Team and some 

community groups.  

2.1  A total of 431 responses were received, of which, 237 were online and 194 hard copy 

(18.95%). 
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3. Consultants 

3.1 The consultation was undertaken by Magda Read Associates (MRA), a local 

consultancy firm based in Gainsborough. Set up in 2006, MRA have been involved in a 

number of other initiatives both locally and nationally.  

3.2 The consultants involved in the delivery of the project have a wealth of knowledge 

and experience in regeneration, community consultation/engagement, business 

development, facilities management, building surveying and open space 

development.  

 

4. Key findings 

4.1 Participants profiles 

4.1.1 The demographics of the participants show a significantly higher proportion of  

    whites (with just over 99% participation rate). The ethnic minority participation was   

    significantly low compared to the ethnic make-up of the Town.  

4.1.2 On gender, significantly more women answered the survey (64%) compared with  

           males (36%). 

4.1.3 In terms of age, there was a good spread. Under 60’s represented 67% and over 60’s  

    made up 33% of the respondents. Of the under 60, just under half were between 16 

         and 39, showing a good representation of young people and potentially families. This  

         figure means that the split between under 40’s, 40-60 and over 60’s was about even  

         (representing 32%, 35% and 33% respectively). The age distribution of the  

         participants is presented in Figure 1. 

  Figure 1: Age distribution 
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       The results show a strong interest of seniors in the park and the proposed  

              improvements. 

4.2 Proximity of respondents to the park 

4.2.1 The results of the survey show that the target residents were reached. With 65% of  

      respondents living within 0.25 mile of the park, a further 7.5% living within 0.3 mile  

     from the park. Thus, almost 73% of respondents are within the immediate zone likely   

     to be impacted by the parks proposed improvements. This means that the local    

     residents and businesses’ voices are significantly expressed in the survey. With 27% of  

     respondents living further than a third of a mile from the park, who took the  

     opportunity of the availability of the consultation on social media to respond. This  

     enabled the consultation to reach a larger town-wide audience and views. 

 

4.3 Participants’ current use of the park 

4.3.1 The overwhelming majority of the residents surveyed use the park. This shows that  

      those who answered the survey have knowledge of the park and can express informed  

      views. Nearly 85% of the participants have used the park at some time. However, the  

      level of usage is relatively low, with just over a 25% of the residents surveyed visiting  

      on a weekly basis and just over 15% daily. Thus, less than half the participants frequent  

      Levellings Park regularly. This, perhaps, supports the case for the proposed  

      improvements to render the park more attractive. The level of use of the park is shown  

      in Figure 2. 

      Figure 2: Current level of use of the Levellings Park 
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4.3.2 The two single most used facilities in the park are currently the perimeter walk (68%)  

       and the children’s play areas (57%). This suggests a significant use of the park by  

       families. Dog walking. The football pitch and climbing frame uses are also fairly  

      significant with over 30% of participants reporting using these facilities. Current usage  

      of the existing facilities in the park are shown in Figure 3. 

      Figure 3: Facilities most used currently in the Levellings Park 

       

 

4.4 Current perception of the park 

4.4.1 The survey revealed that the residents have a lukewarm perception of the park at  

       present. There is an almost equal split between those who see the park as ‘good’  

       (24.17%) and those who view it as ‘poor’ (24.88%).  The vast majority perceive the  

        park in its current state as ‘fair’ (46.45%). Only a slim proportion (under 5%) have a  

       very positive view of the park as it is presently. This reinforces our earlier analysis of  

        a possible correlation between the perceived attractiveness of the park and its usage,    

        supporting the case for the proposed improvements. 

 

 

4.5 Facilities most used and Suggested future additions 

4.5.1 In terms of the future of the park, the residents surveyed expressed the view  

       suggesting it remaining a family/community focused venue. The statistics show that a  

       majority would like to see community facilities relating to these groups: 
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 Children play area (73%) 

 Picnic benches (72%) 

 CCTV cameras (68.54%) 

 Gates (68%) 

 Outdoor toilets (66%) 

4.5.2 Other community facilities such as a Perimeter path (60%), Café (55%) and splash  

        fountain (50%) were favoured. 

4.5.3 Preference for landscaping centred on a Japanese Garden (40%) and landscaping to  

        the east and west boundary (47%). Some average support for conifer shrubs (25%)  

        along the east and west boundaries. 

 

4.6 Proposed use of the improved park 

4.6. The residents would like to see the improved park used for community and family 

      orientated activities. 

 Organised Family Day activities (82%) 

 Fairs and Festivals/Concerts (Spring/Summer/Autumn) (76%) 

 Community events run by community groups (73%) 

 Sports activities (69%) 

 College activities (63%) 

4.7 The full breakdown of the residents’ suggestion for facilities in the proposed  

       improvement is show in Figure 4. 

Figure 4: Facilities projected in the Levellings improvement 
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4.7 Favourite Physical activity facilities 

4.7.1 In terms of specific physical activities there is a clear preference for the use of the  

      Football Pitch (46%), Multi-task Outdoor Gym (44%), the provision of a Basketball  

      Court (29%) and Skateboard Park (28%). Considering the age profile of the survey  

       participants, we assume that these figures are significant to make a case for these  

       physical activity facilities. 

 

4.8 View of the proposed improvements 

4.8.1 The overwhelming majority of the residents surveyed welcome the improvement of  

       the park, with almost 90% expecting the proposed improvements to bring benefits to  

       the area. This supports the case for the proposed improvements. 

 

4.9 Main concerns 

4.9.1 The residents’ main concerns centre on: 

 Parking pressure in the local area (76%) 

 Pedestrian traffic (footfall) (63%)  

 Noise (41%) 

 Car traffic (41%) 

4.9.2 These concerns are illustrated in Figure 5. 

Figure 5: Graphical representation of residents’ concerns about the proposed  

       Levellings Park improvements 

     

4.9.3 Parking is therefore the single most significant issue for the residents around the  

        park when it is improved and potentially attracts more users. 
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4.9.4 In the qualitative comments, the residents also raised concerns about dog fouling in  

        broken glasses which impede on the attractiveness of the park and its more frequent  

        use. To mitigate dog fouling in the main park, there are suggestions about mandating  

     that dogs be allowed only in designated areas, and signs reminding dog walkers to clean  

     after their dog. Installing dog foul bins could improve compliance. 

 

 

5 Conclusion 

5.1 The consultation received a good response rate, representing 18.95% of the surveyed area 

with most of the questionnaires being fully completed, showing the residents interest in 

the consultation and the proposed improvements. With 72% of respondents living within 

1/3 of a mile of the park. 

5.2 Respondents expressed the view to see the park improved as a safe family and community 

facility. 

5.3 A good mix of demographics, both the elderly and young people and families showed 

equal interest in the park and any proposed improvements. 

5.4 The results of the consultation overall show support for improvements to the Levelling’s 

Park. 

5.5 Taking into account the preferences of the participants and their concerns, our suggested 

improvements could include the items in Table 1. 

5.6 CCTV cameras and parking provision were key concerns that Gainsborough Town Council 

may wish to consider.  

Table 1: Suggested configuration/facilities in the developed park* 

 

Priority 

 

 

Item 

 

% Support 

Community Facilities  

1 Children’s Play Area 73% 

2 Picnic Benches 72 

3 Gates 68 

4 CCTV 68 

5 Outdoor toilet 66 

6 Perimeter path 60 

7 Cafe 55 

8 Splash fountain  50 

9 Car park (76)** 

13



Page 9 of 23 
 

 

Sport/Physical Facilities  

1 Football Pitch  46 

2 Multi-Function Outdoor Gym 43 

3 Basketball Court 29 

4 Skateboard park 28 

 

Landscaping preferences  

1 Landscaping to the east and west 

boundary 

47 

2 Japanese garden 40 

3 Garden plaques to the planted area 25 

4 Conifer shrubs to the east and west 

boundary 

25 

*Our ranking has taken into account the first 4 preferred items in each category or 

items that attracted at least 50% support. 

**This item is included in this proposed configuration because it appeared to be the 

main concern of the residents. 

5.7 The case for support for the proposed improvement of Levellings Park is further 

evident in the qualitative data as summarised in the quotes below: 

“Gardens for people who don't have one to sit in. Good for mental health. It should 

be a place for the use of all. The cutting of trees etc was a disgrace. We don't want you 

to spend money and change mind”. 

“It's about time. This park has been neglected for too long. We have many mature 

ages people at this side of the town. Can we have a garden for them to sit in and chat 

to each other. Sometimes being old is lonely. To save money on the upkeep, maybe 

an elderly gardening club”. 

Note: Question 9 – the item ‘multi-tasks gym’ was omitted from the hard copy 

questionnaire and entered twice in the online questionnaire as ‘multi-task gym 

equipment’ and ‘multi-tasks outdoor gym equipment’ to designate the same thing. To 

resolve the anomaly in the analysis, we have considered the higher score (43%) under 

‘Multi-tasks outdoor gym equipment’. 
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Exhibit 1: 

 

Sir Hickman Becket Memorial Park (Levelling’s)  

Consultation Result 
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Any other comments: 
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broken down by kids. 
 
A splash park would be wonderful for the children in Gainsborough as would the area being locked at night.  
 
The reason we don't go as often as we do to Richmond Park is that there is always smashed glass everywhere  
which is extremely dangerous for children. 
 
The reason we don't go as often as we do to Richmond Park is that there is always smashed glass everywhere  
which is extremely dangerous for children. 
 
All ideas would be great, but would need some kind of CCTV, as Richmond Park often gets damaged,  
and people need to be held accountable for any damage caused. 
   
All very good ideas in principal as long as they are able to be well maintained and everything is monitored and  
kept tidy.  Sometimes less can be more though.  
 
Allow dogs as long as cleared up after and kept on a lead as the dog walk is not big enough.  
       
Allow dogs to use open areas. Responsible owners cleanup. 
       
Allow parking facilities. It is difficult to park for residents.  A return to the beautiful gardens and seating area  
that everyone could enjoy. 
     
Any improvement would be great for the Ropery Road area. The gardening idea sound great but may get  
vandalised. 
      
Anything that brings the community together and makes people value the park and Gainsborough in general  
will be appreciated. 
      
As a dog walker, I am appalled by individual who fail to clean up after their pets. If CCTV were in place, people  
may alter their behaviour. 
     
Ban dogs on main field - people do not adhere to rules as they are now. Dog owners have a dog walk. 
       
Banning dog walking in the park. It is currently littered with dog faeces.   Better policing of dog fouling is essential.  
Neither Gainsborough Town Council or WLDC is taking responsibility for this. 
 
Believe there would be a need for monitoring for damage and vandalism. 
       
Better football facility for Sunday league even a venue/ sports bar child friendly. 
       
Bins to place dog waste in.   Recycling bins near the play area. 
       
Birch trees planted on walkway. 
       
Cannot answer 12 until proposal is a firm one. It's position as a local playing field should be paramount. 
       
Can only be good for the area. 
       
CCTV needs to be installed to catch those who don’t clean up after their dogs. Dogs should be walked on  
the park but dog mess is an issue.     
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Children should be supervised all ages and no smoking allowed. 
        
Communal meet ups. Annual festivals. 
       
Continuous maintenance needed - it needs to cate for public i.e. kids that use it. 
       
Definitely install CCTV.  Park keeper on duty daytime - splash fountain case as often don't use if on my own  
- security would help this. 
     
Definitely needs lockable but high gates to stop people entering after hours. 
       
Do not allow dogs on the pitch area. 
       
Do not under any circumstances, consider putting a skatepark in it's suggested location. I will fight this tooth and  
nail being right opposite my house. This will attract a bad element to the neighbourhood. Our friends in another  
town have a skatepark nearby and they are constantly having to call the police due to unsociable behaviour.  
Please go ahead and beautify the park but NO SKATE PARK!!!!! 
 
Dog owners must clean up after their dogs.  
       
Dog walk needs to be bigger with better paths (perhaps a perimeter area) and lighting when dark. 
       
Dog walk should be totally enclosed with gates that shut each end - n case dogs get out of the road if playing  
with other dogs. 
      
Dog walking on the park to be banned and only kept to the dog walk area. 
       
Dogs should have a specific area, owners don’t clean up after them so either fine them or give them their  
own area. 
       
Dogs to be banned and monitored. Dogs' faeces all over the place. 
       
Don't allow dogs on field. 
       
Don't use it as it does not have a facility my children want. Why introduce a splash area if it comes with  
a huge cost.   Also, why the need for a food van. Gainsborough has many shops and it is another avenue  
for causing trouble.  
 
Extra bins and CCTV to help catch the people that keep trashing it all and smashing glass everywhere.  
       
Extra lighting as with all areas of the town. 
       
Fantastic idea. 
       
Gardens for people who don't have one to sit in. Good for mental health.  It should be a place for the use of all.   
  
The cutting of trees etc was a disgrace. We don't want you to spend money and change mind. 
 
Gates to be locked at night due to groups of children hanging around inside. More dog waste bins.  
The trees that have been cut back looks a mess at the moment. Lighting on days when it gets dark early. 
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General tidy as kids tend to litter and destroy new plants/trees. 
       
Graffiti on pavilion needs removing. Pavilion is NOT very enticing or child-friendly (bad words / pics on grafitti). 
       
Great to see this area bring improved. We use the park a lot (multiple times a week) so pleased to see some  
investment to make it even better. 
     
Had water for kids. Sand all ruined. Gardening area mess full of weeds makes park very un-attractive. 
       
I fear that whatever improvements are made they will sadly be damaged or broken by older children that  
hang around there at night.   
     
I feel it is time more use was made of this space to benefit the community. 
       
I think all the improvements are a fantastic idea and needs to happen ASAP. For weekends a gate could be  
added to the college for extra parking options.  
    
I think it would be good for all age groups to benefit from exercising and have fun. 
       
I think Option 1 is better on the site plan keeping all activities up the end of the park, leaving the dog walk  
and garden area more of a strolling peaceful area. 
    
I think the proposed skate park would be better suited at the Alfred St gate. 1) to keep the whole field  
accessible for events and circus’. 2) to keep different age groups separate. 
  
I walk my dog daily. Dog fouling on the field is disgusting. CCTC camera please! 
       
I would like to see a nice park as it was. I used to work on the park so I know all about it. I used to mark out  
the football filed, cut back the shrubs, look after the playground, dig the boarders over, sweep the path  
and cut back the trees. I worked for the council for over 20yrs, I love every minute of it. 
 
I would love to get involved as much as I can. I have 15+ years skateboarding experience and I am part of a  
travelling and expanding skate school. 
     

I would not like to see dogs on the park, people cannot clean up after their poaches. Please keep park clean!       
If anything is build CCTV needs to be installed. This is Gainsborough, don’t put money into something unless  
you can ensure its safety. 
     
If is able to be used during the improvement. 
       
If you are going to improve it do it right. 
       
It is a large space which should be utilised by everybody. The more people use it, feel involved, the less chance  
of vandalism than it being left to ruin. 
    
It is a nice big space but hardly used. 
       
It is important to invest on open space and this year so important people have somewhere to go. I hardly go  
as to get there, it is dull and uninvited place. 
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It looks fantastic and will add more value to this wonderful little market town. 
       
It needs to be developed further so it will attract more users to it. 
       
It will definitely need gates and CCTV as concerned about getting something so amazing and it being damaged  
by others. 
      
It would be nice to see some sort of reinstatement of the old paddling pool or water feature as used to bring  
great enjoyment of Richmond Park.  
    
It would be wonderful to see the park used to its fullest and not just used as an area for dog walkers which  
is the case at the moment. 
     
It's about time. This park has been neglected for too long. We have many mature ages people at this side of  
the town. Can we have a garden for them to sit in and chat to each other. Sometimes being old is lonely.  
 
To save money on the upkeep, maybe an elderly gardening club. 
 
Just that it gets improve sooner rather than later. 
       
Keep an adult football pitch and a junior football pitch on the main grassed area. 
       
Keep dogs off the area. 
       
Keep it green, no fake grass plenty of shrubs, flowers, trees like it used to be and accessible to all. 
       
Keep the gates locked from dusk till day light like they used to be. No dogs allowed how it is used to be.  
 
Use the dog walking area for dogs. 
     
Leave it is. 
       
Lighting in the park so it can be used in the evenings. 
       
Main concern is preventing new facilities from being vandalised. 
       
Maintain and repair existing facilities, get real about financial resources available and the area that the site is in.  
Anti Social Behaviour is inevitable and whoever thought a Japanese garden would not be ruined within  
about 5 minutes of planting lives on another planet.  
 
A splash pad is expensive to operate and at a difficult financial time the Council needs to help keep taxes  
to a minimum and not acting like money is no object.  
 
Make sure there are plenty of bins for the dogs too much mess already on park not good for children or  
people playing football.  
      
Make sure there's onsite parking.  And it MUST be made to be totally secure and locked at night. 
       
More Litter bins. More dog bins. 
       

More adult focused, pleasant place just to walk/relax, gardens, enforce dogs on leads or no dogs.       
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More bins and dog poo bins are desperately needed. 
       
More lighting, removal of graffiti, less metal more wood, different areas rather than one large field.  
       
More play equipment for younger kids and more seating area for parents. More lighting at later times of day. 
       
Most of the park has been locked up when I have been there but I have walked through the dog section.  
 
It is a great facility for the area although we would all like change, it must reflect on the people who live  
in the surrounding area and can cope with any extra facilities that are added and not make their lives  
difficult through noise, crowds, etc. Glad you are thinking of improving it and not closing it. Good news. 
 
Multi Astro / enclosed multi-utility games arena (MUGA) like facility at North Wheatley. 
       
Must have a dog warden. 
       
My children aged 5 and 7 say they would. Love a splash park or water of some kind. 
       
Need hard parking area. 
       
Needs improving. 
       
New Year and 5th Nov. celebration firework could cause anxiety to pets plus sufferers of PTSD  
- prior warning plus silent fireworks could help.  It needs to have use for all the community - all ages/abilities  
(young/old/married/single/families/pets). Multi-functional - able to host events. Sensory inclusive for those,  
with autism Plus learning disabilities. 
 
Anything done to the park will be an improvement. 
       
No dogs allowed. 
       
No dogs on football pitch or children's area. Dogs only allowed in dog walk area. 
       
No dogs. No skate park. 
       
No matter what happens on levelling’s park the biggest worry for myself is what will go where the ropery inn  
was with it overlooking the park     
 
Of the options shown, option 1 seems to be the better fit. Although not ideal the location of the outdoor gym  
equipment in this option does not remove the onsite 'car parking' which is heavily used when there is a  
Sunday League football match on.  Have you ever been down Love Lane when this is occurring?  Overspill from  
visitors parking on Love Lane itself makes it quite busy.  
 
The idea of planting to the east and west of the park seems a good idea as does a garden at the Ropery Road  
entrance.  No suggestion has been made on improvements to the Alfred Street entrance, would some sort  
of planting not improve this area too?  Going back to my previous point, although parking on Sundays is a  
problem having a local sports team on the park really brings life to the area. Could these visitors not be  
monetised more to help pay for any improvements with a small cafe facility as part of the pavillion,  
or by utilising a small mobile catering unit?  I personally use this type of amenity a lot as my son plays  
football all over the county (See examples at Welton, Horncastle, Louth, Navenby, Waddington).     
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Finally, I feel more summer activities on the site would definitely bring the community together too.  
A small community festival possibly?  Rossington in South Yorkshire, amongst others, hold a very successful  
annual community festival (live music, beer tent, takeway food, fairground rides for children) would  
something like this not be feasible?    Looking forward to seeing what materialises!         
 
One thing you should be careful. Is making the park an area for jobs to gather.  
       
Outdoor cinema, music, food and comedy festivals. 
       
Outdoor gyms- waste of time. Just have to look at other parks with them on. No one uses them. 
       
Park warden - removal of dogs in Levellings. 
       
Parking has to be free at point of access. 
       
Pathways need resurfacing. Too many children falling off their bikes/scooters because of the poor condition.   
  
2 or 3 more dog waste bins.   
 
Gym equipment, to my knowledge, outdoor gym equipment are on Aisby Walk and Richmond Park,  
a huge gap between the two.   
 
Football pitch could use some TLC now that Roses has become private it's one of the few places a team  
can play at. 
 
 
Prefer plan 2 with skate park and gym equipment situated away from current grassed area to leave a  
bigger open space for sports, community events and shows. Also don’t think the water feature is necessary. 
 
Proper car park so it does not pressure on street parking like it does when there is a football match plus 
town work. 
      
Proposed Japanese garden should be low priority. 
       
Re building the skate park would be great for the children that live in the down hills area of town, the one  
up the hills is great but is ruined by the area it was built in. 
   
Regarding dog walk, although it is an asset, I know a lot of people who won't use it because so many people  
don't clear up and don't want to risk their pets getting in mess. Therefore, policing of some sort must be  
done to make it more dog friendly and provision made for someone to do the cleaning up! 
 
Remove overgrown vegetation along the east and west boundaries and replace the wire fencing along the 
same boundaries. 
      
Replace perimeter fencing on east and west boarder with 6 feet wooden panels. Nothing that can be vandalised. 
       
Richmond park can get busy in the summer so would be good to have improvements to Levellings and  
encourage more people to go there.  Can same also be done to Lea Park as well please!  
 
Secure gates on both ends of the dog run. 
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Secure the dog walk both ends. 
       
Security - potential for vandalism. 
       
Security is a major issue. My children have been bullied a lot by gangs of teens. 
       
Seems a bit daft to have the dog poo collection right next to the Japanese garden.    
 
Families would appreciate picnic area being covered over giving shelter from sun and rain.  
 
Please keep the park dog free sick of seeing kids with poo on their feet.  
 
Should be used as much as possible. Any activities are good for the community but parking must be  
sorted properly. 
      
Sir Hickman bacon left the park to the people of Gainsborough. 
       
Some disabled play facilities. 
       
Something for all ages of kids with paper maintenance and guidance. 
       
Stop drug dealers. 
       
The area would benefit from a community garden with raised flower and vegetable beds, maintained by  
volunteer groups but for use by the whole community with security cameras onside to reduce the possibility  
that people will take advantage. The approach must be holistic and consider disabled access, it must also  
have occupational balance to provide a meaningful experience for its visitors to promote health and wellbeing.  
 
The dog walk needs to be more secure. Only one end has a gate, so dogs cannot be let off. 
       
The only thing that spoils the Levelling's are the dog walker. Very few keep their dogs on leads hence dog  
poo allowed in the area. 
      
The park needs updating to accommodate children who are too big for a baby swing, as a parent we need  
toilet facilities as well, and we need it enforced about no dogs on the field rules, due to poo being everywhere. 
 
The park was a cleaner place before but not now as dogs are allowed to run about. 
       
The pavement on Love Lane is atrocious. It needs resurfacing before someone falls over. 
       
There are too many visitors to the park who have drugs and alcohol as their past time especially after dark  
this is a really good outdoor space and should not be used as a drop in for down and outs. Empty cans are  
often littering the ground.  
 
To be used for the whole town both older and younger alike. 
       
Update the play equipment, install a changing places facility, make it more secure and get more use out of it. 
        
Very concerned about parking as it is difficult as it is to park in our street and surrounding street. 
       

Volunteers for the park security to check the park for vandalism.       
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Ways to deter dog walkers leaving their dog fouling! 
       
We need more equipment for smaller children there is one swing for under 5s. 
       
We need things for the young ones more savings a see saw. 
       
Whatever improvements or extra facilities are installed off road parking areas must be provided. 
        
Whatever is done it will end up being unmaintained, vandalized or stolen as has happened to other things  
that have been done in the town. Walk along the riverside, the emergency ropes that were installed a few  
weeks ago, all but one has been vandalized. 
 
Who's paying for it. Council need to show clearly were the funding is coming from and more importantly  
how it is maintained and monitored. 
     
Will be good for the area more for us to do as long as NO DOGS to foul the area as there is now.  
Would use more if there was no dog mess to deal with. 
    
Will landscaping include flowers/ berry bushes for insects - preferably not more concrete or gravel. 
       
Will this impact the current football that is played on Sundays seeing as there is a shortage of pitches as it is.  
       
Yes, just leave it as it is but a new path in round the inside. It is a lovely park and football pitch. Nice place  
to take your kids to play where they are safe. 
    
You need to incorporate activities for older kids and not just focus on the younger kids. Skate park is good  
for the teenage group, current area is good for under 6 but nothing available for 6-13.  
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SIR HICKMAN BECKET MEMORIAL PARK (LEVELLING’S) 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Proposed Contents of the Final Report 

 

1. Executive Summary 

2. Introduction 

3. The Site 

4. Proposed Scheme 

5. Consultation  

6. Improvement Costs Guide 

7. Revenue Streams 

8. Risk Associated with the Development 

9. Conclusions 

10. Recommendations 

11. Appendices 

12. Consultant’s Profile 
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Levelings Improvement Plan 9/11/19 

I would like to make a proposal for a Basketball/Football court with the following specifications. 

Key Requirements: 

• Hoop needs to withstand an average adults weight if they hang from it. 

• Hoop needs hooks or similar to allow a net to be fitted or chain type net. 

• Backboard needs to be full size with black square borders marked out. 

• Hoop backboard needs to be 4ft from the base line so shots can be taken from behind the 

hoop. 

• Enclosed frame barrier of somekind around the court. 

• Court line,  throwing line or outline of court/pitch marking shouldn’t  be the actual frame for 

the enclosed area, lines need to be marked within it ideally so there is at least 1ft space 

around the court/pitch. 

• Astro turf which allows basketball to bounce easily if allowed. 

 

The following images show examples of courts which would meet the requirements and Glasgow 

Dover St is probably the best example in my opinion apologies for the quality. It has a good quality 

frame barrier design with small white goals on the sides for younger children also and you could add 

metal cricket stump designs on the frame work if needed. Basketball backboard is ok but could be 

bigger : 

Glasgow Dover st 

 

33



 

 

34



 

 

Doncaster 1 (Balby RD A630) 
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Doncaster 2 (Stoops Lane off Bawtry Rd) 
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Edinburgh Craighall Road 
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Finally I hope this gives you an idea of my vision for ways we can proceed. I’ve included a couple of 

locations in Doncaster which could be viewed if your able to visit them.  

The Edinburgh site has a standalone basketball hoop which is quite common but a very good design 

and allows a net to be fitted if needed. You may also be able to see that there are tennis courts in 

the background which would be great if we were able to add something like this. I realise this is all 

down to cost etc but I hope it helps with any decisions you need to make. 
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Levellings Footpath Pictures 
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Guide for Applicants 

 

This guide is designed to help applicants apply for funding from the FCC Community 
Action Fund 
 
FCC CAF 2022021-1 
Deadline for approved applications – 5.00pm on 3 March 2021 
 
Please save this guide and take time to read through it thoroughly.  It contains important information 
about what you need to provide.  Please read carefully how to submit and approve your application.   
If you do not follow this guidance and your application is not fully approved prior to the deadline, it 
cannot be accepted for this funding round. 
 

1. About the FCC Community Action Fund 
 
The FCC Community Action Fund is designed to deliver amenity projects within 10 miles of an FCC 
Environment landfill site in our operating area, under Object D of the Landfill Communities Fund.  
 

2. Who can apply for funding? 
 
We will accept applications from the following types or organisations: 
 
A Registered Charity which operates a community facility 
A Church or Parochial Church Council 
A Parish or Town Council or a Management Committee or User Association acting on behalf of a 
Parish or Town Council  
A Local Authority 
A CASC Registered Sports Club 
 
 3. Site Ownership  
 
Please note the project site must be owned, leased or under long term formal management 
agreement by the applying organisation.  Any lease or management agreement must be in place 
before any application is made and have at least 5 years left to run.  Letters of intent and draft 
agreements are not accepted.  If you do not own or have a valid lease with at least 5 years left to run 
your application will be returned.   If you are in doubt about whether your details will be accepted 
please call for advice before submitting your application. 
 

4. How much can you apply for?  
 
Grants of between £2,000 and £100,000 are available for projects with a maximum total project cost 
of £500,000 including VAT (if relevant).    
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Phased Projects 
If your project is phased, you must be able to evidence that the FCC Communities Foundation 
application is distinct from other phases and can be completed as a stand-alone project.  We do not 
consider the fitting out of kitchen or toilet facilities or other standard fittings in a new build 
community facility to be separate phases and therefore the total project cost, including the build and 
fitting out costs must be less than £500,000.  
 
Second & Subsequent Applications 
Applicants that have been awarded funding of more than £20,000 from the FCC Community Action 
Fund must wait at least 12 months from submission of the Completion Report before we can accept a 
further application for a project on the same site.   
 
If your project site has been awarded funding from us (or WREN) since 2015, you can only apply for 
further funding if your previous grant(s) total and the new application amount, does not exceed the 
£100,000 maximum grant level.   For example if you had a previous grant(s) totalling, say, £40,000 
you would only be able to apply for further funding of £60,000 or less.  
 

5. Where we can fund 
 
We are able to accept applications for projects sited within England in our operating areas within 10 
miles of eligible FCC Environment site. 
 
To check if you are within 10 miles of one of our sites, please use our distance checker on our website 
http://www.fcccommunitiesfoundation.org.uk/apply/caf 
 

6. What we can fund 
 

We will accept applications for the provision, maintenance or improvement of the following types of 
public amenity: 
 

 Village Halls and Community Centres 
 Public Play Areas 
 Publicly available Multi use games areas, skate parks and BMX tracks 
 Sport and recreation grounds including pavilions and clubhouses with full public access 
 Churches – community spaces only 
 Nature Reserves 
 Public gardens, parks, country parks and woodlands with at least dawn to dusk access 
 Museums 

 
Work must be targeted on a specific amenity at a single location.  
 
In all cases the project site must be open and accessible for the general public.  It should be 
somewhere where the general public can go, join or use without any limit or restrictions of use (or 
with reasonable access costs) being in place.    
 
If your facility is not available every day for the public please contact us for advice before applying. 
We will only fund costs which are specific and wholly attributable to a project’s delivery.  Work could 
include physical improvements to a facility, i.e. new windows, access improvements, refurbishment 
work or landscaping.  Physical improvements cover a wide range of work, if you are unsure about 
your project please call for advice. 
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Examples of projects eligible for funding under category D:  
 Replacement doors and windows in village hall or community centre; 
 Provision of children’s play equipment in public open space;  
 Construction of footpaths and cycleways in a public park;  
 Providing all weather play surface for MUGA (multi use games area); 
 Dipping platform and all weather paths at a local nature reserves; 
 Provision of Skate Park.   
 

Costs which we will consider funding are limited to: 
 Contractors 
 Materials 
 Capital items 
 The cost of small items of equipment used by volunteers and staff to deliver the project 

 
Day to day management, running costs, maintenance and contingency will not be funded. 
 
Whatever type of project you are applying for it is important that we are able to assess the specific 
and measurable project outcomes to show how your project will make a difference. 

We prioritise funding to projects which evidence:  

 Clear and genuine need  
 Benefits to a wide range of users 
 Relevant and appropriate consultation; and your project has support from the local 

community; 
 The ability to keep the site in good order and well maintained when the project is complete  
 Reasonable costs which offer good value  
 Additional funding opportunities or resources in-kind have been explored; 
 The ability to deliver the project on time and on budget  
 Where appropriate, how the project: - 

1. Promotes social inclusion; 
2. Minimises the environmental impact of the project. 

 How the project’s outcomes will, within the confines of the LCF, benefit the natural, social or 
built environment and make a positive impact on local communities.  

7. What we are unable to fund 

 Projects which have already started 

 Purchase of land 

 Revenue or salary costs of staff including training and travel costs 

 Purchase or lease of vehicles 

 Projects located in buildings of charities, citizen advice bureaus, statutory service providers and 
any other building where the primary purpose is other than the provision of a public amenity.  

 Projects in hospital grounds, hospices, day care centres, residential homes or sheltered 
accommodation 

 Projects located within schools or on school grounds  

 Projects located on allotments  

 Any work relating to car parks 
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 Projects located at leisure centres, swimming pools or sports facilities that are owned and 
managed by a Local Authority 

 Scout Halls and other uniformed group HQs where there is no evidence of wider community use 

 Any works to public highways, roads (either on or off project site, adopted or un-adopted) 
pavements beside highways, roundabouts. This does not include recreational footpaths, bridle 
paths or cycle ways.  

 Litter bins, dog bins and lampposts 

 Projects involving Membership-only organisations where the general public (i.e. non-members) 
are unable to use the facilities 

 Village or town centre enhancements such as walkways, street works or signage 

 Projects to provide or enhance overnight accommodation or residential areas of any amenity  

 War Memorials that do not have full public access or are not located within a public park  

 Solar panels or any other renewable technology which generates income 

 Construction of new buildings or extensions to existing buildings (see below for guidance) 

 
8. New build/extension projects 

 
We will not accept applications for funding towards the fabric or structure of any new build and/or 
extension projects. This list includes but is not limited to: 

 foundations, 
 drainage, 
 bricks and mortar, 
 roofing, 
 the provision of any mains supplies to the building 

 
We will only consider applications for funding for the internal fittings of a new build or extension if 
you have already raised sufficient funds to cover the build costs and your total project cost does not 
exceed £500,000. The list of internal fittings includes:  
 

 kitchens  
 toilets 

 lighting 
 floor coverings 

 decorating 
 heating, including renewable energy technology, with the exception of solar panels. 

We will accept an application for funding towards the refurbishment of an existing community 
building.  
 

9. Contributing Third Party Payment 
 
What is a Contributing Third Party Payment? 
Under the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF), FCC Environment can donate a small percentage of the 
landfill tax they collect to us to fund suitable projects. Of this the Government allows FCC 
Environment to reclaim some, but, not all, as a tax credit. In addition the schemes’ regulators 
charge a levy and there is a cost associated with administering the funds. 
 
In order to reduce the losses incurred by participating in the Scheme, FCC Environment (as a 
condition of providing the landfill tax money) requires project applicants to secure the help of 
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eligible ‘Contributing Third Party (CTP) payments’ to make up this shortfall.   This equates to 10.75% 
of the funding provided to each successful project. 
 
Funding is paid directly to FCC Environment and only covers the shortfall they suffer by participating 
in the scheme.  To work out the amount of CTP funding you need to find multiply your application 
amount by 10.75%.  
 
Please note CTP is different from match funding towards your project and must not be included as a 
project cost nor as “other funding” on your application. 
 
You must have identified your project’s CTP donor before you apply for funding and you must 
provide written confirmation that they are willing to provide the contribution if your application is 
successful. There is a specific question on the application form where you will be asked to confirm 
details. 
 
When is the Contributing Third Party payment due? 
For successful projects, the request for payment of the CTP is sent to your contributing third party 
within 7 days of the Board decision. Payment is required within 28 days of the request to secure the 
grant offer. 
 
Who can be a Contributing Third Party donor? 
This funding cannot come from LCF monies and must be raised from other sources.  The key 
consideration regarding CTP is the term ‘Unique Benefit’. Simply, a CTP donor cannot gain any 
unique benefit from the project put forward for funding. Examples of organisations which can be 
CTP donors are: 

 Private Companies 
 Public sector organisations- Local Authorities, County Councils 
 Charities 
 Private Donor. For example, a member of a church congregation or a person who uses with 

others a village hall or other community facility. 
 

Who cannot be a Contributing Third Party donor? 
 Any organisation / individual who will gain a unique benefit from a project  
 Any individual or organisation, which is directly connected with the landfill operator, FCC 

Communities Foundation, or a contractor of the project 
 An Environmental Body 

 
Please note 
The CTP transaction, while facilitated by FCC Communities Foundation, is a transaction outside our 
project funding. The payment is made directly from the CTP donor to the Landfill Operator, FCC 
Environment. 
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10. Application Details and Required Enclosures 
 
In addition to the details about what you want us to fund and information about your project, in 
order to complete the application process you will also need the following.   
 
Points marked  indicate that a document or supporting details should be uploaded to support 
your application. 
 
 A primary and secondary contact for your application.  These can be from the same 

organisation, or if appropriate, partner organisations which both have an interest in the 
application.  
 

 A single signatory authorised to sign on behalf of the applicant organisation.    If authorised by 
the applying organisation, this signatory can be the lead applicant.   If the signatory is the 
secondary applicant or someone different, they will be required to register and login to Grant 
Tracker to approve the application before the application can be fully submitted.  
 
You will need to provide a minute or other document evidencing your authority to sign on 
behalf of the applying organisation.   

 
 Copies of your organisations constitution, latest accounts and a recent copy of your 

organisation’s bank statement.  If you do not have any of these please contact us for advice.  
 
 Details of where your project is sited, including site address, local authority area and 

parliamentary constituency.      You will need to provide site photos, plans and drawings of your 
proposals.  

 
 Details of days and times the general public can use the project site.   If relevant you will need to 

upload copies of any lettings policies, timetables of use or booking forms to support your 
application.  

 
 How you will maintain the site when your project is complete.   If you have support from 

another organisation to do this, you will need to provide details.  
 
 Planning Permissions and Consents. If your project requires planning permission or any other 

permission or consent these must be obtained prior to submitting your application and you 
will need to provide details and upload copies of your consents.   We are unable to accept an 
application that does not have the required permissions or consents. 

 
 To support your application, and show how your project will benefit the community, you will 

need to: 
o Demonstrate how you have identified the need for your project 
o Provide evidence that local people support your project 
 
You will need to upload documents which support these questions as part of the application.  

We will not request further evidence of community need, consultation and benefit so you 
should make sure your application and the supporting enclosures reflects your project.   

 Provide a full breakdown of costs for your project and what elements you are applying to FCC 
Communities Foundation for.  Please note we are unable to fund generally towards a project 
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and you must be specific about the elements you would like us to fund.   If you have obtained 
quotes or tenders you can upload these.  
 

 You must know where you are obtaining the funding for your project.   We are unable to accept 
an application if you have a shortfall in funding.   If match funding is confirmed you will need to 
upload evidence.  

 
 A letter from your Contributing Third Party donor. (see Section 9 if you are unsure what this 

means)  
 
Ideally documents should be uploaded as part of the application process.   If you are unable to 
obtain electronic copies you may provide this information by post, but these details must be 
received within 5 working days of you submitting your application. 
 
Applying Online 
 
Our online application form can be accessed by clicking the Apply section of our website 
www.fcccommunitiesfoundation.org.uk/apply and by following the prompts. 
 
It is recommended that you use either Google Chrome or Internet Explorer to complete the 
application process.    The use of tablets or smartphones is not recommended. 
 
When you first visit our Grant Tracker you will need to register.  Once registered you will be able to 
access the next available application round and start your application.    You are able to save and 
edit your application as many time as you need.    Your signatory, if you are not authorised, will also 
need to register in order to complete the submission of your application. 

The application form contains online help and guidance, click  next to the question to see 
additional guidance.    
 
Your application will be allocated a reference number, shown on the Application Details.   Please 
keep a note of this reference as you will need it if you want to contact us to discuss your 
application, or if you contact us for assistance. 
 
Once you have started your application you can save it 
and come back to edit it at any time.   
 
If you want to produce a PDF of the application form for 
reference, to see what questions still need to be 
completed or the answers you have already provided you 
can do so* by clicking on View/Print on the Application 
Details page of your application.   You can save the PDF or 
print the entire application showing all the questions and 
any responses you have input and saved.   
 
*Please note you do not need to complete all questions 
on the application form to create the PDF but you will 
need to access and save each (blank) page before you are 
able to do so. 
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We are happy to provide general advice and guidance to applicants, but we are not able to 
comment on draft applications or enter into correspondence on the detail of applications. If you 
need any guidance please contact us on 01953 717165 or email 
info@fcccommunitiesfoundation.org.uk. 
 
Completing the Application Form 
As you complete each section of the application form you will see a green tick or red cross for each 
section you have saved indicating whether or not you have correctly completed each section.   If 
you have a red cross in a section, you can click “Validation Summary” at any point and your 
application will be checked and validated.   You will then be able to click the link to the section(s) 
where there is missing, or incorrect information entered. 
   

 
 
 
Once your application shows only green ticks and your Validation Summary indicates the form now 
minimum requirements for submission you can submit your application (see Section 12). 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT PROJECT COSTS 
 
We will only fund costs which are specific and wholly attributable to a project’s delivery.  Work 
could include physical improvements to a facility, i.e. new windows, access improvements, 
refurbishment work or landscaping.  Physical improvements cover a wide range of work, if you are 
unsure about your project please call for advice. 
 
You must input project costs on 
the Funding and Finance Details 
of your application by clicking on 
“Add Project Cost”  
 
Add a description together with 
the total cost for the item and the amount you are requesting from us and click save  
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You must continue to click “Add Project Costs” to add 
lines until the costs reflect your project budget. 

 
Do not total your costs in a single entry, your 
application will not be processed and will be returned. 
 

11. Approving and Submitting your Application Form 

How you submit and approve your application depends on whether the lead applicant is also the 
authorised signatory.  See the guidance below appropriate to your signatory’s status.    If you are 
unsure about what to do, or your encounter problems in approving and submitting your application 
you must contact us as soon as possible and before the deadline.  We cannot help you submit your 
application when the deadline has passed. 

Lead Applicant is also Authorised Signatory. 

If you (Lead Applicant) are authorised to sign the application on behalf of the applying organisation 
this will be done automatically when you submit the application. 

When you have completed the application you will need to click the Validation Summary which will 
check to make sure the questions have been fully answered.   If you have not completed all the 
questions you will be prompted to fill in the missing information. 
 
When the Validation Summary shows green ticks against each section of the application the Lead 
Applicant can submit and you need to click on “Save and Close”. 

This will take you to the “Details” page of your application where you are now able to “submit” your 
application as Lead Applicant and authorised signatory.  You must submit before the deadline for 
your application to be accepted for this round. 

Lead Applicant is not Authorised Signatory 

If you (Lead Applicant) are not authorised to sign the application on behalf of the applying 
organisation you will need to supply the name and email address of a signatory who is able to 
approve the application.  If appropriate the signatory can be the secondary applicant or could be 
another person, as long as they are authorised to sign on behalf of the applying organisation, but 
they will need to logon and approve the application after it has been submitted. 

When you have completed the application you will need to click the Validation Summary which will 
check to make sure the questions have been fully answered.   If you have not completed all the 
questions you will be prompted to fill in the missing information. 
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When the Validation Summary shows green ticks against each section of the application the Lead 
Applicant can submit and you need to click on “Save and Close”. 

This will take you to the “Details” page of your application where you are now able to “submit” your 
application as Lead Applicant.   

The application still needs to be approved by your authorised signatory before the deadline. 

When you click on submit you will be asked to complete a form which will send an email to your 
signatory informing them that the application is now ready for their approval. 

The application will now be assigned to the signatory.  The authorised signatory will need to logon 
to Grant Tracker and should see the application awaiting signature on the “My Approvals” page.  To 
approve and sign the application the signatory must click on the link on the “My Approvals” page.  
This will take them to the Details page for the application where they will be given the option to: 

 Produce a PDF of the application 
 Edit and Save the application 
 Approve the application – authorise the submission of the application as a signatory 
 Reject the application – send the application back to the lead applicant for revision 

 
Only when the signatory has approved the application can it be accepted.   You must ensure that 
the application is submitted by the Lead Applicant and approved by the signatory before the 
deadline date for the application to be accepted for that round of funding. 

Once your application is fully approved and submitted you will receive an email confirming receipt 
of your application.   If you do not receive this email, please call us on 01953 717165 quoting your 
Application Reference number. 

Please contact us on 01953 717165 as soon as possible if you need assistance with the submission 
and approval of your application, we cannot assist to submit your application after the deadline. 
 

12.  What Happens Next 

Each application will be assessed by a member of our Grants Team and we will let you know if we 
need any further details.  If you have not provided sufficient details for your project your application 
will be returned. 
 
Your project will then be assessed, and you may be contacted by a Grant Manager to discuss your 
project.  
 
Projects meeting the criteria that have provided all requested details will be considered by the 
Board of Directors who will decide whether the project should be funded.  
 
We will notify applicants whether or not their application has been successful within 2 weeks of our 
Board Meeting.    If you have been successful, we will include in your notification information we 
require to progress your application.   
 
We are unable to give decisions over the phone. It should be noted that the decision of the Board 
and the level of grant allocated is final.   
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Declined applications may have one further opportunity to re-present their case for funding by 
means of a new application. This should not be seen or implied as a confirmation or guarantee that 
funding will be awarded on a second attempt. 
 
If your application is successful, when we have all the information detailed in our post-Board letter, 
we will apply for your project to be registered with ENTRUST the Scheme’s regulator.   
 
Following a successful registration, and providing we have all of the project information required, a 
Funding Agreement will be issued to you together with a ‘Ready to Start’ pack which will explain the 
process from the Agreement stage to project completion.    
 
IMPORTANT: Any project which fails to have a Funding Agreement issued within 6 months, or 
complete and claim the funding within 12 months, of the date of our post-board notification 
letter will have its offer of support reviewed and funding may be withdrawn.   
  
PLEASE NOTE: Your project can only start once you have signed and returned your Funding 
Agreement. If you start your project before this time your funding will be withdrawn.  

 
13.  Contact Details 

If you have any queries or need to discuss your application, please contact us on:  
 
Info@fcccommunitiesfoundation.org.uk or call 01953 717165. 
 
Please contact us by phone as soon as possible if you need assistance or guidance with the 
submission and approval of your application, we cannot assist your applications submission after 
the deadline. 
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